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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Amos's Time, Our Time 

  

AS WE GATHER:    It's amazing how people will tolerate 

injustice just to save themselves. The Holy Gospel reading this 

week tells us about how powerful people will only tolerate so 

much "honesty" from those who speak against their excesses.  

King Herod had John the Baptist locked up in prison.  St. Mark 

tells us that when Herod heard John, "he was greatly perplexed, 

and yet he heard him gladly" (6:20).  John had told the king, "It 

is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife" (6:18) and this 

angered Herodias.  Herod was tricked by his wife to behead 

John the Baptist.  The sad irony is that "the king was exceedingly 

sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to 

break his word to her" (6:26). Today's Scripture readings teach 

us people will even oppose the truth to prove that they are right!  

Meanwhile, God keeps including those whom we are inclined to 

exclude from His kingdom.   

 

+PREPARATION + 

We Come into God's Presence 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL  
 

OPENING HYMN "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise" LW 

451  

 

INVOCATION 
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Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit.   

People: Amen.   
 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 85:1-7 (Revive Us Again) 

 

Pastor: LORD, You were favorable to Your land; 

People: You restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

 

Pastor: You forgave the iniquity of Your people; 

People: You covered all their sin. 
 

Pastor: You withdrew all Your wrath; 

People: You turned from Your hot anger. 

 

Pastor: Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 

People: and put away Your indignation toward us! 
 

Pastor: Will You be angry with us forever? 

People: Will You prolong Your anger to all generations? 

 

Pastor: Will You not revive us again; 

People: that Your people may rejoice in You? 
 

Pastor: Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD; 

People: and grant us Your salvation. 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be forever.  Amen. 
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CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION   
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins before God and one another.   

All: Most merciful God, there are so many ways we 

deceive ourselves---believing that we are good while 

considering others to be unfit for our fellowship or 

Your salvation.  We hear in today's Scripture 

readings about the priest who would not allow 

words of judgment to be spoken in a house of 

worship.   We learn about a king who executes an 

innocent man to save himself from public 

embarrassment.  We listen to an account of 

religious people who had a difficult time 

understanding how those considered unclean could 

rightfully become inheritors of God's eternal 

promises. In all of these readings, we witness sinful 

people trying to prove their righteousness, at the 

cost of others.  We, at times, are such people. 

Forgive us, O Lord!  Blot out our sins.  Show us 

Your steadfast love for the sake of Jesus, who alone 

saves us from our sin.   
 

Pastor: In Christ, we are a forgiven people---not because our 

confession is so sincere or complete, but because 

God's steadfast love is unchanging, faithful, and just!  

Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  As we 

freely confess, so we are freely forgiven, for the sake 

of Jesus Christ our Lord, who won our redemption for 

us at a great price.   
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People: Amen.   So let it be.   
  

SONG OF PRAISE  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” LW 

444 

 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 

the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, 

for he is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear 

Now to his temple draw near, 

Joining in glad adoration! 

 

Praise to the Lord, who over all 

Things is wondrously reigning 

And, as on wings of an eagle, 

uplifting, sustaining. 

Have you not seen 

All that is needful has been 

Sent by his gracious ordaining? 

 

Praise to the Lord, who will 

Prosper your work and defend you; 

Surely his goodness and mercy 

Shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew 

What the almighty can do 

As with his love he befriends you. 

 

Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all 

That is in me adore him! 
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All that has life and breath, 

Come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen 

Sound from his people again. 

Gladly forever adore him! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   

 

Pastor: Let us pray.   

All: O Lord, You granted Your prophets strength to 

resist the temptations of the devil and courage to 

proclaim repentance.  Give us pure hearts and 

minds to follow Your Son faithfully even into 

suffering and death; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

+ WORD + 

We Hear God's Word 

 
  

OLD TESTAMENT Amos 7:7-15 (Amos is expelled from 

Bethel.)   
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EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3-14 (Gentiles have also received God's 

promises.)   

 

ALLELUIA VERSE (spoken by all) 

 

Alleluia.  Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Alleuia 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 6:14-29 (The beheading of John the 

Baptist)   

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St Mark, the sixth 

chapter.   

