


Lesson 5 

The Christ Must 
Suffer(Mark 8:1-9:13) 



Theme Verse  
"[Jesus] then began to teach them that the Son 

of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, chief priests and 
teachers of the law, and that He must be killed 
and after three days rise again" (Mark 8:31). 



GOAL 
We seek to understand Jesus' revelation of 

Himself as the Christ, His teaching that the 
Christ must suffer, and His call for His 
disciples to be willing to lose their lives for 
His sake. 



What's Going On Here?  
As in the previous lesson, we see Jesus teaching 

His disciples in word and by action, leading 
them to the confession that He is the Christ. 
Once they made that confession, He began to 
teach them that He must suffer, be killed, and 
rise again from the dead. 



His disciples are called to follow Him 
in self-denial and sacrifice. Even the 
glimpse of His glory revealed in His 
transfiguration is framed by His 
teaching that His mission required 
Him to suffer, die, and rise again. 

   



Searching the Scriptures 

Mark seems to have arranged chapter 8 to 
parallel 6:31-7:37. Both start with a 
miraculous feeding of a multitude, followed by 
a crossing of the Sea of Galilee, a conflict with 
the religious leaders, a conversation about 
bread, a healing, and finally a confession of 
faith. 



Searching the Scriptures 

  

Perhaps Mark was highlighting the fact that the 
disciples had to experience these things twice 
before they understood what the acts and 
teaching said about Jesus, before they could 
make a confession about who Jesus is. 

 

 

 

 



Searching the Scriptures 

The second feeding of a multitude seems to 
have occurred on the east side of the Sea of 
Galilee in the region of the Decapolis (7:31), a 
largely Gentile area, although sizeable 
numbers of Jews lived there as well. Thus 
those listening to Jesus' teaching were 
probably a mixed group of Jews and Gentiles. 

 

 

 

 



Searching the Scriptures 

Read Mark 8:1-10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    



Searching the Scriptures 

Read Mark 8:1-10 

In the account recorded in Mark 6, Jesus had 
compassion on the crowd because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd, and so He 
taught them (6:34). What invoked Jesus' 
compassion this time? Why were the people 
in this condition? 

 

 

 



Searching the Scriptures 

Read Mark 8:1-10 

The disciples' response lacks the tone of 
disrespect present in the previous account. 
They could hardly have forgotten Jesus' earlier 
miracle. Per- haps they did not want to 
presume that He would repeat it. Or perhaps 
they were too dull of faith to think He would. 
However, to repeat it is exactly what Jesus 
intended. 

 

 



Searching the Scriptures 

Read Mark 8:1-10 

What would Jesus' prayers of thanksgiving have 
taught the Gentiles in the crowd? (Thanking 
God for bread was the common way the Jews 
began a meal.) 

 

 

 

 

 



Searching the Scriptures 

Read Mark 8:11-13 

The Pharisees intended to test Jesus to see if His 
ministry was indeed from God. The sign that 
they ask for was not a miracle. They had 
witnessed some of Jesus' miracles and 
perhaps were among those who accused Him 
of performing miracles with satanic power 
(3:22).  

 

 

 



Searching the Scriptures 

Read Mark 8:11-13 

They wanted a definitive sign from God that 
Jesus' ministry was from Him. Why did Jesus 
refuse to comply? 

 

 

 

                                    



Searching the Scriptures 

Read Mark 8:14-21 

Yeast, which penetrates the dough with which it 
is mixed, was a common metaphor for 
corrupting influences. Fresh from His debate 
with the Pharisees, Jesus warned His disciples 
to beware of the disposition of the Pharisees 
that demanded a sign and the yeast of Herod, 
lest they too be corrupted.  

 

                                    



Searching the Scriptures 

Read Mark 8:14-21 

Exactly what Jesus meant by the yeast of Herod 
is not clear, but we do know that Herod was 
not a fine example of faith. But the disciples 
did not understand what Jesus was saying. 
The mention of yeast reminded them that 
they had no bread. Why did Jesus rebuke 
them? 

 

                                    



Oh For a Faith that Will not Shrink 

1. Oh, for a faith that will not shrink  

 Tho' pressed by many a foe;  

 That will not tremble on the brink  

 Of poverty or woe;  

  

  



Oh For a Faith that Will not Shrink 

2. That will not murmur nor complain  

  Beneath the chast'ning rod,  

  But in the hour of grief or pain  

  Can lean upon its God;  

  

  


