
Sermon for the Funeral of 
Ada Groppe   

  
 

IN THE NOW/NOT YET OF 
THIS DAY WE MOURN, BUT 
BY THAT SAME NOW/NOT 
YET OF OUR SALVATION 

WE ARE COMFORTED 

Dear friends in Christ, and especially Kathy and Pat and 
dear family and friends of our sister Ada: 

God be with you! And our prayers to Him are with you! 

Today we remember Ada.  A great: mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother, mother-in-law, friend and fellow 

Text: 1 Pet 1:3–9 Though you 
do not now see him, you 
believe in him and rejoice with 
joy that is inexpressible and 
filled with glory, obtaining the 
outcome of your faith, the 

salvation of your souls. 
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redeemed in Christ.  We are all here today to give thanks to 
God our Father for the gift of Ada to us in the many 
capacities that she was known. Each memory is precious 
and will endure for the rest of our lives.   

Dear family in Christ thank God for Ada, learn from her good 
works, which were many, and then pray to God for strength 
to imitate her. That is way we honor her memory.  As Ada’s 
Pastor, I would be amiss if I did not treat the topic at hand.  
Ada would not want be talk about her, but would want me to 
talk of Christ her Lord and Savior and this was her certain 
hope.  

“Ready to be revealed,” Peter says in our text. We wish 
everything were revealed right now, don’t we? Peter says we 
have an inheritance, a salvation, that is “ready to be 
revealed,” but that means it hasn’t been revealed yet; we 
can’t see it yet. We wish we could see everything that God is 
doing for Ada. We wish we could see everything God is 
doing for us. We wish we could see everything Ada can see. 
But we can’t just yet.  

Much has been revealed to us. Jesus did that when he came 
to earth. In so many ways, Jesus manifested, revealed, his 
glory during his earthly ministry. But even during Jesus’ time 
on earth, much of what he was and much of what he had in 
store for Ada and for us remained hidden. Jesus didn’t 
always do miracles. Jesus didn’t always show or use his 
almighty power. Indeed, it was necessary for him to lay aside 
his power in order to die on the cross to pay for our sins. 

Even in those events that revealed who Jesus is and what 
he was about, much of what he did remained hidden to most 
individuals. So Jesus changes water into wine, announcing 
the coming of his messianic kingdom and the very presence 



of the Messiah in accordance with the Old Testament 
prophecies of Joel and Amos, that when the Messiah comes 
the “mountains shall drip sweet wine” (Joel 3:18; Amos 
9:13). Indeed, the prophet Isaiah declares, “On this mountain 
the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 
food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of 
aged wine well refined” (Is 25:6). Jesus’ presence 
inaugurates the messianic kingdom, yet only the servants 
who drew the water and his disciples are aware of the 
miracle. “[He] manifested his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him” (Jn 2:11). 

When Jesus more openly allows others to see his great 
power, like when he raised Lazarus from the dead, the 
reaction of many is still not belief but unbelief. “Many of the 
Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
he did, believed in him, but some of them went to the 
Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. . . . So 
from that day on they made plans to put him to death” (Jn 
11:45–46, 53). The raising of Lazarus gets Jesus killed. Our 
Lord’s miracles comfort believers, and at the same time they 
witness to the horrible power of unbelief. 

Every miracle Jesus did was a foretaste of the coming 
Kingdom—that inheritance ready to be revealed—of how it 
will be in the new heavens and the new earth, as he 
reverses the results of sin. He came to show us now what is 
not yet fully with us. Thus, many Church scholars speak of 
the “now/not yet” to describe the twofold truth of Scripture 
that God has accomplished something, and it is a present 
reality, but it has not yet come in all of its fullness. We see 
this tension, for instance, in 1 Jn 3:1–3: 

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we             
should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason          
why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.   



Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be                
has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears                 
we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And 
everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

Now. Not yet. In fact, the Bible speaks of salvation as both a 
now, a present reality, and as a not yet. Thus, in Rom 8:1, 
Paul says, “There is therefore now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus.” Now. Ada has had this 
ever since her Baptism. We have it in our Baptisms, which 
brought us to faith in Christ. Now. However, a little later, Paul 
writes in Rom 8:22–25,  

“We know that the whole creation has been groaning together           
in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation,          
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the          
redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved.             
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what              
he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait                   
for it with patience.” 

