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“Destroy this temple, and I will raise it 

again in three days.” 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
 March 10 & 11, 2012 
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AS WE GATHER: As if we did not have enough problems, the 

readings begin by rehearsing the commandments.  Before the 

magnifying glass of the Law, our cause for boasting melts away 

and we are left with only Jesus Christ.  His righteousness is not 

the object of our admiration but His gift to us in our Baptism.  

The proof of His faithfulness lies in His promise to rise again 

after three days.  Once this was seen as blasphemy but Jesus 

proved the words true.  When He was raised from the dead, His 

disciples recalled what He has said and believed the Word of the 

Lord.  Do we believe it today? 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: O God, whose glory it is 

always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 

from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and 

steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth 

of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

WELCOME 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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INVOCATION and OPENING SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Deliver me from sinking into the mire; 

People: Deliver me from all my sins and my enemies and 

from the flood of death. 
 

Pastor: O Lord, Your steadfast love is good. 

People: According to Your abundant mercy, turn to me. 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Since we are assembled here to hear the Word of God, 

to call upon Him in prayer, and to receive the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, it is good that we 

reflect upon our unworthiness, confessing before God 

our sins of thought, word, and deed, and our 

helplessness to free ourselves from our sinful nature.  

It is also good that we remember who we are as the 

baptized children of God, to whom the Lord has 

shown His mercy, cleansed from all our sin, and 

declared righteous in Christ our Lord.  We come here 

today to lay claim again to the grace in which we are 

forgiven, and, for the sake of Christ, to be restored by 

His mercy to serve Him and walk in His ways. 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins. 
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People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole 

company of heaven and to you, my brothers and 

sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own 

most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 

Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my 

sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: May He who began this good work within you bring it 

to completion on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. The 

peace of the Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us extend the reconciliation and peace of Christ to 

one another. 

People: Peace be with you. Response: And also with you.  

  
HYMN   "The Law of God Is Good and Wise" LW 329  

 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 19; antiphon v. 8   

Pastor: The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky 

above proclaims His handiwork. 

 



5 
 

Men: Day to day pours out speech, and night to night 

reveals knowledge. 

 

Women: There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice 

is not heard. 
 

Pastor: Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, 

and their words to the end of the world.  In them He 

has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a 

bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a strong 

man, runs its course with joy. 

All: The precepts of the LORD rejoices the heart; His 

commandments enlighten the eyes! 

 

Pastor: Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit 

to the end of them, and there is nothing hidden from 

its heat.  

 

Men: The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the 

testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the 

simple; 

 

Women: the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the 

heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, 

enlightening the eyes; 
 

Pastor: The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the 

just decrees of the LORD are true and righteous 

altogether. 

All: The precepts of the LORD rejoices the heart; His 

commandments enlighten the eyes! 
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Pastor: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine 

gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the 

honeycomb. 

 

Men: Moreover, by them is Your servant warned; in 

keeping them there is great reward. 

 

Women: Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent 

from hidden faults. 
 

Pastor: Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 

let them not have dominion over me!  Then I shall be 

blameless, and innocent of great transgression. Let the 

words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my 

redeemer. 

All: The precepts of the Lord rejoices the heart; His 

commandments enlighten the eyes! 

 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now and 

will be forever. Amen. 

 

KYRIE (Spoken)  

 

Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord 

have mercy upon us.   

 

Hymn “On My Heart Imprint Thine Image” LW 100 

 

        On my heart imprint Thine image, 
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        Blessed Jesus, King of Grace, 

        That life's riches, cares, and pleasures 

        Have no power Thee to efface. 

        This the superscription be: 

        Jesus, crucified for me, 

        Is my life, my hope's Foundation, 

        And my Glory and Salvation. 

  

 SALUTATION and COLLECT   
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.   

  

Pastor: O Lord, Your mercy always offers grace but we are 

too lost in our sins and fears to hear Your call to hope.  

Reclaim us from our lost condition that we may know 

with joy Your mercy and Your steadfast love.  Help us 

rejoice in the cross of Christ now and always; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen.  
OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 20:1-17 (In light of God's Law, we 

acknowledge the depth of our own guilt.) 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

HYMN “God’s Word is Our Great Heritage” LW 33 
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God’s Word is our great heritage 

And shall be ours forever; 

To spread its light from age to age 

Shall be our chief endeavor. 

