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10th Sunday after Pentecost 

I Am the Bread of Life 

 

AS WE GATHER: We spend so much of our day thinking 

about food. We have whole television networks devoted to food. 

Great chefs become as popular as actors or sports figures. Some 

of our city streets are wall to wall restaurants. Today, Jesus 

cautions us against the pursuit of that which perishes and the 

neglect of that food which feeds us to eternal life. Today begins 

a several week excursion through John 6 on the subject of Jesus, 

the Bread of Life. His words can be taken several ways. One 

might see the spiritual side of His words as a call to take heart in 

the Gospel, but Lutherans cannot help but think of the 

Sacrament of the Altar. Today, we come echoing the words of 

the crowd: "Jesus, give us this bread always!"  And He does. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Blessed Lord, we give You 

thanks and praise that You will feed and nourish us with the 

bread which is Your body and the cup which is Your blood. By 

this Holy Communion, strengthen us in faith and equip us for 

Your service, that we may honor You with all that we are and 

offer You all our best for Your glory; through Jesus Christ, our 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN "Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor" 

LW 281 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor:  With upright heart God shepherded them and guided 

them; Psalm 78:72 

People: He commanded the skies above and opened the 

doors of heaven, Psalm 78:23 

 

All: And rained down upon them manna to eat and 

gave them the grain of heaven. Psalm 78:24 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 

(Silence for self-examination) 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 

one another. 

People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole 

company of heaven and to you, my brothers and 

sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own 

most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 

Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my 

sins, and bring me to everlasting life.  Amen. 
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Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us and given to us His only Son to suffer and die 

for our salvation.  As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.     

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: May He who began this good work in you bring it to 

completion on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Peace 

be with you. 

People: And also with you.   
 

(We greet one another with the sign of peace.) 

  

INTROIT (Read by Pastor) 

 

GLORIA PATRI (Spoken) 

 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

 

KYRIE (Spoken) 

 

People: Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon 

us, Lord have mercy upon us.   

 
HYMN OF PRAISE "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” (LW 

451) 
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Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, O Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, your great name we praise! 

  

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 

Your angels adore you, enveiling their sight. 

All laud we would render; oh, lead us to see 

The light of your splendor, your love’s majesty!  
  

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.   

People:   And with Thy spirit. 

Pastor:   Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we spend our lives in pursuit of the 

bread that feeds only for today.  Give us Your Spirit 

that we may seek with greater devotion the bread of 

Your Word and Sacraments, which feed us eternal 

life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 16:2-15 (What is it?  It is the 

bread that the Lord has given you to eat.) 

 

PSALM HYMN "Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure" (sung to 

Winchester New TLH 162) 

 

Your faithfulness, O Lord, is sure 
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In all Your words, Your gracious deeds; 

You gently lift all burdened souls 

And well provide for all our needs. 

 

The eyes of all are fixed on You; 

By You their wants are all supplied; 

Your open hand is bountiful 

And every soul is satisfied. 

 

Lord, You are just in all Your ways,  

And kind in everything You do; 

Forever near You stand to hear 

And help all those who call on You. 

 

My mouth shall speak Your praise, O Lord,  

My soul shall bless Your holy name; 

Let all things living join the song 

Of praise, from age to age the same. 

 
Text: Joy F. Patterson. Copyright (c) 1990 Joy F. Patterson. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. 

Tune: WINCHESTER NEW. Musikalisches Handbuch, Hamburg, 1690. Public 

domain. 

  

EPISTLE Ephesians 4:1-16 (One Lord, one faith, one Spirit.) 

  

ALLELUIA and VERSE   
 

Pastor: Alleluia.  

People: Alleluia. 

Pastor: I am the bread of life; whoever comes to Me shall not 

hunger, and whoever believes in Me shall never thirst.  
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People: Alleluia. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL 

 

People:  Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

John 6:22-35 (I am the bread of life.) 

 

People:   Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

The Nicene Creed 
 

All: I believe in one God, 

    the Father Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth 

       and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

    the only-begotten Son of God, 

    begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

    God of God, Light of Light, 

    very God of very God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    being of one substance with the Father, 

    by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

    and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

    and was made man; 

    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered and was buried. 
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And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

       and ascended into heaven 

    and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

    whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the Lord and giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

    who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

    I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

    and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life + of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY "Oh, Lord, As Once Your Grace Did 

Feed Us" (based on John 6:22-35) [sung to O DASS ICH TAUSEND 

ZUNGEN HÄTTE LW 448] 

 

"Oh, Lord, as once Your grace did feed us, 

Grant us this food for ev'ry day. 

And from our cares, O Lord release us; 

Our wants supply in ev'ry way." 

Though long ago they once did pray, 

This still is what we pray today. 
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"Not grace you seek," our Savior answered, 

"But bread your hungry mouths to fill. 

Yet, this is not the food your souls need; 

This bread cannot fulfill God's will." 

Lord, help us to believe Your Word 

That we may do the works of God. 

 

"Believe on Him whom God has sent you. 

This is the work God does require. 

And eat the bread I now will give you; 

For only this food will endure." 

As it is promised in Your Word 

We pray, "Lord, give us heaven's bread." 

 

"My Father gives true bread from heaven; 

New life for all He's pledged to give. 

I am the Bread of Life He's given; 

So come to Me and you shall live." 

Oh, Lord, give us this bread always 

That we may eat and sing Your praise. 

 
Text: Larry Peters. Copyright (c) 1994 Larry Peters, revised 2011. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission.  

 

SERMON 

OFFERING   

 PRAYER            

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION                            

page 10 of HS 98 
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Communion Hymns:                                                            
Solo: “I Am the Bread of Life” Mary Beth Zastrow  

                “What is this Bread” HS 98 850                             

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” HS 98 855  

CLOSING HYMN “All You Works of God, Bless the Lord!” 