 This is the not yet. 

And in our text today from First Peter, Peter speaks both of a 
present salvation, “obtaining the outcome of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls” (v 9), and also of our future 
salvation, yet to come, saying that we are “being guarded 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time” (v 5). Not yet revealed, but ours already. 

How comforting are both realities! We have so much 
revealed to us already—-Ada’s Savior, our Savior, all his 
work on earth, in life, and in death on the cross and in life 
again from the grave, all accomplished. Completed. 
Finished. And ours already as we believe in Jesus! What a 
comfort! But what a comfort as well to know there’s so much 
more coming, more to be revealed. That thrills us for Ada. 



And it can fire our imaginations for ourselves!  

Nevertheless, Scripture also speaks of the now not only as a 
time of receiving, but also as a time of waiting: “For a little 
while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 
trials” (v 6). Missing Ada is one of those trials. And we 
grieve. Suffering and grief remind us of the not yet. The now 
of suffering is the not yet of salvation. And Peter tells us that 
this suffering has come to prove our faith genuine. For Jesus 
desires faith not in what is seen but in what is unseen. Jesus 
desires faith in what is hidden in him. Jesus desires that we 
trust him. “Though you do not now see him, you believe in 
him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with 
glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls” (vv 8–9). 

And this tension between the now and not yet remains even 
in death as we wait for the resurrection. Ada is now with the 
Lord. But she has not yet received all the gifts he has in 
store for her. Ada is now in paradise, but there remains a not 
yet. The souls under the altar in the Book of Revelation cry 
out, “O Lord . . . how long?” (Rev 6:10). Although they are “in 
paradise,” as Jesus promised the thief on the cross, and 
although they are “with the Lord,” as Paul longed for in his 
Letter to the Philippians (Phil 1:23), calling being with the 
Lord “better by far,” there remains an incompleteness. And 
so it is with Ada. She is now happy beyond our wildest 
dreams. This is true. But there is more to come. Job 
confesses that he will see his Redeemer in his flesh even 
after his flesh has decayed. Job, in possibly the oldest book 
of the Bible, confesses the resurrection of the flesh. You may 
have noticed that I bowed before Ada’s earthly remains. I do 
that to counteract the false idea that this is not Ada. It is Ada. 
It is just not all of Ada. Ada’s soul is with the Lord. But Ada’s 
body will not be forgotten. It will be resurrected, and it will be 



better than it has ever been. 

And we experience two realities as we live in the tension of 
the now/not yet. 

We would love to see Jesus raise Ada now before our very 
eyes. It’s natural to desire a manifestation of his power now. 
We would love for our Lord to raise her as he raised Lazarus 
from the dead. But we must remember that our Lord did not 
raise every individual who died while he walked the earth in 
his state of humiliation. Indeed, John tells us that Jesus wept 
when he came to Lazarus’s tomb. It may have been his 
compassion for Lazarus’s sisters or his love for Lazarus that 
caused him to weep, but I wonder whether he may have 
wept because he knew he had to bring Lazarus back from 
paradise, from heaven. He knew Lazarus would have to go 
through the whole dying process again someday. He knew 
he was taking Lazarus away from that which is “better by 
far.” Yet, for the sake of his mission, and so that you and I 
might believe, he brought Lazarus back. For every miracle 
Jesus did was a foretaste of the coming Kingdom, of how it 
will be in the new heavens and the new earth. Yes, the not 
yet causes us to mourn, but we are comforted by the now of 
salvation. 

So in reality, 

IN THE NOW/NOT YET OF THIS DAY WE MOURN, 

BUT BY THAT SAME NOW/NOT YET OF OUR 
SALVATION 

WE ARE COMFORTED. 

Therefore, we do not mourn as those without hope. For 
wherever Jesus is, the Kingdom is present. Wherever Jesus 



is, the resurrection is present. For he is the resurrection and 
the life. And he who raised the dead, he who turned water 
into wine, he who walked on water will raise Ada and all 
believers on the Last Day. Then there will no longer be a not 
yet! Thanks be to God! 

 


