


Lesson 6 

Discipleship = 
Servanthood  

(Mark 9: 14-10:45) 



Theme Verse  
"Whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 

For even the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life as a 
ransom for many" (Mark 10:44-45). 



GOAL 
We seek to understand the essence of Jesus' 

mission to give His life as a ransom for many 
and His call to follow Him in service. 



What's Going On Here?  
Jesus continued to teach His disciples about the 

kingdom – a gift that must be received like a 
child - about the goal of His mission, and 
about the nature of discipleship. 



 
Jesus’ Third Prophesy of Death 

and Resurrection 
 
 

Read Mark 10:32-34. This was Jesus' third 
prophecy of His coming death and 
resurrection. Note that Jesus knew in detail 
what was going to happen to Him. 

Many of these details are spelled out in Old 
Testament prophecies such as Psalm 22:6-8 
and Isaiah 50:6. 



 



 
Jesus’ Third Prophesy of Death 

and Resurrection 
 
 

Many of these details are spelled out in Old 
Testament prophecies such as Psalm 22:6-8 
and Isaiah 50:6. 



 
Jesus’ Third Prophesy of Death 

and Resurrection 
 
 

Jesus' previous prophecy of His passion was 
followed by the disciples' argument about 
who was the greatest and Jesus' teaching 
about greatness in the kingdom (Mark 9:31-
35). After this prophecy, too, glory was on the 
mind of the disciples. 



 
Who is the Greatest? 

 
Read Mark 10:35-45 

James and John requested that when Jesus was 
revealed in glory that He give them the 
highest places of honor. Jesus asked them 
whether they could share in His suffering and 
death. Of course, no one could do that. But 
showing ignorance, James and John claimed 
they could. 

 



 
Who is the Greatest? 

 
Read Mark 10:35-45 

Jesus affirmed that indeed they would be 
persecuted and suffer for Him and the Gospel, 
yet it was the Father's prerogative to assign 
places of honor in the kingdom. Concerned 
lest James and John gain some advantage over 
them, the other 10 became indignant.  



 
Who is the Greatest? 

 
Read Mark 10:35-45 

Jesus again taught them that those who would 
be great in the kingdom must be servants. 
Jesus held Himself before the disciples as an 
example. 



 
Who is the Greatest? 

 
Read Mark 10:35-45 

What did He say about His mission? 



 
The Word for Us 

 
1.  Whom should the church allow to 

participate in the work of the kingdom?  

2. How can we keep from having an overly 
narrow view of that work?  

3. What dangers should we be wary of? 



 
The Word for Us 

 
1.  Discuss ways that all believers, but especially 

those who exercise leadership in the church, 
can remind themselves that they are 
servants.  

2. How can you live out your servant role? 



Prayer 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ chose to 
suffer pain before going up to joy, and 
crucifixion before entering into glory, 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of 
the cross, may find this path to be the way of 
life and peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



For Next Week 

As noted in the introduction, you will benefit 
from reading through the entire gospel several 
times. For next time, pay particular attention 
to Mark 10:46-12:12. 


