
“Zeal for God” 

Grace to you and peace form God our Father and Our lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Our text for today comes from the gospel reading for today, John 2. 

Do you remember 4.5/ 5 months ago?  Do you remember what was happening at that 

time?  In case you forgot let me tell you.  It was the MLB playoffs.  Now we all know the 

miraculous run that the cardinals had to get into the playoffs. That was exciting in and of itself.  

But during the playoffs is when the real excitement started.  As a fan, my zeal for that team was 

immeasurable.  My passion and devotion was complete.  It was so much fun to be in St. Louis.  

To see the whole city have this drive and enthusiasm for our baseball team.  I remember the 

first round.  The division series against the Phillies.  We were supposed to get destroyed, not 

even compete.  But it went to five games.  Two aces on the mound, Chris Carpenter verse Roy 

Halladay, best friends, old teammates and a whole slew of other storylines. They went at it.  

And the Cardinals won.  That was incredible.  And the passion and the zeal for the cardinals just 

grew.  They went to the NLcS against the Brewers and won in 6 games.  They made the world 

Series.  The Cardinals were going for their 11th ring.  Only one other club has more 

championships than the St. Louis Cardinals and that’s the Yankees.  How awesome is that?  The 

zeal and the passion of the city was just phenomenal.  Everybody was a Cardinals fan.  And the 

cap, the keystone to all the excitement was game 6 of the World Series.  Do you remember that 

game?  Do remember how amazing that game was?  Busch Stadium, game 6, Cards are down 

two games to three to the Rangers in the series.  If they lose, the season is done.  Bottom of the 

ninth inning, cardinals are down 7-5.  Two men on, two outs, and two strikes on David Frees.  

Boom!  He drives the ball off the wall hits a triple to tie the game.  Bottom of the tenth inning.  



Cards are down by two with two men on and two strikes on Lance Berkman.  Boom!  He drives 

the ball for a single scoring two runs.  Bottom of the 11th, David Freese hits a home run to deep 

center winning the game. The cardinals won!!  Katie and I went nuts.  We were completely 

consumed with zeal for this team.  Since Lucy had already gone to bed, we had to be quiet, so 

Katie and I were waving our arms and jumping around like a bunch of hyperactive mimes. That 

zeal and that passion was absolute at that moment. 

In our text for today we read about Jesus being consumed with a zeal and with a 

passion.  His however was not about a baseball team.  It was not about the hometown hero 

winning the game.  Jesus zeal and passion was about something much more important. Jesus 

was consumed with a zeal, consumed with a passion for his Father’s house.  In the text, we read 

about the merchants selling oxen, selling sheep, selling doves.  And they’re running a money 

changing operation.  And they’re doing this so that travelers coming in for Passover can buy the 

animals and make their sacrifices.  There is nothing wrong in that idea.  These merchants were 

meeting a need.  The problem was the location.  These merchants, these money changers were 

in the temple.  Granted they were in the outer courts, the place where the gentiles were 

allowed to come to worship Yahweh.  This area that these merchants were in, the place where 

the money-changers were located, was part of God’s house.  A place for the worship of God.  

And Jesus was consumed with a passion for his Father.  Jesus was consumed with a passion for 

Yahweh.  This place, this building, the very ground was there to worship God.  Not to sell things.  

Not to make profit.  So Jesus, welled up with his passion, welled up with his zeal for his father’s 

house, drives out the merchants.  Verse 17 says that the disciples remembered that it was said, 

“Zeal for your house will consume me.”  Now this is actually a quote from the Old Testament.  



It is a quote from Psalm 69.  It is a quote from David.  The disciples were remembering this 

psalm, this thing they had heard again and again.  And it was used to point to Jesus. 

The problem in this story, is the zeal and the passion of the merchants.  And the zeal and 

passion of the priests.  Their passion and their zeal was alike.  The priests were the ones that 

allowed the merchants in.  In fact, the priests most likely charged rent of these men to be in 

that space.  These priest’s zeal and passion was for money.  They sought to make a profit.  They 

did not have zeal for God’s house, which is where they had been called to serve.  It is what they 

had been called to take care of.  The merchants and the money changers were the same way.  

They may have been honest merchants and honest money changers, yet they were still there to 

make a profit.  That’s what you would do selling livestock, make a profit.  So their zeal and 

passion as also for money, was also for gain.  Their zeal and passion had nothing to do with the 

lord’s house. 

Now I ask you, who are you more like?  Who do you relate more with?  The priests?  The 

Merchants?  Or Jesus?  If we are honest, we recognize that we are like the priests and 

merchants.  You recognize that quite often, your zeal in life, your passion in life, is gain.  Is for 

profit.  You work your farms, you work your jobs.  You do them with passion, with zeal, and 

with enthusiasm to do a good job.  You do them so you can get paid.  So you can make a profit.  

A profit that allows you to buy a house, own a car, and pay for food.  The problem is that your 

passion and zeal take the place of God.  You are not consumed with God’s house.  You are not 

consumed with worshipping and praising your creator.  I don’t mean just coming to the church 

on the weekends, I mean worshipping him in everything you do.  I was consumed with a zeal for 

the Cardinals.  While this is not a bad thing on its own, it corrupted my zeal for God.  I found the 



Cardinals to be an excuse to not spend time in pray.  To leave the bible closed on the counter 

because the game was on instead.  My zeal and focus was on something other than God.  1 

Corinthians 10:31 says “whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”  And yet we don’t do this.  

We work hard and earn a living.  We work hard to support a family.  We work had so that we 

can eat.  We do these things for ourselves.  We do these things because we want to.  We forget 

that God created us to do these things.   God created us purposefully.  God created us 

specifically to do these things.  To do these jobs.  To raise these families.  To love these people.  

God created us to do them, and we do them to give glory to God.   

Jesus zeal and passion for his father’s house did not stop at the temple gates.  Jesus zeal 

and passion would lead him from that crowded city, lead him up a nearby hill, and lead him to a 

cross.  Later in John 2, we read about Jesus foretelling exactly what he would do.  “Destroy this 

temple and in three days I will raise it up.”  Now the priests and the Jews that were around 

didn’t recognize that Jesus was talking about his body.  But John tells us that after Jesus 

resurrection, all the disciples remembered what he had said and recognized that “Hey Jesus 

was talking about himself.”  That temple, Jesus body, was where God himself dwelt and lived 

among man.  Jesus zeal took his temple, took his body, to the cross.  So that he would suffer 

and die, and that temple would be destroyed, that house of God would be destroyed for you.  

Jesus zeal in obeying his father and doing what he was meant to do, led to our salvation.  For 

Jesus death on that cross was victory.  Victory over the sin and evil of the world.  Over the sin 

and evil that corrupts us.  Jesus died for you.  He died that you would live.  Jesus victory is now 

your victory.  Jesus resurrection is now your resurrection.  On the last day you and I and the 

saints that went on before us will join the Christ for eternity. 



Thanks to this victory over sin, we are now zealous for Jesus.  We are now zealous for 

God’s house and zealous to worship him.  Our worship is shown in all that we do.  Whether it is 

farming the land, raising a family, or cheering for the Cardinals, we do them all to the glory of 

God.  David says later in Psalm 69, “Let heaven and earth praise him.”  Now we live, zealous for 

God, praising him in all we do.  Amen. 


