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The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

9100 Highway YY Leslie, Missouri 

Parsonage 573-459-6432              Church 573-459-6431 

Rev. William F. Zastrow, Pastor  

Mary Sprick, Secretary 

Laura Nichols, Organist – Morning 

Jennifer Huellinghoff – Evening 

Kathy Scheer – Choir Director 

 ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com 

ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com   

 

AS WE GATHER:  This is a service of meditation and silence, 

commemorating what is the most solemn night of the Church 

Year. Tenebrae means "darkness" or "shadows." Most of the 

service is simple and austere. There is little movement in the 

chancel. The service ends in almost total darkness. 

 

We will hear and reflect on each of Jesus' seven last words from 

the cross. After the seventh word, the paschal candle is removed 

to signify the death and burial of Jesus. There is a loud noise 

symbolizing the sealing of the tomb. The Lord's Prayer is then 

whispered. You may remain for meditation and reflection as 

long as you wish. Please exit in silence. 

  

INVOCATION   
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN "Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle" St. 1: LW 117  

 

Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle; Sing the ending of 

the fray. 

Now above the cross, the trophy, Sound the loud 

triumphant lay; 

Tell how Christ, the world's redeemer, As a victim won 

the day. 

 
Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, c. 530-609, tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, 

alt. Public domain. 

Tune: FORTUNATUS NEW, Carl F. Schalk, Copyright (c) 1967 Concordia Publishing 

House.   

 

PRAYER 
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, graciously behold this 

Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 

willing to be betrayed, to be given into the hands of 

sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; through the 

same Jesus Christ, who now lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.  

 

HYMN "Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle"  St. 4: LW 117  

 

Faithful cross, true sign of triumph, Be for all the 

noblest tree; 

None in foliage, none in blossom, None in fruit thine 

equal be; 

Symbol of the world's redemption, For the weight that 

hung on thee! 
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Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, c. 530-609, tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, 

alt. Public domain. 

Tune: FORTUNATUS NEW, Carl F. Schalk, Copyright (c) 1967 Concordia Publishing 

House.. 

 

PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, Your Son Jesus Christ 

was lifted high upon the cross so that He might draw 

the whole world to Himself. Grant that we who glory 

in His death for our salvation may also glory in His 

call to take up our cross and follow Him; through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen.  
 

HYMN "Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle" St. 5: LW 117  

 

Unto God be praise and glory; To the Father and the 

Son, 

To th'eternal Spirit honor Now and evermore be done; 

Praise and glory in the highest While the timeless ages 

run. 

 
Text: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, c. 530-609, tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, 

alt. Public domain. 

Tune: FORTUNATUS NEW, Carl F. Schalk, Copyright (c) 1967 Concordia Publishing 

House.  

 

OFFERING (The offering is gathered in silence.) 
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+ THE FIRST WORD + 
 

SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 

People: by Your cross and precious death You have 

redeemed the world. 
 

Pastor: God did not spare His own Son, 

People: but gave Him up for us all. 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 

Pastor 1: Isaiah 53:3 

  

Pastor 2: Luke 23:33-34 

  

PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. O innocent Jesus, by false witness and lies 

You were condemned to death, but by Your true 

witness You showed us the way of life. Make us to 

remember how our sins and evil words and thoughts 

condemn us, and let us not be found false and faithless 

on the day when God holds court. 

People: Amen.  

 

HYMN  "Jesus, I Will Ponder Now" LW 109  

 

Jesus, I will ponder now On Your holy passion; 

With Your Spirit me endow For such meditation. 
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Grant that I in love and faith May the image cherish 

Of Your suff'ring, pain, and death That I may not perish. 

 

Make me see Your great distress, Anguish, and affliction, 

Bonds and stripes and wretchedness And Your crucifixion; 

Make me see how scourge and rod, Spear and nails did 

wound You, 

How for them You died, O God, Who with thorns had 

crowned You. 

 

Grant that I Your passion view With repentant grieving. 

Let me not bring shame to You By unholy living. 

How could I refuse to shun Ev'ry sinful pleasure 

Since for me God's only Son Suffered without measure? 

  

REFLECTION (The first candle is extinguished.) 

 

 

+ THE SECOND WORD + 
 

SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 

People: by Your cross and precious death You have 

redeemed the world. 
 

Pastor: Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after 

Me 

People: cannot be My disciple. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Pastor 1: Isaiah 53:4 

 

Pastor 2: Luke 23:38-43 

 

PRAYER 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, You said, "Whoever 

does not take up his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me." 

Grant us grace to bear whatever cross may be ours to carry; and 

grant that by Your cross the world may be crucified to us and we 

to the world, and that through Your cross and passion we may 

gain life everlasting. 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN  "In the Cross of Christ I Glory" LW  101  

 

REFLECTION (The second candle is extinguished.) 

 

+ THE THIRD WORD + 
 

 SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 

People: by Your cross and precious death You have 

redeemed the world. 
 

Pastor: The Lord has laid on Him the guilt of us all. 

