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Sermon for 6
th

 Sunday after 
Pentecost 

   
 

 

Fighting with Love 

A young couple had been married a few short and 
disappointing months. He never dreamed there were so 
many ways to ruin chicken. She couldn't imagine why she 
ever thought his jokes were funny. Neither one said aloud 
what they were both thinking - the marriage was a big 
mistake.  

One hot afternoon, they got into a terrible argument about 
whether they could afford to paint the living room. Tempers 
flared, voices were raised, and somehow one of the wedding 
gift plates crashed to the floor. She burst into tears, called 
him heartless and a cheapskate. He shouted that he'd rather 
be a cheapskate than a nag, and then grabbed the car keys 
on his way out. His parting words, punctuated by the slam of 

Text: Mark 6:1-3 
When the Sabbath came, he 

began to teach in the synagogue. 

Many people were there, and 

when they heard him, they were 

all amazed. "Where did he get all 

this?" they asked. "What wisdom 

is this that has been given him? 

How does he perform miracles! 

Isn't he the carpenter, the son of 

Mary and the brother of James, 

Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren't 

his sisters here?" And they 

rejected him. 
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the screen door, were, "That's it! I'm leaving you!"  

But before he could coax their rickety car into gear, the 
passenger door flew open and his bride landed on the seat 
beside him. She stared straight ahead, her face tear-
streaked but determined.  

"And just where do you think you're going?" he asked in 
amazement.  

She hesitated only a moment before replying, just long 
enough to be sure of the answer that would decide the 
direction of their lives for the next forty-three years.  

"If you're leaving me, I'm going with you."    

This story about conflict has a happy ending. As so often is 
the case, conflict can result in a stronger and closer 
relationship between people. But as we know conflict can 
have an opposite effect. We can all tell of stories where 
conflict has led to a total breakdown of friendship between 
the people involved. So what is it that makes conflict a 
positive or a destructive force in our lives?  

The question that should be asked first of all is whether 
Christians should ever be in conflict - in situations of 
confrontation, tension and agitation? 

Whether you answer that with, "No they shouldn’t" or "Yes 
they can it depends on how they handle it" the fact remains 
conflict is part of our world and our life in this world. God 
never intended there to be conflict when he created the 
human race. Conflict came when Adam and Eve set on a 
course wanting to be like God. That ended in a headlong 
clash with God.  
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Well let’s look at what happens in Mark’s Gospel. Here we 
see Jesus in conflict with the people in his own hometown. 
The people of Nazareth knew him. They knew him as the 
son of Mary and Joseph the carpenter. They were familiar 
with his brothers, James, Joseph, Judas and Simon and his 
sisters. When they heard Jesus speak in the synagogue they 
wondered what this local bloke was up to. How can this man 
whom we have known since he was a toddler have such 
understanding and wisdom about the things of God? He 
didn’t even go to seminary; he was just a carpenter. How 
dare he speak as if he was an authority in these matters? In 
his own hometown, Jesus experiences sarcasm, rejection, 
and conflict. We are told he was they rejected.  

In John’s account of Jesus ministry we hear Jesus speaking 
about his relationship with the Father and that he himself 
was God in the flesh. And when he said, "Before Abraham 
was, I Am" (John 8:59) his listeners picked up stones to 
throw at him. Jesus must have known that his words would 
cause conflict.  

In a seminary class on Jesus, the group was reading some 
of Jesus' parables. "Why did Jesus speak so many 
parables?" the professor asked. 

"Well," said one member of the group, "he was trying to 
communicate with simple, rural people so he had to tell them 
everything in these little stories, so they could get his point." 

"If that's so," spoke up another, "then Jesus failed because 
most of the people didn't get it."  

The group finally came to the conclusion that Jesus must 
have been using parables for some purpose other than to 
ensure that everyone got his point. He was willing to be 
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misunderstood, rejected because the truth had to be spoken 
whether people were ready to hear what he had to say or 
not. The truth of what Jesus said didn’t depend on the 
acceptance of the listeners to give it validity. He spoke the 
truth with love even though it might lead to conflict. You and I 
know from experience that even when we try our hardest to 
speak with love to someone about an important issue, there 
is always the possibility that the other person will not receive 
it with the love that was intended and so conflict arises.  

The English word conflict comes from a Latin word which 
means, "to strike together". Whenever two or more people 
go after goals that they perceive to be correct and whenever 
one person’s ideas and needs collide with another’s, conflict 
arises.    

We know that there is always a tension between the 
Christian and the rest of the world. Just as Jesus was faced 
with opposition and he was in conflict with the people of his 
time so are we faced with similar conflict. The values of the 
world are not necessarily those of the Christian. 

The community, in which we believe might believe that 
casual sex, taking advantage of others, cheating, abusive 
behavior and language, crude jokes, stories and actions are 
normal and so are okay. Everyone else thinks it’s okay so it 
must be okay. 

