
Sermon for the Fourth 
Sunday of Lent  

 

The light for dark corners 

There are a whole series of answers to the question, "How 
many Christians does it take to change a light bulb?"   
Roman Catholics: None. They use only candles.    
Anglicans: Two. One to call the electrician, and one to talk 
about how much better the old one was. Pentecostals: Ten. 
One to change the bulb, and nine to pray against the spirit of 
darkness. Baptists: At least 15. One to change the light bulb, 
and three committees to approve the change. Lutherans: 
None. Lutherans don't believe in change. 

Light is wonderful creation of God. It is a very important for 
our happiness and our survival. It is with light that we are 
able to see the world around us. It is everywhere; it 
determines everything we see. Light is the conveyor of 

 John 3:19This is the verdict: Light 

has come into the world, but men 

loved darkness instead of light 

because their deeds were evil. 

20Everyone who does evil hates the 

light, and will not come into the light 

for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 

21But whoever lives by the truth 

comes into the light, so that it may be 

seen plainly that what he has done has 

been done through God." 



shape and color; it is the swiftest carrier of energy in the 
universe. Nothing can move faster than the speed of light. 
And since the invention of the laser beam in the 1960s and 
it's ever increasing application by doctors as they slice away 
cancers, dentists as they cut out decay, and the armed 
forces as they accurately target weapons, it may well be that 
nothing is more powerful than light, as well. 

Light is a very practical thing. It makes plants green by 
photosynthesis. Light picks up water from the sea and wafts 
it over the land to fall as rain. We like light. It is a source of 
joy. When light beams from the sun it brings smiles to 
grouchy faces. Light feels good to pale bodies lying on the 
beach [that is, if you don't overdo it]. On the other hand, 
when we get up in the middle of the night the lack of light 
causes us a good deal of pain as we walk into half open 
doors or stub our toes on furniture. 

And yet there are times when there is too much light. It 
exposes corners that had previously been hidden. You 
know, it’s a bit like those dark spots around our homes - 
behind a cupboard, under the fridge, under the bed, and its 
only when they are moved and you see those spots in the 
light of day that you see just how much dirt has accumulated 
there in the dark. At first we are embarrassed at so much dirt 
and dust, and then we set about cleaning it up. I suppose if 
we didn't care about the dirt, we would just ignore it and 
push the furniture back. We would pretend we didn't see it. 

There are so many dark corners in our world. There is the 
dark world of pornography and sexual immorality, the dark 
world of poverty, of environmental irresponsibility, the dark 
world of a lack of purpose and identity among so many of 
today's kids, and the dark world of war where people are 
maimed and killed. And it's so easy to pretend these dark 



corners don't exist, or to look the other way saying that those 
dark spots aren’t really our problem. 

In today's text we are told: Light has come into the world, but 
people loved the darkness instead of light because their 
deeds were evil. 

An old story tells of a desert nomad who awakened hungry 
in the middle of the night. He lit a candle and began eating 
dates from a bowl beside his bed. He took a bite from one 
and saw a worm in it; so he threw it out of the tent. He bit 
into the second date, found another worm, and threw it away 
also. Reasoning that he wouldn't have any dates left to eat if 
he continued, he blew out the candle and quickly ate the rest 
of the dates. 

Likewise a room looks a lot neater and cleaner in the dark. In 
the dark you can't see the dust and the cobwebs, you can't 
see the old newspapers thrown aside. You can't see the food 
squashed into the carpet, or the dirty marks on the walls. 
You can't see how gritty the curtains are or what condition 
the furniture is in. The person who owns the room may be 
someone whom you would expect to be neat and tidy. But 
turn on the light, all the dirt is exposed, and immediately you 
have been given a completely different picture of the person 
who lives here. 

Jesus is the Light. He came into the world not to condemn 
but to bring life. It is only as those dark private corners of our 
lives are exposed, that we can be helped. It is in the light of 
God’s Word that we are faced with the reality that we have 
dark corners of sin in our lives that need tidying. We are 
suddenly shaken to the realization that we are sinners. 
Everything is not as neat and tidy as we thought. There is a 
mess that needs to be cleaned up, and even though we 



have tried to hide the mess in the darkest and most private 
corner of our lives, the light of Jesus has shown us that there 
is dirt piled up there that needs cleaning out. Our 
temptations and secret sins, those faults that we would 
prefer not to admit to, the poor way we have treated the 
people we love, and selfish attitude when it comes to my 
fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The Light, Jesus, has come into the world not to bring 
condemnation, but to bring salvation, not to rub our noses in 
the dirt of those dark corners, but to sweep them out, to 
bring healing and reconciliation. This gift is freely yours. 
"Come," says the Light of the Word, "you are my daughter, 
you are my son. You are forgiven - you are accepted. Come 
and enjoy light and life. Bask in the beauty and warmth of 
the sun - the Son of God." "For God so loved the world" - 
that means you. God loved you so much that he sent his 
only Son so that you may believe and have eternal life. 