People: Glory to You, O Lord!   
 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ!   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY "Son of God, Eternal Savior" LW 394  

 

SERMON   

  

ORDER OF SERVICE CONTINUES ON PAGE 166 OF 

LUTHERAN WORSHIP 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 243, 249, 240 
 

CLOSING HYMN “O Jesus, Blessed Lord, My Praise” LW 

245 
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray for our many members and 

friends of Ebenezer that the Lord will have mercy on those who 

have serious health issues, especially, Wilma Helling, who had 

cancer surgery this past Tuesday; infant Faith Nicole 

Hallien,who is doing some better but will be having more 

surgeries and a long hospital stay;  Dorris Bade, whose cancer 

has returned; Babs Kormeier returned home from the hospital; 

Eric Hohlt; Darlene McDaris, Ruth Wesche, and we 

remember our many shut-ins – Yvonne Gleitz, Hulda 

Althage, Irene Bargen, Edna Deppermann, Mathilde Ohse, 

Adeline Keune, Ardell Wagner, Delores Roehrs, Beth Pelster 

and Ed Gardner; and all those we hold dear in our hearts. 

 

We pray for the comfort for the family of Laura Scheer.  Laura 

entered her eternal home with Jesus on Monday morning of this 

past week.  Visitation was held Wednesday evening with the 

Funeral Service at Trinity Lutheran Church in New Haven on 

Thursday morning. Burial was here at Ebenezer cemetery next 

to her husband, Victor Scheer.  Our Christian sympathy and 

prayers go to Laura’s daughter and son-in-law, Dave and Joan 

Menke and their children, relatives and many friends. 

 

We pray for Mindy Hoemann and Brandon Freeman who 

will be married this Saturday at our church. 

 

We give thanks for the rain that some parts of our 

community received this last weekend, but ask that the Lord 
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would please grant more rain to our many farm fields and 

gardens during this hot, dry, summer weather. 

 

 

We again pray that the Lord will guide our Church leaders to 

fulfill God’s will and purpose, and bless us with faithful 

pastors and Church workers who will faithfully steward 

God’s Word to us and to bless our missionaries, John 

Strasen, Robin McCoy and Mike and Cindy Rodewald. 

 

We pray that the abiding blessings of God may rest upon all our 

fathers and mothers, our families, our communities, our 

places of business and our schools, our many men and 

women of our Armed Forces, stationed around the world 

and here at home; and the people who respond to 

emergencies – our law enforcement people, and firefighters 

and the first responders who help to protect us. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

To our members and guests – we are very glad you are here 

with us today!  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love 

during our worship services.  Please join us here at Ebenezer 

again soon!  Please sign the guest register near the front door 

of the Church with your name, address and Church affiliation. 

 

Welcome! -We welcome members of the Bunge family who 

are with us today celebrating their annual family reunion.  

We hope you will enjoy the day and join us again here at 

Ebenezer soon! 
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Our Quarterly Voter’s Meeting was held here at Ebenezer last 

Monday evening, July 9th with 16 members present.  Highlights 

of this interesting meeting will be printed in the upcoming 

bulletins or August newsletter. 

 

Ebenezer Mission Society will meet Monday, July 16th around 

6:30 PM to work on our projects (Sewing warming bags, etc.) 

Please plan to join us! 

 

Recycle Paper Dumpster – A new paper dumpster has been 

brought here for our recycle paper project.  Please remember, we 

can’t put cardboard or plastic in the dumpster. 

 

Thrivent Reminder – Thrivent will have a potluck dinner next 

Sunday, July 22nd.  Roast beef, and sausage will be provided.  

Please bring a dish to share – veggies, salad or dessert.  We will 

also have a short meeting to talk about the Thrivent Choice 

dollars for next year. 

 

African Children’s Choir Concert – Immanuel Lutheran 

Church in Washington will have an African Children’s Choir 

Concert on Friday, August 10th at 7:00 PM.  This is a free 

concert that will lift the spirit of people of any age.  There is a 

free will offering that takes place toward the end of the concert 

to support the choir and many other projects in Africa.  The 

African Children’s Choir has been working with Africa’s most 

vulnerable children for the past 27 years.  The Choir’s mission is 

to raise awareness of the plight of Africa’s orphaned and 

abandoned children and also show the beauty, dignity and 
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unlimited potential of each African Child!  You are invited to 

join us for an unforgettable experience. 

