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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

Why Me? 

February 25 & 26, 2012 

 
AS WE GATHER: The Scriptures are filled with images of Christ long 

before we get to His incarnation, suffering, death, and resurrection.  

Think of the image of Abraham and his son, Isaac.  The father is ready 

to give up his one and only son - the son of promise.  But which father - 

are we talking about Abraham or the heavenly Father and His Son, 

Jesus?  Today, we begin with one story of temptation that has become 

the prelude to another story - the story of Jesus.  The Gospel lesson tells 

us how our Lord Jesus was Himself tempted like we are, in every way, 

and yet is found faithful.  We do not face temptation alone but in Christ 

whose strength is made perfect in our weakness and whose grace is our 

courage under duress.  Today, we pray that God may find us faithful 

when we are put to the test and that God will rescue us with His 

forgiveness when we fail. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP:  Lord, God, the struggle between 

good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil and all the forces 

that defy you tempt us with empty promises.  Keep us steadfast in the 

your work, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our and Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God" LW 

298  

 

Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Ghost. 

Cong:    Amen. 

The Confession of Sins 
 

Pastor:   Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true 

heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness.  Our Help is in the name of 

the Lord. 

 

Cong:   Who made heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor:   I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

Cong:    And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Pastor:   Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor 

sinners confess unto Thee that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean, and that we have sinned against Thee by 

thought, word and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge 

to Thine infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Thy 

grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Cong.    O most merciful God, who has given Thine only 

begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His 

sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by the Holy 

Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of Thy will 
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and true obedience to Thy Word, to he end, that by grace we 

may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

Pastor:   Almighty God our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us and has given His only son to die for us and 

for His sake forgives us all our sins.  To those who 

believe on His name He gives power to become the 

sons of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit.  

He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. Grant 

this, Lord, unto us all.   

 

Cong:    Amen. 

 

PSALM HYMN "Rebuke Me, Not, O Lord, in Wrath" [Tune only: 

CONSOLATION, LW 26] 

 

Rebuke me not, O Lord, in wrath, 

Nor judge me for my sin, 

But lead me on Your righteous path 

And cleanse my life within. 

 

Have pity, hear my weakened sighs 

And heal all that is wrong; 

With anguished fright my spirit cries: 

"How long, O Lord, how long?" 

 

Deliver me from sin and shame, 

Lord, turn to me and save--- 

For who in death recalls Your name? 

Who thanks You from the grave? 
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My eyes are worn away with grief, 

My bed is drenched with tears; 

From all my foes, Lord, grant relief 

And save me from my fears. 

 

You workers of iniquity 

Who fill my heart with care: 

In God's strong name depart from me--- 

The Lord has heard my prayer! 
Text: Stephen P. Starke; Copyright (c)1998 Stephen P. Starke 

Used by permission. 

 

THE KYRIE 

 

Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord 

have mercy upon us.   

 

Hymn “On My Heart Imprint Thine Image” LW 100 

 

        On my heart imprint Thine image, 

        Blessed Jesus, King of Grace, 

        That life's riches, cares, and pleasures 

        Have no power Thee to efface. 

        This the superscription be: 

        Jesus, crucified for me, 

        Is my life, my hope's Foundation, 

        And my Glory and Salvation. 

 

COLLECT 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
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People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the 

wilderness and brought them to the promised land. 

Guide now the people of Your Church that, following 

our Savior, we may walk through the wilderness of 

this world toward the glory of the world to come; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

    

+ WORD + 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 22:1-18 (The Lord asks Abraham 

to sacrifice Isaac, his only son, and Abraham shows his trust in 

God.) 

  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

SONG "Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus"   

 

O soul, are you weary and troubled? 

No light in the darkness you see? 

There's a light for a look at the Savior, 

And life more abundant and free! 

 

Refrain 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
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Look full in His wonderful face, 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 

In the light of His glory and grace. 

 

Through death into life everlasting 

He passed, and we follow Him there; 

Over us sin no more hath dominion--- 

For more than conquerors we are! 

 

Refrain 

 

His Word shall not fail you---He promised; 

Believe Him, and all will be well: 

Then go to a world that is dying, 

His perfect salvation to tell! 
 

Refrain 
Text and tune: Helen H. Lemmel, 1863---1961. Public domain 

 

EPISTLE Romans 5:12-19 (The free gift of grace through 

Christ.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR – “Jesus Loves Me” 

 
VERSE  (Sung to “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” LW 101) 

 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus 

Author of faith's certainty. 
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Through the cross its shame disdaining, 

Now He reigns eternally. 

Thee we own a perfect Savior, 

Only Source of all that's good. 

Ev'ry grace and ev'ry favor 

Comes to us thro' Jesus' blood. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:9-15 (Jesus is driven into the 

wilderness to be tempted by Satan and the time is fulfilled for the 

Kingdom of God to be at hand.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – The Apostles’ Creed 
   
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 

the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended into hell; 

the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 

thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
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body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY "The Tree of Life"  HS98 873  

 

SERMON 
 

THE OFFERING AND OFFERTORY 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me, 

Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from 

me.  Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation and uphold me with Thy 

free spirit.  Amen. 

THE GENERAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER  

THE CLOSING COLLECT AND BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face to 

shine upon you and be gracious unto you; The Lord lift up 

his countenance upon you and give you peace.                                      

Cong:   Amen, Amen, Amen.  

