
Sermon For the Funeral of 

Ruth Marks 

 

 

 

Amazing Grace 

Dear Phyllis and Ed, John and Krista and boys and friends of 
Dear Ruth.  Phyllis pointed out to me that today would be of 
joy and happiness for that is what Ruth was and wanted.  
Today there will be no sadness for Ruth. “Tell the funny 
stories about mom and your great memories.” I have no 
problems doing that. Ruth was a great wife to Al, a great 
mom to you Phyllis and a great grandma to you John and 
Krista and a “great”-great grandmother to you boys.  There 
will be no sad stories, no dirges, and no woe is me attitude.  
91 years is a good long life and I must say Ruth never let 
any grass grow under her feat.   

 

Text:  Ephesians 2:8 For it is by 
grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— 



Before I even met Ruth I knew she was special.  Dr. Harm 
the interim Pastor of Ebenezer before I came said, “When 
you make your visits make sure your last stop is over at Ruth 
and Al’s for they will give you a “dootsy””.  I had no idea what 
a “dootsy” was but did what the good professor said. Ruth 
and Al and I got along just fine from the first day on. 

Our joy today is no masking over or avoiding the truth of 
death.  Our joy today is in Jesus Christ who was Ruth’s 
Savior in which she firmly believed.  Through the Lord’s 
calling through faith Ruth was God’s child.    For Christ’s 
sake, His suffering and dying on the cross for Ruth’s sins, 
we can celebrate Ruth’s life with joy.  Christ did all that was 
necessary for Ruth to be one with her Father in heaven.  All 
that was left was Ruth to celebrate life. That she did boldly 
and confidently.  No tears today because which is said in the 
scripture: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”  
This is what we call “Amazing Grace”.  How sweet the sound 
should ring in our ears today.   

This text spells out the chief article of Christian doctrine of 
justification: We are saved solely by God's grace and not by 
our works.  God declares us righteous exclusively for the 
sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, who bled and died for us 
sinners. People are freely justified for Christ's sake, through 
faith, when they believe that they are received into favor and 
that their sins are forgiven for Christ's sake.  By His death, 
Christ made satisfaction for our sins.  God counts this faith 
for righteousness in His sight. Justification by grace through 
faith is the article on which the Christian church stands or 
falls, for without God's declaratory act of forgiving the sinner, 
we would be forever doomed.  

Yes, fellow redeemed, there is nothing you can do about the 



fact that God loves you.  You cannot reject this reality and 
substitute it with one of your own.  To deny this reality is to 
deny the reality that God exists.  It is impossible to deny, on 
the basis of Scripture, that God the Father has created you, 
that God the Son has redeemed you, and that God the Holy 
Spirit has sanctified you.  Scripture tells us, especially in our 
text, that God has made you alive, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins, you who conducted yourselves in the 
lusts of your flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind, who were by nature children of wrath—the wrath of 
God.  Yes, God loves you, and there's nothing—absolutely 
nothing—you can do about it.  

"But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you 
have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us 
sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the 
ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His 
grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus" (vv. 4-7).  
God made us alive by sending His Son to die for us.  "For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be 
saved" (Jn. 3:16-17).  To make this more personal for you, 
hear these words again in another light.  God, who is rich in 
mercy, because of His great love with which he loved YOU, 
even when YOU were dead in trespasses, made YOU alive 
with Christ and raised YOU up, for God so loved YOU that 
He gave His only-begotten Son, that by believing in Him 
YOU would not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not 
send His Son to YOU to condemn YOU, but that YOU 
through Him would be saved.  God has given you the 
promise of eternal life, for He has declared you righteous—



not guilty—on account of the saving work of His Son, your 
Lord Jesus Christ, on the cross, who gave His body and 
shed His blood for you and has seated you in the heavenly 
places here on earth…here in His house, where He comes 
to you and makes you alive with His life-giving, life-saving, 
and life-changing Word, sending into you His Holy Spirit, 
who calls you by the Gospel, enlightens you with His gifts, 
sanctifies, and keeps you in the one true faith, for you "are 
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in 
them" (v. 10). This means, fellow redeemed and justified 
children of God that we get to do good works resulting from 
our faith, as evidence of the faith our Triune God has given 
us.    

This is why we can be happy today.  For this summarizes 
Ruth faith.  We are not masking anything. Gloom and doom 
are gone, wiped away with the work of Christ.  We are 
celebrating and remembering our departed sister, Ruth 
Marks with true Joy.  Every one of you can tell your own 
stories of Ruth and the fun times we had. Share these 
stories with each other in the fellowship following the service. 
A day of thanksgiving and joy is ours through Christ and 
remembers of a dear mother, grandmother and dear sister in 
Christ, Ruth Marks.    

 

 


