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You are witnesses of these things. 
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ASCENSION 
Preview of What is to Come 

May 17, 2012 

  

AS WE GATHER:  Today we celebrate the ascension of our 

Lord on the fortieth day after His resurrection. We rejoice that 

Jesus rules in power at God's right hand and sends us His Spirit, 

the Comforter. Our text this evening is Acts 1:1–11, the opening 

verses of the second book written by Luke to a man named 

Theophilus. Luke’s first book, of course, is the Gospel that we 

know by his name. In it, Luke described in detail the life of 

Jesus. Luke’s Book I ended with our Gospel reading, shortly 

after Jesus’ resurrection from the grave. And yet, as Luke 

himself writes, his first book records only what Jesus began to 

do and teach. Like all prudent best-selling authors, Luke was 

leaving his plot open for a sequel. 

       Luke’s Book II is the Book of Acts, but, in a sense, his story 

continues far beyond his writing. If Book I is the story of what 

Jesus began, Book II is the story of how he continued to act 

through us. If Book I is the story of the Gospel, Book II is the 

story of what God’s people have done with the Gospel. 
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The story of Jesus continues with us. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP:  Almighty God, your only 

Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes 

for us.  Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the 

end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Amen. 

  

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

Divine Service I, page 136 

HYMNS:  150, 149, 153  
  
Psalm 47 

 
1 Clap your hands, all you nations;  

   shout to God with cries of joy. 

 

 2 How awesome is the LORD Most High,           

    the great King over all the earth! 

 

 3 He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet. 

 

 4 He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom  

    he loved.   
                                                                                                                                                                                  

 5 God has ascended amid shouts of joy,           

    the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 

 

 6 Sing praises to God, sing praises;           

    sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
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7 For God is the King of all the earth;           

    sing to him a psalm of praise. 

 

 8 God reigns over the nations;           

    God is seated on his holy throne. 
 

 9 The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God                   

of Abraham, for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is 

greatly exalted. 

 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now, and 

will be forever.  Amen. 

 

Welcome:  We welcome our guests who are with us today from 

our area churches of the Washington Circuit.  

  

Youth:  “Beautiful Savior” 

Choir:   “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 

 

THE READINGS 

 

Acts 1:1-11 – The Ascension of our Lord 

 

Ephesians 1:15-23 – Thanksgiving and Prayer 

 

Luke 24:44-53 – You are witnesses of these things 