HS 98 914 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  Wherever Your people are sick, 

suffering, grieving the loss of loved ones, or dying, grant to 

them Your every aid and blessing, especially infant Faith 

Nicole Hallien, who still has many health and heart issues, but 

at times is doing a little better; Dorris Bade, who is undergoing 

cancer treatments; Eric Hohlt, who remains hospitalized; 

Darlene McDaris, who is still suffering from cancer; Ruth 

Wesche, who is in very poor health; Robin McCoy, who is 

being treated for ulcers in Thailand; and our many shut-ins – 

Yvonne Gleitz, Hulda Althage, Irene Bargen, Mathilde 

Ohse, Edna Deppermann, Adeline Keune, Delores Roehrs, 

Ardell Wagner, Beth Pelster and Ed Gardner; and all those 

we hold dear in our  hearts. 

We pray for safe travel for Pastor, Margaret and Mary Beth 

as they travel to Minnesota while on vacation. 

Give courage and wisdom to our president, governor, and all 

elected and appointed civil servants, that they may act justly 

and honorable, for the causes of peace and justice.  Protect and 

defend those who protect and defend us both here at home 
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and throughout the world.  Bring an end to war, violence, 

and oppression. 

We again ask our Lord to please grant rain and cooler 

weather to our many farm fields and gardens during this hot 

and dry summer weather. 

We pray that the abiding blessings of God may rest upon all our 

fathers and mothers, our families, our communities, our 

places of business and our schools, our many men and 

women of our Armed Forces stationed around the world and 

here at home; and the people who respond to emergencies – 

our law enforcement people, and firefighters and the first 

responders who help to protect us. 

We pray for our missionaries – Robin McCoy, John Strasen, 

and Mike and Cindy Rodewald.  We pray that our Lord will 

guide our Church leaders to fulfill God’s will and purpose, 

and bless us with faithful pastors and Church workers who 

will faithfully steward God’s Word to us. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests – we are very glad you are here with us 

today!  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during our 

worship services.  Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please 

sign the guest register near the front door of the Church with your 

name, address and Church affiliation. 

Vacation Bible School Update – An Amazing Desert Journey with 

Jesus was truly “AMAZING”.  We had an enrollment of 83 children in 

Pre-school through grade 8.  There were 39 youth and adult helpers that 

participated throughout the week.  Sincere thanks to everyone that 

helped, supported, and donated they make VBS a huge success.  Our 

offerings through the week were also “MAZING”.  The penny offering 
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during the week brought $636.29.  This more than completed the 
commitment to Kids Against Hunger of $500.00.  The remaining 

$136.29 was given to Otis Woodard on Friday evening.  VBS closing 

service was fantastic.  We had 100 people join to hear 33 children sing 

the Desert Journey songs and listen to a message from Otis Woodard.  

The offering for closing service, designated to go to Otis Woodard, was 

taken in two parts.  The late offering came to $774.87 ($136.29 is 

included in this total and a door offering was taken to help purchase an 

electric smart car that will help Otis get around in his neighborhood.  

The door offering came to $465.00!  God is so very good in providing 

for our needs.  We end VBS by giving all glory to God. 

A fundraiser to benefit the family of Faith Nicole Hallien will be 

held Tuesday, August 7
th

 from 6 – 9 PM at Applebee’s in 

Washington.  Applebee’s will donate 15% of each bill to the Hallien 

family during the designated hours.  A flier must be presented for the 

donation to count.  Fliers will be available that night at the restaurant. 

American Cancer Society – A baked ham and pulled pork dinner 

will be served in our dining hall, Sunday, August 26, 2012 from 

11:30 AM to 1:00 PM to benefit the American Cancer Society.  The 

work of the American Cancer Society helps people get well by guiding 

them and their families through every step in their fight against cancer 

by finding better treatments and funding research to find a cure.  Your 

free will donation will help people stay well with prevention and early 

detection.  Mark your calendar and plan to attend!   

You are invited to a free concert given by African Children’s Choir at 

Immanuel Lutheran Church in Washington on Friday August 10
th

 

at 7:00 PM.  There will be a free-will offering that takes place toward 

the end of the concert to support the choir and many other projects in 

Africa.  Please see the poster on our bulletin board for more information. 
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Pastor, Margaret and Mary Beth will be leaving after Church 

service this morning for their vacation to Minnesota.  They will be 

returning sometime after August 12
th

.  Pastor Mark Goucher will be 

on call for Pastor Zastrow.  His cell phone number is 314-803-3797.  

Bethlehem (Boeuf Creek) phone number is 573-237-2602.  Pastor 

Goucher’s home phone number is 573-237-3908. 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Jenny Huellinghoff                                                            

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel                                                                           

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade                                                                       

Head Usher Sunday – Lee Kassebaum                                                                      

Altar Guild – Janice Meyer and Mildred Althage                                                

Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Cody Adams and Justine Huellinghoff                 

Bell Ringer – Corey Adams 

Our Offerings in Response to Christ’s Grace 

Our giving last week:                                                                                               

Weekly envelopes -                 $1,890.00                                                                                    

Plate -                                            182.05                                                                                   

Sunday School -                             21.00                                                                                                  

Pohlmann Memorial -                   75.00                                                                                   

Recycle Money -                             43.40                                                                                  

Use of Facilities -                          110.00                                                                          

Smokehouse Landscaping             20.00    

                                                   $2,341.45 

Worship Attendance                 Sunday School Attendance  

Attendance Saturday 26                                   Children 7                               

Attendance Sunday 74                                      Adults 18 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Saturday – Worship 5:00 PM 

 

  


