
Sermon for Confirmation 
Sunday   

  
 

Love Is 

Brian, Cody, and Brent, this is a most appropriate text on 
your confirmation day. “Beloved let us love one another.”  
The text from 1 John 4 is really a summary of your two-year 
confirmation studies with me. It could be summarized in the 
one word “love.” Dear Brian, Cody, and Brent, love one 
another as Christ has loved you.  You are his beloved 
through the suffering and death of His Son, Jesus Christ.  
We love because He first loved us.  I don’t mean to 
embarrass you, but my purpose with you these past two 
years is to make you better “lovers”.  Not in the worldly 
sense but to be a better lover in the model of Jesus Christ. 

Some children were asked what they thought love is. 

"Love is like this. When my grandmother got arthritis, she 
couldn't bend over to put on her shoes anymore. So my 

Text: 1John 4:7-8 Dear 
friends, let us love one 
another, because love comes 
from God. Whoever loves is a 
child of God and knows God. 
Whoever does not love does 

not know God, for God is love. 
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grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands 
got arthritis too". 

"Love is when my mom goes with my dad in his boat even 
though she knows she will get seasick." 

"Love is when your puppy licks your face and you don’t care 
even though he has been eating something that really 
smells." 

"Love is my dad getting up in the middle of the night to 
change my sheets after I have thrown up everywhere". 

"God could have said magic words to make the nails fall off 
the cross, but he didn't because he loves us". 

It’s interesting to note that these children didn’t talk about 
some kind of warm fuzzy feeling one person has toward 
another but rather focused on what love does. Because of 
love one person will do some amazing yet often simple 
things that are very helpful and meaningful. Like this 
example, "My dad got really angry with my mom when she 
ran into the garage door with the car. Love is seeing them 
hug and make up".  

Love is a word that describes the relationship between two 
people but it’s more than that. Love involves actions and 
words that demonstrate that the other person is special. On 
Mothers’ Day the words ‘I love you, mom’ are important but 
they are hollow if those words are not followed up by actions 
motivated by the love that has just been expressed.  

When the apostle Paul talks about love in his famous words 
to the Corinthians he doesn’t describe a feeling, - the warm 
feeling that being close to a person gives us, but instead he 
gets to the heart of what love is by describing what love does 



and does not. He says, ‘Love is patient and kind. Love is not 
jealous or boastful or proud or rude. Love does not demand 
its own way. Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record of 
when it has been wronged. Love endures through all 
circumstances and never gives up’ (1Cor 13).  

We know these words off by heart and they roll of the tongue 
so easily but they can be very difficult to put into practice. 
When a person is really aggravating, selfish, and 
inconsiderate, Paul says that love dictates that we are to be 
patient, kind, never rude or irritable and that we should leave 
no stone unturned to be friends again with that person. In 
this kind of situation, regardless of the injury caused to us, 
love demands certain action our part.  

When we are trying to deal with a breakdown in the 
relationship with another person, this is not a time for 
feelings to take control because it’s likely that feelings will 
only want to get back at the other person, justify our own 
wrong, accuse and condemn the other person, get us all 
uptight and say things that are unkind. Instead this is a time 
for the kind of love that only wants peace and harmony. The 
kind of love that is willing to forgive past hurts and reach out 
in friendship.  

To those who hold that what goes round should come round, 
this kind of love is illogical and demonstrates weakness in a 
person’s character. What the Bible says is so different to 
worldly thinking. Strength of character is shown when a 
person determines to only let love control words and actions. 
This is the kind of love that John was referring to when he 
talked about the undeserved love the God has shown to us. 
"This is what love is: it is not that we have loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the means by which 
our sins are forgiven" (1 John 4:10).  



The Bible is quite clear. 

There is no doubt about God's patience with us. 

His love will always follow us no matter how terrible we have 
been or how much we have ignored his love for us. 

His love is always supportive and encouraging especially 
when things aren’t going right. 

His love involves sacrifice – giving up the life of Jesus on the 
cross just for us – just to forgive us and make it possible for 
us to be friends with him again. 

His love gives us hope – that when our journey is finished 
here on this planet we have eternal life in heaven. 

His love means a never-ending supply of forgiveness for all 
who trust and believe that Jesus died for them.  

That is the kind of loving heart that our heavenly Father has 
for us. In fact, I don’t believe we can fully grasp what God's 
love is really like. The holy Lord of heaven and earth, the 
creator of the universe, our creator loves us so powerfully 
that he will stop at nothing to restore us into a relationship 
with him. His love is such that he would even let Jesus, God 
himself, be subject to the sinfulness of humanity, and die on 
a cross just for us. That God should do all this for you and 
me, just specks in the vastness of the universe, is absolutely 
amazing. Even though we hurt our heavenly Father with 
every sin we commit, he still says to each us: “I love you and 
want you to come back.”  

Jesus died for all the times we have failed to love. 

He died to give us a fresh start taking all of our sin on 



himself, making us his special people. God wants us to be 
the kind of people he created us to be – people who will go 
to any length to show love toward others in the same way 
the Jesus gave up everything for us.  

Our love might be far from perfect and in spite of our good 
intentions we end up in a mess. But that doesn’t lessen 
God’s love for us in any way. He rolled up his sleeves and 
got all messy dying on a cross for us. 

A. He hugs us, 

B. Loves us, 

C. Forgives us, 

D. Encourages us 

E. Helps us through the Holy Spirit to put on love 
everyday. 

John goes on in his letter and says, ‘Dear friends, if this is 
how God loved us, then we should love one another’ and a 
bit later he says, ‘The command that Christ has given us is 
this: whoever loves God must love others also’ (1 John 
4:11,21). 

What could be clearer than that? Receiving God's love 
places on us the responsibility to share that same love. 
There is a call to obedience here – a call to following God's 
ways – a call to live life as people who have been saved, 
called, redeemed, adopted and sent out. 

There is nothing to suggest that showing love is optional or 
the kind of thing you do when it suits, or when you feel close 
to a person, or when another person is kind to you. When 



John says, ‘Whoever loves God must love others also’ there 
are no ifs, buts or maybes, no room for asking first, ‘What 
has that person done for me’.  

To put it bluntly this isn’t a "feel good" kind of love – the kind 
of love that appeals to our emotions and feelings. The kind 
of love that Jesus is talking about is a very practical kind of 
love: 

A. A sacrificial kind of love; 

B. The kind of love that doesn’t ask what the cost is; 

C. A love that doesn’t rely on friendly feelings toward 
others. 

That’s the kind of love that Jesus has for us – there was 
nothing likeable or friendly about those who nailed him to a 
cross and yet he could still look at them with nothing but love 
and forgiveness. 

We know all too well that this kind of love is just so hard. We 
mess up daily in our attempts to be kind, caring, 
understanding and compassionate. 

We feel bad that our love has been selective showing love 
only to those who have been kind to us. 

We feel bad because there have been limits on just how 
much we will do for someone. 

We feel bad that love has not been the controlling force that 
guides us in our relationships and the restoring of those 
relationships when things go all wrong. And what makes us 
feel even worse is when we hear Jesus say, "Love one 
another as I love you".  



If that’s your experience, then this is the precise reason 
Jesus died on the cross. At our baptism and then every time 
we come to the altar for Communion he reminds us that 
even though we have failed we are still his dearly loved 
children. Even though we find it so hard to love as he has 
commanded he doesn’t give up on us. With the love of Jesus 
in our lives, we go from here determined that this love will 
make a difference.  

Brent, Cody, and Brian, “Be Great Lovers”! 

 

 


