


Lesson 9 

 Death Draws Near  
(Mark 12:13-13:37) 



Theme Verse  
 [Jesus said,] "What I say to you, I say to 

everyone: 'Watch!' "(Mark13:37). 



GOAL 
We seek to understand some of Jesus' final 

teachings before His arrest. 



What's Going On Here?  
The time for Jesus' death was drawing near. The 

religious leaders tried several times to trap 
Him in His words. But He amazed them with 
His answers. When they were silenced, Jesus 
challenged them with a question designed to 
stimulate them to examine their expectations 
of the Messiah. 



What's Going On Here?  
Jesus then instructed His disciples about things 

to come, preparing them for the time when 
He would be taken from them. He talked to 
them about the destruction of Jerusalem, 
about the persecutions they would face, and 
about His return in glory.  



What's Going On Here?  
His words call all of His disciples to vigilance as 

they await His return. 



The Authority of Jesus Questioned 

Read Mark 12:13-17.  



  

 

 

 

 

"Tiberius Caesar Augustus, Son of the Divine 
Augustus." 



  

 

The denarius was a Roman silver coin that is 
often known as the "penny" of the Bible 
because of the King James Version translation 
using that word for it. The denarius was about 
the size of a present-day U.S. or Canadian 
dime. 



  

 

 

The denarius was the most common Roman coin 
during the human lifetime of Jesus Christ. 
Amounting to a day's pay for workers and 
Roman troops, it's mentioned more often than 
any other coin. 



  

 

The illustration at right shows two different 
denarius coins with both of the Roman 
emperors who reigned during the time of 
Jesus, Caesar Augustus and Tiberius Caesar.  



  

 

A coin identical to one or the other of those was 
the subject of Jesus' well-known "Give to 
Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is 
God's”. 



The Authority of Jesus Questioned 

 Jesus' opponents intended the question they 
asked to put Jesus in a dilemma. If He 
answered that taxes should be paid to Caesar, 
He would be discredited with the people who 
felt that taxes were a humiliating sign of 
Rome's rule over them. If Jesus said that taxes 
were not to be paid, His enemies could have 
accused Him of treason to the Roman 
authorities. 

 

  



The Authority of Jesus Questioned 

Part of the reason Roman rule was so distasteful 
to the Jews was that the emperor claimed to 
be divine. The abbreviated inscription on the 
front of the coin that Jesus asked to see was 
this: "Tiberius Caesar Augustus, Son of the 
Divine Augustus." 

  



The Authority of Jesus Questioned 

By His reply, what was Jesus saying about paying 
taxes?  

 

What was He saying about the supposed divinity 
of Caesar?  



The Authority of Jesus Questioned 

As was common among scholarly debates of the 
day, the surface question asked by the 
religious leaders may have also hinted at a 
deeper question and that is this: "If you are 
the Messiah, why are we still under Roman 
rule?" In that case, Jesus' response would 
have indicated to the religious leaders that 
they were concerned about the wrong enemy.  



The Authority of Jesus Questioned 

Their real enemies were sin and death, and by 
comparison Rome was nothing to worry 
about. It was these greater enemies that Jesus 
had come to defeat.  



The Authority of Jesus Questioned 

What was the reaction of the religious leaders to 
Jesus' answer? 



 

Mark 12:18-

27 



Marriage  

Mark 12:18-27 

This question too was designed to discredit 
Jesus. The Sadducees did not believe that 
people would live again after death. Their 
question was intended to highlight the 
difficulties that would be encountered if there 
indeed were a resurrection.  

 



Marriage  

Mark 12:18-27 

Thus, they intended to make belief in the 
resurrection seem ridiculous, and they hoped 
to make Jesus look ridiculous trying to defend 
it. Central to their argument was the Jewish 
belief that family relationships would be the 
same in heaven as they are here on earth. 



Marriage  

Mark 12:18-27 

Thus, they intended to make belief in the 
resurrection seem ridiculous, and they hoped 
to make Jesus look ridiculous trying to defend 
it. Central to their argument was the Jewish 
belief that family relationships would be the 
same in heaven as they are here on earth. 



Marriage  

Mark 12:18-27 

According to Jesus, what was the basis of their 
error? What did Jesus teach about marriage in 
heaven? 



Marriage  

Mark 12:18-27 

The only part of Scripture that the Sadducees 
considered valid was the Pentateuch, the first 
five books of Moses. Note that Jesus' final 
argument was drawn from this part of 
Scripture. 



Marriage  

Mark 12:18-27 

When the Jews of Jesus' day talked about God 
as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they 
were acknowledging that God was the 
protector and Savior of their forefathers. What 
did Jesus' reply say about the extent to which 
God was the patriarchs' protector and Savior? 



Closing 

"Come, follow me," said Christ, the Lord, 
"All in my way abiding; 
Your selfishness throw overboard, 
Obey my call and guiding. 
Oh, bear your crosses, and confide 
In my example as your guide. 