Through life it guides our way, 

In death it is our stay. 

Lord, grant, while worlds endure, 

We keep its teachings pure 

Throughout all generations. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (The Word of the cross is folly 

to the perishing but to those who are saved it is the wisdom of 

God.) 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 

CHOIR “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross” 

 

VERSE  

 

ALL:   Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up. (John 2:19)  

 

GOSPEL John 2:13-22 (23-25) (Jesus clears the temple and 

points to His resurrection after three days as sign that He is who 

He claims to be.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second 

chapter. 
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People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(After the reading of the Gospel:) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed 

   

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again 

from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY "In the Cross of Christ I Glory"   LW 

101  

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERATORY “We Give Thee But Thine Own” LW 405 
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We give Thee but Thine own, 

        Whate'er the gift may be; 

        All that we have is Thine alone, 

        A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
  

CLOSING COLLECT 
 

Pastor: O gracious God, You gave us Your commandments to 

order our lives and protect us, to convict our hearts of sin, and to 

prepare us for the Gospel.  As Jesus once cleansed the temple, 

we pray You to cleanse our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that 

there may be room only for faith in Jesus Christ and that we may 

boast in Him only; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

HYMN "How Firm a Foundation" LW 411 

 

WELCOME:  We welcome second year Seminarian Daniel 

Potts as our guest preacher at our Saturday and Sunday services.  

Daniel attends Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. Daniel is 

originally from Washington, Missouri and a member of 

Immanuel Lutheran Church.  Daniel will be going on Vicarage 
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later on this year and looks forward to his assignment.  We also 

welcome Daniel’s family who are with us in our services.   

 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  In our prayers this morning, we 

remember our many shut-ins and friends of Ebenezer, that they 

will be granted healing and comfort, especially – Eric Hohlt, 

who is hospitalized;    

Yvonne Gleitz, Hulda Althage, Darlene McDaris, Bill 

Pohlmann, Mary Sprick, who had successful knee surgery and 

has returned home; and our shut-ins: Ray and Irene Bargen, 

Adeline Keune, Mathilde Ohse, Ada Groppe, Ardell 

Wagner, Ed Gardner, Brian Strauser,  Edna Deppermann 

Delores Roehrs, Beth Pelster, and all those we hold dear in 

our hearts. 

 

Our Christian Sympathy to our dear members who recently 

lost their dear mothers: Rosemary Frye, Jennifer Thurmann 
and Tammy Bunge, and Warren Bauche.  May God bless all 

these families with God’s comfort and grace in the sure hope of 

eternal life.   

 

Storm Victims:  We remember in our prayers those who 

suffered in the terrible storms this week in Southern Missouri 

and Illinois.  We pray for God’s comfort, peace and strength to 

rebuild their shattered lives.   

 

We pray for the Men and women serving in our Armed 

Forces stationed in foreign countries and here at home; and 

our law enforcement people, firefighters and first responders 

who help to keep us safe. 
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We pray that the Lord will guide our Church leaders to fulfill 

God’s will and purpose.  Bless us with faithful pastors and 

Church workers who will faithfully steward God’s Word to 

us and to bless our missionaries, Robin McCoy, John 

Strasen and Mike and Cindy Rodewald. 

 

To our members and guests – we are so glad you are here with 

us today!  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love 

during our worship services.  We ask that our visitors and 

guests please sign the guest register located near the Church 

entrance.  Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon! 

 

Funeral Services: Funeral Services for Janette Ray, were held 

Saturday, March 10, 2012 at our church with Christian burial in 

our church cemetery. Janette was the mother of Jennifer 

Thurmann and Tammy Bunge.  Janette was a member at Holy 

Cross Lutheran Church in St. Louis. 

 

Funeral Services:  Funeral Services were held for Evelyn 

Bauche, the mother of Warren Bauche, this past Thursday at 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, New Haven, Missouri.  Our 

heartfelt sympathy is extended to Warren and Janette and their 

family on their loss.   

