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9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Take Heart; It Is I; Do Not Be Afraid 

 

AS WE GATHER: "Fear is the mind killer," said one sci-fi 

character.  Fear is the mind killer---it has the power to steal our 

joy, to distract us from our hope, and to enhance whatever 

current misery befalls us. We are surrounded by fears---for 

economic security, for the well-being of our family, for safety in 

our violent and contentious world, among others.  Today, Jesus 

comes speaking to us and to our fears.  "It is I," He says to us.  

And indeed it is Jesus---in the Word that speaks forgiveness to 

our guilty hearts, in the water that cleanses us from the stain of 

sin and marks us as God's own, and in the Sacrament that feeds 

us heaven's bread and salvation's cup to sustain our lives in 

Christ, both for now and for all eternity.  Fear is the mind killer 

and Christ is the fear killer. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Father of mercy, into the 

darkness of our sin and death You sent Your Son, who in word 

and deed fulfilled Your saving promise and declared us to be a 

holy people. Give us trusting hearts that we may rejoice in His 

saving presence among us through the means of grace and be 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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quieted from the fears and anxieties of our hearts, so that we 

may follow Him with all boldness; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN “In You Is Gladness”  LW 442 

 

Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People:   Amen.  

 
Pastor: Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised. 

People: And His greatness is unsearchable. Psalm 145:3 

 

All: They shall speak of the might of Your awesome 

deeds, and I will declare Your greatness. Psalm 145:6 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of 

one another. 

People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole 

company of heaven and to you, my brothers and 

sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own 

most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 

Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my 

sins, and bring me to everlasting life.  Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us and given to us His only Son to suffer and die 
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for our salvation.  As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.     

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: May He who began this good work in you bring it to 

completion on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Peace 

be with you. 

People: And also with you.   

  
INTROIT (Read by Pastor) 

 

GLORIA PATRI (Spoken) 

 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

 
KYRIE (Spoken) 

 

People: Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon 

us, Lord have mercy upon us.   

 

HYMN OF PRAISE "Give Thanks to God in Heav'n" (Sung to 

Darwall’s 148
th
 LW 500)   

 

Give thanks to God in heav'n 

For He is always good; 

Give thanks to God the Lord 

Whose wonders ever stood. 
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God's love endures! 

His steadfast love endures, endures forevermore! 

 

Give thanks to Him who made 

The glorious heav'ns on high; 

Who spread upon the seas 

The earth---with life supplied! 

God's love endures! 

His steadfast love endures, endures forevermore! 

 

Give thanks to God the Light 

Whose pow'r rules o'er the day 

And placed the moon and stars 

As rulers of the night. 

God's love endures! 

His steadfast love endures, endures forevermore! 

 

Give thanks to God in heav'n 

Whose goodness never fails; 

What He once gave in love, 

In love He still has giv'n! 

God's love endures! 

His steadfast love endures, endures forevermore! 

 
Text: Larry A. Peters, Copyright (c) 2008 Larry Peters. All rights reserved. Used 

by permission. 

  

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.   

People:   And with Thy spirit. 
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Pastor:   Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, You come to us amid the storms and 

fears of life, calling to us with the familiar voice of 

Your Word and speaking peace to our hearts.  Help us 

to trust in You in every trouble and to know Your 

presence in every trial so that our fears may not 

overcome us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 9:8-17 (God places the rainbow 

as a sign of the covenant relationship between Him and all 

flesh.) 

 

PSALM HYMN "God of the Sparrow" All God's People Sing 111  

 

God of the sparrow, God of the whale God of the 

swirling stars 

How does the creature say Awe How does the creature   

say Praise 

 

God of the earthquake God of the storm God of the 

trumpet blast 

How does the creature cry Woe How does the creature 

cry Save 

 

God of the rainbow God of the cross God of the empty 

grave 

How does the creature say Grace How does the creature 

say Thanks 
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God of the hungry God of the sick God of the prodigal  

How does the creature say Care How does the creature 

say Life 

 

God of the neighbor God of the foe God of the pruning 

hook 

How does the creature say Love How does the creature 

say Peace 

 

God of the ages God near at hand God of the loving 

heart 

How do Your children say Joy How do Your children 

say Home 

 
Text: Jaroslav Vajda, 1919-2008. Copyright (c) 1983 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Tune: ROEDER, Carl Schalk, copyright (c) 1983 GIA Publications. 

 
EPISTLE Ephesians 3:14-21 (Christ dwells in your hearts by 

faith.) 

  

ALLELUIA and VERSE Mark 6:50c 

 

Pastor: Alleluia. 

People: Alleluia.  
 