 

Vacation Bible School – “Amazing Desert Journey – Where 

Jesus Leads Us Home” 

Vacation Bible School begins Monday, July 23rd and runs 

through Friday, July 27th, from 9:00 to 11:30 AM.  Closing 

program will be Friday evening at 7:00 PM with Otis 

Woodard as our special guest. 
The children will learn about God’s plan to rescue them from sin 

and death through His Son, Jesus, who even now is preparing a 

heavenly home for them and all who believe!  As they hear the 

accounts of God’s forgiveness, mercy, and salvation from 

Scripture, they will begin to relate these Bible truths to their own 

life and faith now and for eternity.  This year’s stories include:  

Adam & Eve’s Fall into Sin; God Provides Manna & Water; 

Jesus is Tempted; Jesus Dies & Rises; and A Heavenly 

Multitude.  In addition to the stories we will be singing great 

songs of praise, making fun crafts, eating great snacks, and 

enjoying games together.  On Friday, July 27th the children will 

be packaging meals for Kids Against Hunger.  These meals are 

distributed anywhere in the world where balanced meals are 

needed. 

 

Vacation Bible School Mission projects this year will be 

supporting two Missions.  We will be helping our friend Otis 

Woodard with his Lutheran Outreach with school supplies (new 

or used), meals in a can, hygiene supplies, ready to eat cereals, 

and juice box drinks.  The offering on Friday evening will also 

go to Lutheran Outreach.  Our second project is Kids Against 

Hunger.  On Friday morning, July 27th, the children will be 
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packaging meals for children around the world that are in need 

of a balanced meal.  Our monetary offerings throughout the 

week will go toward purchasing the ingredients for the meals. 

 

VBS Snacks – each day the children enjoy a cookie or fresh 

fruit snack and a cup of juice or Kool-Aid.  Any donations for 

snack time would be greatly appreciated.  These can be dropped 

off in the Church kitchen or to Pastor or Margaret. 

 

VBS Needs – One of our craft projects this year will be making 

T-shirts with the children and helpers for use in our closing 

program.  Each family is asked to bring a pre-washed T-shirt 

with no fabric softener, for each of their children.  This may be a 

problem for some families so we are asking for T-shirt donations 

or cash donations to us to purchase T-shirts.  We need white 

children’s T-shirts sized from small to large and also some adult 

sizes from small to large.  Please print your child’s name on the 

tag.  Thanks so much for your help and support! 

 

VBS Staff –Our teaching staff is complete.  Anyone that would 

like to help in any way is welcome to join us.  Your help is 

welcome any or each day to VBS week.  Our teachers are as 

follows:  Pre-K – Dawn Brune, Kindergarten – Jane 

Redhage, First Grade – Mary Zastrow, Second Grade – 

Becky Summers, Third & Fourth Grade – Julie 

Hilkerbaumer, Fifth & Sixth – Kim Becerra, Seventh & 

Eighth – Pastor, Music – Jolene Schultz and Ruth Marschel, 

Arts & Crafts – Karen Sprick.  We thank them for 

volunteering their services for Bible School. 
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Please note – Susan Hoemann, Picnic Committee Chairman has 

the final figures from the picnic.  $6500 in proceeds was 

deposited to the Church account this week.  A complete 

accounting along with a “Thank you” note will be in the August 

newsletter. 

 

Lutheran Public Radio - For those who enjoy traditional 

Christian music and choirs please go to lutheranpublicradio.org.  

Pastor and Margaret have been enjoying this for the past two 

weeks.  A link will be made on our website.   

 
Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Marvin Kassebaum 

Altar Guild – Pat Anderson & Mary Sprick 

Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Brian Nelson and Cody Adams 

Bell Ringer – Jacob Nelson 

 

Our Offerings in Response to Christ’s Grace 

Our giving last week: 

Weekly envelopes   $2,083.00 

Plate          128.74 

Sunday School                           17.56 

Use of Facilities                          40.00 

Bill Pohlmann Memorial        100.00 

VBS                                             50.00 

Total                                     $2,419.30 

 

Proceeds from picnic           $6,500.00 
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Attendance Saturday 24 

Attendance Sunday  80 

           104 

 

Sunday School Attendance 

Children   7 

Adults         15 

         22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Today – Bunge family reunion 

Monday -  Mission Society Sewing night 

Thursday – Evangelism Committee 7:00 PM 

Friday – Wedding rehearsal 6:00 PM 

Saturday – Wedding 11:00 AM 

    (Reception in our dining hall) 

  Worship 5:00 PM 

 

 

There are still some July newsletters on the table near the entrance, 

if you do not have one, please take one along home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