I recall a discussion with a young teenage couple who 
attended a church where I was pastor asking me if it was 
okay for them to have sex since everyone else at school was 
doing it. They were stunned when I told them that God 
intended sex for marriage – for couples who were committed 
to each other for life – for those who were ready to take on 
the responsibilities that go along with having sex. 
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But it is clear that the standards of the Christian and that of 
the world can be poles apart. 

The world may think that it is weak to seek reconciliation 
when it is clear that you are the one who has been wronged. 
The way Christ wants us to respond in a situation like this is 
to act in love and to make amends where there has been a 
falling out no matter who is in the right or the wrong. 

The fact remains - no one likes conflict. No one likes to be 
ridiculed as "old fashioned" and "out of touch with the real 
world", but in the end there can be no compromise. If we are 
followers of Jesus, then we will want to be what God 
intended us to be and to live the new life that we have in 
Christ. And there will be times when we will find ourselves in 
conflict with others because of our faith in Jesus. As long as 
we are in this world there will always be tension between the 
followers of Christ and the world. Doesn’t Jesus say, "Do not 
suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did 
not come to bring peace, but a sword"? To know Christ will 
more than likely put us at odds with the world and its values. 
Jesus even says that this conflict may even occur between 
members of the same family. 

 But what about tension in the church? Is there a place for 
conflict and unease in the church? The response I’m sure we 
would all give is that there should not any tension and 
conflict in the church. However, I was challenged with this 
thought I read recently. 

In conflict, a group is energized. As an old pastor once said, 
"You can put out a fire easier than you can raise the dead". 
Where there is absolutely no dissatisfaction, no vision of 
anything better, no pain, there is little action. A church in 
which there is a healthy amount of tension and conflict is a 
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church alive." The writer went on to say that the church 
needs to be exposed to the demands of Scripture, to be 
assured that there is a power for change, for good, and for 
meaning in our world, and that ... there is something better 
than merely present arrangements.   

Do you see his point? 

A church that is no longer challenged; a church in which 
there is no tension; a church where there is no healthy 
conflict, no critical examination of its ministry and mission, no 
pain as it seeks out better and even more appropriate ways 
of fulfilling its mission in the world; that church will do very 
little.  

You see in the church there should always be pastors, lay 
people, or committees who will ask the question, "How can 
we do what we are doing in a better way". There will always 
be those who will propose with conviction a certain direction 
the church should go in order to fulfill its mission more 
effectively. And there will be those who will propose a 
different direction. That is conflict.  

If we didn’t care about Jesus, our faith, one another, the 
church, our own congregation or even those in our 
community and in the world, then there would be no conflict. 
We would be happy to go along doing what we always have 
done even if it doesn’t work very well. But we do care; we do 
have our own individual ideas of how the mission of the 
church should be carried out. We care about the kingdom of 
God and that’s why conflict in the church can be so vigorous. 
That’s is why two people, both sincere, both concerned 
about God’s work in their congregation, both dedicated to 
serving God can have opposing views. Both are seeking the 
best way to do God’s work. 
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The Gospel, the love of God for us sinners, the love that 
Jesus demonstrated on the cross, our faith in Jesus will not 
let us sit on our hands and do nothing to improve the way we 
are doing things. When there is tension because the church 
is being confronted with new ways to carry out God’s 
mission, then the gospel is being truthfully preached and 
enacted, and we are participating in the same kind of conflict 
that characterized much of Jesus’ ministry.  

But the problem is this - we are afraid of conflict. We try to 
go out of our way to ensure that peace, calmness, 
acceptance and harmony reign supreme. There is a reason 
for this fear of conflict. Too often we allow conflict to become 
personal and we quickly label people as "hard to get on with" 
because they challenge our point of view. People get hurt, 
things are said that shouldn’t be said, harm is done to 
relationships, dirty tricks are used to get the upper hand, and 
some leave the church because of what has happened and 
the way the conflict got out of hand. What that happens 
Satan has won the day.  

There are those times when either we have created conflict 
or fanned the flames of conflict, not for the good of the 
church and its mission, but because we have some personal 
need. There are times when we have let creative tension in 
the church or our families become destructive. When Jesus 
found himself in the midst of tension and challenges of his 
authority he always acted in love. Our wills and God’s collide 
more frequently than we are aware. But God always loves 
even though we are in conflict with him. He died for us, and 
forgives us.  

Our prayer should always be this. Lord, stir us up and 
disquiet us by your Holy Spirit. Help us to learn to fight for 
what’s important and, in our disagreements with one 
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another, to fight like Christians, that is with love, with truth, 
and with the conviction that we are all brothers and sisters 
here, all of us trying to be faithful to the One who has called 
us to be his church. Amen. 