Pastor: Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.  

People: Alleluia. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL 
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People:  Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

Mark 6:45-56 (Do not be afraid; I am here.) 

 

People:   Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again 

from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 

shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY "Amazing Grace How Sweet the 

Sound" LW 509  
 

SERMON 

OFFERING   

OFFERTORY (sung to page 22 of TLH) 

People: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 

right spirit within me, Cast me not away from thy 
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presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation and 

uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 

PRAYER  

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen.  

 

COLLECT 

Pastor: Grant, we implore you, almighty God, to Your Church 

Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom which comes down 

from above that Your Word may not be bound but 

have free course and be preached to the joy and 

edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that in steadfast 

faith we may serve You and in the confession of Your 

name abide to the end, through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His 

face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; The 
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Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you 

peace.                                      

People:   Amen, Amen, Amen.    

CLOSING HYMN "Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me" LW 

512 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray for our many members and 

friends of Ebenezer, that the Lord will have mercy on those who 

have serious health issues, especially, infant Faith Nicole 

Hallien, who still has many health issues, but at times is doing a 

little better; Dorris Bade, who is undergoing cancer treatments; 

Eric Hohlt, who is hospitalized; Darlene McDaris, Ruth 

Wesche and our many shut-ins – Yvonne Gleitz, Hulda 

Althage, Irene Bargen, Edna Deppermann, Mathilde Ohse, 

Adeline Keune, Ardell Wagner, Delores Roehrs, Beth Pelster 

and Ed Gardner; and all those we hold dear in our hearts. 

 
We again pray that the Lord would please grant rain and 

cooler weather to our many farm fields and gardens during 

this hot, dry summer weather. 

 
We pray that the abiding blessings of God may rest upon all our 

fathers and mothers, our families, our communities, our 

places of business and our schools, our many men and 

women of our Armed Forces, stationed around the world 

and here at home; and the people who respond to 

emergencies – our law enforcement people, and firefighters 

and the first responders who help to protect us. 
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We again pray that the Lord will guide our Church leaders to 

fulfill God’s will and purpose, and bless us with faithful 

pastors and Church workers who will faithfully steward 

God’s Word to us and to bless our missionaries, Robin 

McCoy, John Strasen, and Mike and Cindy Rodewald. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests – we are very glad you are here 

with us today!  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love 

during our worship services.  Please join us here at Ebenezer 

again soon!  Please sign the guest register near the front door 

of the Church with your name, address and Church affiliation. 

American Cancer Society – A baked ham and pulled pork 

dinner will be served in our dining hall Sunday, August 26, 2012 

from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM to benefit the American Cancer 

Society.  The work of the American Cancer Society helps people 

get well by guiding them and their families through every step in 

their fight against cancer by finding better treatments and 

funding research to find a cure.  Your free will donation will 

help people stay well with prevention and early detection.  Mark 

your calendar and plan to attend! 

Recycle Update – Throughout the month of July we were able 

to add $43.40 to our recycle for missions total and another 

$16.00 in cash donations from the Gardner auction lunch stand.  

This brings our aluminum recycle total to $3,697.85, the cash 

donations total to $1,743.36 and our grand total for all recycle 

for missions projects to $6,662.21.  Sincere thanks to all for your 

support, help, and cooperation! 

VBS Update – Our Vacation Bible School went very smoothly 
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this past week.  We had an enrollment of 76 children and 32 

helpers and teachers.  A full report on Bible School will follow 

in upcoming bulletins in August.  Thanks for your help and 

support that makes our Bible School a success. 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols                                                       

Organist Sunday -  Ruth Marschel                                                           

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade                                                               

Head Usher Sunday – Marvin Kassebaum                                               

Altar Guild – Pat Anderson and Mary Sprick                                 

Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Cody Adams and Brian Nelson              

Bell Ringer – Jeff Hohlt 

Our Offerings in Response to Christ’s Grace 

Our giving last week:                                                                           

Weekly envelopes -   $1,237.00                                                                     

Plate -          $70.25                                                                                                  

Sunday School -                       $27.75                                                                    

Memorial for Laura Scheer - $20.00                                                  

Vacation Bible School -           $10.00                                                             

Cemetery lots purchased       $600.00                                                  

Cemetery Maintenance fee -   $50.00   

                                               $2,015.00 

Worship Attendance                                Sunday School Attendance                                                                    

Attendance Saturday   26                        Children   9                                      

Attendance Sunday      76                         Adults      22 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Friday – Ladies Aid 1:30 PM                                                                   

Saturday – Worship with Holy Communion  5:00 PM 

 