 

Basic Christianity Classes – Pastor will be having the Basic 

Christianity Adult Classes on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 AM  

and again on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM.  The morning class 

will be the same as the evening classes.  Pastor was asked to 

have a daytime class for Catechism review. Please plan to join in 

on one of these interesting classes in March. 
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Got Catechism?  During this time of Lent the midweek services 

are going over Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.  Next 

Wednesday at 10:00 AM and 7:30 PM Pastor’s sermon will be 

based on Holy Baptism and Martin Luther’s explanation of this 

sacrament.  Please read your catechism daily and during this 

time of Lent.  If you have mislaid your Catechism or no longer 

have one please see Pastor and he will give you a new one.  

Please note that in the newer Catechism some of the words have 

changed to a contemporary language but the meaning is the 

same as you learned it.   

 

Journey to the Cross:  A Journey to the Cross will once again 

be presented by members of Shepherd of the Hills, Hermann on 

Saturday, March 31st.  You will be walking through the life of 

Christ in the week preceding his death and resurrection as 

portrayed by costumed actors in scenes depicting the events.  

Please put this date on your calendar.   

 

Donation – If anyone would like to make a donation to 

Lutheran Hour Ministries, there are envelopes available on the 

table near the Church entrance.  The donations can be sent to:  

Lutheran Hour Ministries, 660 Mason Ridge Center Dr., St. 

Louis, MO 63141-8557 or placed in our Sunday collection plate 

and we will send it for you.  Thank you! 

 

Ebenezer Mission Society – The Mission Society is collecting 

underwear and diapers for Orphan Grain Train until March 18th.  

They must be new, as used underwear cannot get past customs 

in some countries.  If you wish to donate, you can leave your 

items in the Church basement in the box marked Orphan Grain 
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Train.  You can read about Orphan Grain Train at www.ogt.org.  

Thank you!  

 

Orphan Grain Train – Dorothy Schaser of Orphan Grain Train 

is in need of good new or used zippers, 9 inches or more.  They 

will be used for zipper pencil pouches on school book bags.  She 

has sent us instructions for making the school book bags.  These 

instructions are on the yellow sheets on the table near the 

entrance.  Mrs. Schaser will be taking the bags to Uganda by 

March 9th, however more bags will be taken later, so it’s not too 

late to make some.  There are some very nice bags that have 

already been donated on the table in the basement.  

 

Paper Dumpster – We will be getting a new dumpster this 

week.  The old one was filled this past week.  Please continue to 

bring us your old phone books, newspapers and textbooks.  

Please do not through in brown paper bags or any kind of 

plastic.   
 

Saturday Night Service changes to 5:00 PM starting next 

Saturday.   

 

Ladies Aid – The Ladies Aid also has some very nice cards, 

pictures, etc. for sale.  They are displayed on the table in the old 

basement.  Please see Margaret, Pastor or Darleen Edwards for 

more information. 

  

From Martin Luther’s Small Catechism:  For next 

Wednesday 

http://www.ogt.org/
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household 

First 
What is Baptism? 

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command and 

combined with God’s word. 

Which is that word of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matt. 28:19) 

Second 
What benefits does Baptism give? 

It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal 

salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 

Which are these words and promises of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is 

baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 

16:16) 

Third 
How can water do such great things? 

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does these 

things, along with the faith which trusts this word of God in the water. For without 

God’s word the water is plain water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is 

a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth 

in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three:  

“He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom 

He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having 

been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 

This is a trustworthy saying.” (Titus 3:5–8) 

Fourth 
What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be 

drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily 

emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.  

Where is this written? 

St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him 
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through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” (Rom. 6:4) 

 

 

 

Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Wilbert Baumann  

Altar Guild – Margaret Zastrow and Leola Deppermann 

Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Brian Nelson and Justine 

Huellinghoff 

Bell Ringer – Jacob Nelson 

Our measure of love in giving last week – Weekly envelopes 

$1780.00; Plate $30.50; Sunday School $22.96; Lent offering 

$15.00; Total $1848.46. Lenten Offering $222.00, Plate $5.26, 

Weekly Envelope $10.00.  Total 237.26  Attendance 

Saturday worship 20; Sunday worship 82.  Lenten 

Attendance - day 12 and evening 20.  Sunday School 

attendance – Children 10; Adults 20.  

This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Tuesday:  Basic Christianity Class 10:00 AM  

Wednesday: Lenten Worship 10:00 AM and 7:30 PM 

                         Confirmation 6:30 PM 

    Choir 7:00PM 

Thursday: Basic Christianity Class 7:00 PM 

Saturday:  Worship with Holy Communion 5:00 PM 
 