People: He was smitten for the people's transgressions. 
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SCRIPTURE 
 

Pastor 1: Isaiah 53:5 

  

Pastor 2: John 19:25-27 

  

PRAYER 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, You have said: 

"Take My yoke upon You and learn from Me; for My 

yoke is easy, and My burden is light." Grant that, as 

You bore Your cross willingly for love of us, we may 

bear our cross for the love of You. Give us grace in 

every trial and temptation, and save us by Your cross 

and passion. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN "Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted" LW 116  

 

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, See Him dying on the tree! 

'Tis the Christ, by man rejected; Yes, my soul, 'tis He, 'tis 

He! 

'Tis the long-expected Prophet, David's Son, yet David's 

Lord; 

Proofs I see sufficient of it: 'Tis the true and faithful Word. 

 

Ye who think of sin but lightly Nor suppose the evil great 

Here may view its nature rightly, Here its guilt may 

estimate. 

Mark the sacrifice appointed, See who bears the awful load; 
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'Tis the Word, the Lord's anointed, Son of Man and Son of 

God. 

 .  

REFLECTION (The third candle is extinguished.) 

 

+ THE FOURTH WORD + 

 

SENTENCES 

 

Pastor: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 

People: by Your cross and precious death You have 

redeemed the world. 

 

Pastor: Those who sow in tears 

People: shall reap with shouts of joy. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Pastor 1: Isaiah 53:6 

 

Pastor 2: Mark 15:33-34 

 

PRAYER 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, You hate 

nothing that You have made and forgive the sins of all 

who are penitent. Create in us a new and contrite 

heart, that we, lamenting our sins and holding to Your 

mercy, may receive full forgiveness; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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 HYMN “Not All the blood of Beasts” LW 99 

 

REFLECTION (The fourth candle is extinguished.) 

 

+ THE FIFTH WORD + 
 

SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 

People: by Your cross and precious death You have 

redeemed the world. 
 

Pastor: They have pierced My hands and feet. 

People: I can count all My bones; they stare and gloat over 

Me. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Pastor 1: Isaiah 53:10 

  

Pastor 2: John 19:28 

 

PRAYER 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, nailed to the cross 

for us, crucify in us all that is evil. With Your precious 

blood cleanse us from all our sins, renew a right spirit 

within us, and strengthen our hearts to forgive. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN "O Sacred Head, Now Wounded" LW 113 

 

O sacred Head, now wounded, With grief and shame 

weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded With thorns, Thine only crown. 

O sacred Head, what glory, What bliss, till now was Thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call Thee mine. 

 

What language shall I borrow To thank Thee, dearest 

Friend, 

For this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end? 

O make me Thine forever! And should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never, Outlive my love for Thee. 

 

Be Thou my consolation, My shield, when I must die; 

Remind me of Thy passion When my last hour draws nigh. 

Mine eyes shall then behold Thee, Upon Thy cross shall 

dwell, 

My heart by faith enfold Thee. Who dieth thus dies well.  
 

REFLECTION (The fifth candle is extinguished.) 

 

+ THE SIXTH WORD + 
 

SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 

People: by Your cross and precious death You have 

redeemed the world. 
 

Pastor: Surely He has borne our griefs 
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People: and carried our sorrows. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Pastor 1: Isaiah 53:11 

 

Pastor 2: John 19:29-30 

 

PRAYER 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious and loving Father, as You 

listened to Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in the 

midst of His agony and suffering, so hear the cries of 

Your people and teach us in all humility and 

obedience to call on You in all our needs, trusting that 

You will never leave us nor forsake us. 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN "O Perfect Life of Love" TLH 170  

 

O perfect life of love! All, all, is finished now, 

All that He left His throne above To do for us below. 

 

No work is left undone Of all the Father willed; 

His toil, His sorrows, one by one, The Scriptures have 

fulfilled. 

 

In perfect love He dies; For me He dies, for me. 

O all-atoning Sacrifice, I cling by faith to Thee. 
  

REFLECTION (The sixth candle is extinguished.) 
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+ THE SEVENTH WORD + 
 

SENTENCES 
 

Pastor: We adore You, O Christ, and we bless You; 

People: by Your cross and precious death You have 

redeemed the world. 
 

Pastor: Christ, for our sake, became obedient to the point of 

death, 

People: even death on a cross. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Pastor 1: Isaiah 53:12b 

 

Pastor 2: Luke 23:46 

  

PRAYER 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, out of 

tender love toward Your creation, You sent Your Son, 

our Savior Jesus Christ, to become our flesh and to 

suffer death on the cross. Mercifully grant that we may 

both follow the example of His patience and also be 

made partakers of His resurrection. 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross"   LW 115;   
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When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of 

Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss And pour contempt on all 

my pride.  

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast Save in the death of 

Christ, my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to 

His blood. 

 

See, from His head, His hands, His feet Sorrow and love flow 

mingled down! 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet Or thorns compose so 

rich a crown? 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a tribute 

far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my 

all! 
  

REFLECTION (The seventh candle is extinguished.) 

 

(Whispered) 

LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

HYMN FOR MORNING SERVICE “Were You There” LW 

505 

 

MEN’S CHOIR “Were You There”  

 

The paschal candle is carried out and a noise is heard signifying 

the closing of the tomb and the sealing of the stone. 

 

 

SILENCE FOR MEDITATION 
 

  


