


Lesson 9 

 Death Draws Near  
(Mark 12:13-13:37) 



Theme Verse  
 [Jesus said,] "What I say to you, I say to 

everyone: 'Watch!' "(Mark13:37). 



GOAL 
We seek to understand some of Jesus' final 

teachings before His arrest. 



What's Going On Here?  
 

The time for Jesus' death was drawing near. The 
religious leaders tried several times to trap 
Him in His words. But He amazed them with 
His answers. When they were silenced, Jesus 
challenged them with a question designed to 
stimulate them to examine their expectations 
of the Messiah. 



What's Going On Here?  
 

Jesus then instructed His disciples about things 
to come, preparing them for the time when 
He would be taken from them. He talked to 
them about the destruction of Jerusalem, 
about the persecutions they would face, and 
about His return in glory.  



What's Going On Here?  
 

His words call all of His disciples to vigilance as 
they await His return. 



 

Mark 12:18-

27 



Marriage  

Mark 12:18-27 

This question too was designed to discredit 
Jesus. The Sadducees did not believe that 
people would live again after death. Their 
question was intended to highlight the 
difficulties that would be encountered if there 
indeed were a resurrection.  

 



Marriage  

Mark 12:18-27 

Thus, they intended to make belief in the 
resurrection seem ridiculous, and they hoped 
to make Jesus look ridiculous trying to defend 
it. Central to their argument was the Jewish 
belief that family relationships would be the 
same in heaven as they are here on earth. 



Marriage  

Mark 12:18-27 

According to Jesus, what was the basis of their 
error? What did Jesus teach about marriage in 
heaven? 



Marriage  

Mark 12:18-27 

The only part of Scripture that the Sadducees 
considered valid was the Pentateuch, the first 
five books of Moses. Note that Jesus' final 
argument was drawn from this part of 
Scripture. 



Marriage  

Mark 12:18-27 

When the Jews of Jesus' day talked about God 
as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they 
were acknowledging that God was the 
protector and Savior of their forefathers. What 
did Jesus' reply say about the extent to which 
God was the patriarchs' protector and Savior? 



The Greatest Commandment 

Mark 12:28-34 

What did both Jesus and the teacher of the law 
agree is the central concern of God? What is 
the basis of our love for God (12:29)?  

Why did Jesus' answer include two 
commandments when the question only 
asked for one? 



Whose Son Is the Messiah? 

Mark 12:35-37 

Jesus Himself took a turn at asking a question. 
His question revolved around the relationship 
between the witness of Scripture that the 
Messiah would be David's son and that He 
would be David's Lord.  



Whose Son Is the Messiah? 

Mark 12:35-37 

The people's hope for a Messiah was based in 
part on God's promise to David that "your 
house and your kingdom will endure forever 
before Me; your throne will be established 
forever" ( 2 Samuel 7:16).  



Whose Son Is the Messiah? 

Mark 12:35-37 

In Jesus' day most Jews expected that the 
Messiah, in fulfillment of this promise, would 
set up an earthly kingdom, such as David had. 
But Jesus taught them that they were missing 
something important. The Messiah was not 
only David's descendant, but also David's 
Lord. 



Whose Son Is the Messiah? 

Mark 12:35-37 

 In order to fulfill both 2 Samuel 7:16 and Psalm 
110:1, which Jesus quoted in Mark 12:36, 
where would the Messiah's throne be 
situated? What did this imply about Jesus' 
nature? What did it imply about whom Jesus 
came to do battle with? 



Warning Against the Teachers of 
the Law 

Mark 12:38-40 

 What was the heart of Jesus' warning about the 
teachers of the law? 



Widow’s Mite Mark 12:41-44 

Mark 12:41-44 

 What was the heart of Jesus' warning about the 
teachers of the law? 



Widow’s Mite 

Mark 12:41-44 

 In contrast to the teachers of the law, what did 
this woman demonstrate by her gift? 



Closing 
The God of Abraham praise; 

        All praised be His name 

        Who was and is and is to be 

        And still the same! 

        The one eternal God, 

        Ere aught that now appears; 

        The First, the Last: beyond all thought 

        His timeless years! 



Closing 
The whole triumphant host 

        Give thanks to God on high; 

        "Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!" 

        They ever cry. 

        Hail, Abraham's God and mine!-- 

        I join the heavenly lays,-- 

        All might and majesty are Thine, 

        And endless praise. 