God's love for us may be free, and it certainly is freely given. 
But it cost God a great deal. It cost him the life of his Son. It 
meant raising up the Light of the world on a rough-hewn 
cross - for the world. Jesus spoke about this in the gospel 
reading. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so 
the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who 
believes in him may have eternal life. 

In John's Gospel, the height of Jesus' glory is on the cross. 
Later on in John's Gospel, Jesus refers to his suffering and 
death in this way. "Now is the Son of Man glorified". Strange 
words. One would think that the Gospel writer would have 
referred to the resurrection or the ascension or even to the 
Last Day as the centre point of Jesus' glory. No, for John the 
pinnacle of Jesus' glory is when he is lifted up on the cross. 
The moment when God is most glorified and Jesus is 



glorified is when he gives himself as sacrifice for others. 
Jesus gave his life like the Passover lamb, which was slain 
to save the lives of God's people. 

Quite different to our usual way of thinking. We would 
usually think that someone who died in this way is a loser, 
not someone who is glorified. Glory in suffering. That’s so 
different to our way of thinking. We glory in power, prestige, 
wealth, and success, fame. We love it. We strive for it. We 
yearn for it. Everyone likes a successful person. Everyone 
likes to be successful. 

But the Gospel of John states that true glory does not come 
from prestige, power, fame or wealth, but from the supreme 
sacrifice for others. Nowhere does God's love burn more 
deeply, nowhere does God's light shine more brightly, 
nowhere does God's grace come through more clearly than 
on the cross. 

Freely the light of his forgiveness shines into our lives 
brightening up every corner, forgiving every sin, restoring our 
relationship with God, renewing our lives. Whoever follows 
Jesus will not walk in darkness. They will experience the joy 
and peace of sins forgiven, of new attitudes to work, to 
school, to leisure, our world, our bodies, and of new 
relationships with family and friends. 

But you know what? Too often we prefer to keep some of the 
dirt in our lives in the dark. We pretend it's not there. We 
know it's there all right, but like the dirt under the fridge, we 
cover it up and pretend everything is all right. We think that 
what no one can see, won't hurt us. What is hidden in the 
dark won't matter. 

It matters to God. God knows about the dark corners in our 



lives. And he wants us to stop hiding our sin in the dark. He 
wants us to expose every dark corner to the Light of life. He 
is giving to us the Light that not only shows up the dirt in our 
lives but also cleans it away. He died so that we could be 
made new and clean. 

We are in the Lenten season, a time of preparation for the 
Passion of our Lord, a time for reflecting on why our Lord 
had to go to such extremes to save us. And this is why? He 
wants to clean the dirt hidden away in every corner of our 
lives. Today our readings remind us that God has done 
something about this dirt. Paul says in Ephesians, "In our 
natural condition we, like everyone else, were destined to 
suffer God's anger. But God's mercy is so abundant, and his 
love for us is so great, that while we were spiritually dead in 
our disobedience he brought us to life with Christ. It is by 
God's grace that you have been saved." (2:3b-5). Jesus died 
for us to get rid of the dirt that we accumulate in our lives 
once and for all. Thank God for the saving grace of our 
Savior. 

And just one last point. Jesus shines his light into our lives, 
he fills us with his love and forgiveness. He fills us with the 
joy and knowledge of freedom from guilt for the things that 
upset us, comfort for our times of sadness, joy at the healing 
we experience between each other. The light that shines in 
our lives ought to bring blessing to others. We are to let this 
light of Christ shine through us into the dark corners in the 
lives of the people around us -  the dark corner of a 
depressed sinner, the dark corner of an unhappy person, the 
dark corner of fear and depression, the dark corner of a 
person who needs to hear the comforting words of our 
Savior The light you give to that person can dispel the 
darkness from that person's life and bring to him/her a 
completely new outlook. Don't underestimate what the light 



of Christ can do through you. As Jesus said: You are the 
light of the world .... your light must shine before people so 
that they will see the good things you do and praise your 
Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:14,16) 

St Peter reflects the words of Jesus when he says, "God has 
called you out of darkness into his own marvelous light" 
(1Peter 2:9). 