HYMN “Savior, Again to Your Dear Name” LW 221 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
IN OUR PRAYERS:  In our prayers this morning, we remember our 

many shut-ins and friends of Ebenezer, that they will be granted healing 

and comfort, especially – Eric Hohlt, who is hospitalized; Bryan 

Strauser, who is still in serious condition after a car accident; Yvonne 

Gleitz, Hulda Althage, Darlene McDaris, Bill Pohlmann, Chelsea 

Hubenthal; Mary Sprick, who will be having knee surgery; and our 

shut-ins: Ray and Irene Bargen, Adeline Keune, Mathilde Ohse, Ada 

Groppe, Ardell Wagner, Ed Gardner, Evelyn Bauche, Edna 

Deppermann Delores Roehrs, Beth Pelster, and all those we hold 

dear in our hearts. 
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We pray for the Men and women serving in our Armed Forces 

stationed in foreign countries and here at home; and our law 

enforcement people, firefighters and first responders who help to 

keep us safe. 

 

We pray that the Lord will guide our Church leaders to fulfill God’s 

will and purpose.  Bless us with faithful pastors and Church 

workers who will faithfully steward God’s Word to us and to bless 

our missionaries, Robin McCoy, John Strasen and Mike and Cindy 

Rodewald. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests – we are so glad you are here with us 

today!  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during our 

worship services.  We ask that our visitors and guests please sign the 

guest register located near the Church entrance.  Please join us here at 

Ebenezer again soon! 

 
Thank you to all who came to the Chili and Soup Dinner last 

Sunday.  About 85-90 people enjoyed good food and lots of fellowship.  

The final donation amount was $800.  With the $200 from Thrivent, 

Leslie Tripantry will receive $1,000. 

Thank you to those who helped to prepare the chili and soup on 

Saturday, to serve it on Sunday, and help clean up after the meal on 

Sunday.  All the help made the job go smoothly.  A special THANK 

YOU to the cooks who made all the delicious desserts!! They were 

enjoyed by all.  One of the guests told me that if we ever decided to have 

a dessert bar and tea, I was to make sure to invite her!! 

Thanks again for everyone’s help.  It made for a very successful 

fundraiser!   -  Karen 

 

Donation – If anyone would like to make a donation to Lutheran Hour 

Ministries, there are envelopes available on the table near the Church 

entrance.  The donations can be sent to:  Lutheran Hour Ministries, 660 
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Mason Ridge Center Dr., St. Louis, MO 63141-8557 or placed in our 

Sunday collection plate and we will send it for you.  Thank you! 

 

Ebenezer Mission Society – The Mission Society is collecting 

underwear and diapers for Orphan Grain Train until March 18
th
.  They 

must be new, as used underwear cannot get past customs in some 

countries.  If you wish to donate, you can leave your items in the Church 

basement in the box marked Orphan Grain Train.  You can read about 

Orphan Grain Train at www.ogt.org.  Thank you!  

 

Orphan Grain Train – Dorothy Schaser of Orphan Grain Train is in 

need of good new or used zippers, 9 inches or more.  They will be used 

for zipper pencil pouches on school book bags.  She has sent us 

instructions for making the school book bags.  These instructions are on 

the yellow sheets on the table near the entrance.  Mrs. Schaser will be 

taking the bags to Uganda by March 9
th

, however more bags will be 

taken later, so it’s not too late to make some.  There are some very nice 

bags that have already been donated on the table in the basement. 

 

Recycle Update – Recycle for missions is slowly growing.  We have 

added another $47.75 to our recycle aluminum total and $33.90 for 

recycle paper from Central Paper Stock.  This brings our recycle 

aluminum total to $3,330.20 and the recycle paper total to $539.01.  The 

grand total for all recycle money collected to $4,514.90.  We have 

received receipts from LCMS World Mission for our $1500.00 that was 

sent to support Mike and Cindy Rodewald, John Strasen, and Robin 

McCoy.  Thanks to everyone for your support of our ongoing recycle for 

missions project. 

Ladies Aid – The Ladies Aid will resume meetings again this coming 

Friday (March 2
nd

) at 1:30 PM.  The Ladies Aid also has some very nice 

cards, pictures, etc. for sale.  They are displayed on the table in the old 

basement.  Please see Margaret, Pastor or Darleen Edwards for more 

information. 

 

http://www.ogt.org/
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The Men’s Club of Bethlehem Lutheran Church, New Haven invites 

you to attend the Annual Pork Sausage Feast TODAY – serving from 

noon to 6:00 PM  Adults $9.00, Children (6-12) $4.00. 

 

Basic Christianity Classes – Pastor will be having the Basic 

Christianity Adult Classes on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 AM 

(beginning Tuesday, March 6
th

) and again on Thursday evenings at 7:00 

PM.  Please plan to join in on one of these interesting classes in March. 
 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Lee Kassebaum 

Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 

Altar Guild – Judy Hubenthal and Wanda Gilbert 

Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Justine Huellinghoff and Brian Nelson 

Bell Ringer – Jeff Hohlt 

Our measure of love in giving last week – Weekly envelopes $1,217.00; Plate 

$43.80; Sunday School $32.24; Sausage sales $42.00; Marlin Deppermann 

Memorial $100.00; Energy needs $5.00; Portals of Prayer $10.00  Total 

$1,450.04.  Attendance Saturday worship 18; Sunday worship 89.  Ash 

Wednesday Worship $457.65  Attendance morning worship 20; evening 

worship 28.  Sunday School attendance – Children 13; Adults 27. 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Wednesday – Lenten Worship 10:00 AM and 7:30 PM 

                        Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Thursday – Basic Christianity Class 7:00 PM 

Friday – Ladies Aid 1:30 PM 

Saturday – Worship with Holy Communion 3:00 PM 

 

 


