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RINGING OF THE BELL   
 

HYMN  “Cradling Children in His Arm” HS 98 843 

 

ADORATION 
 

Pastor: Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the 

LORD, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow 

to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents 

over disaster. Joel 2:12-14 

People: Jesus said: "If anyone would come after Me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 

Me." Matthew 16:24 
 

Pastor: Let us adore our heavenly Father, who created us, who 

sustains us, who loves us with an everlasting love and 

gives us the light of the knowledge of His glory in the 

face of Jesus Christ. 
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People: We praise You, O God, we acknowledge You to be 

the Lord.   

 

Pastor: Let us glory in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who, though He was rich, yet for our sakes became 

poor; who in every respect was tempted as we are, yet 

without sinning; who went about doing good and 

preaching the Gospel of the kingdom; who became 

obedient unto death, even death on a cross; who died 

and is alive forevermore; who had opened the 

kingdom of heaven to all who believe; who is seated at 

the right hand of God in the glory of the Father; who 

will come again, as Judge and King. 

People: You are the King of glory, O Christ. 

 

Pastor: Let us rejoice in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord, the Giver of life, by whom we are born into the 

family of God, and made members of the body of 

Christ; whose witness confirms us, whose wisdom 

teaches us, whose power enables us to do far more 

abundantly than all that we ask or think.   

People: All praise to You, O Holy Spirit.   

 

HYMN  "See This Wonder in the Making"  HS 98 842 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: O God our Father, since You have set forth the way of 

life for us in Your beloved Son, we confess with 

shame our slowness to learn of Him, our failure to 

follow Him, our reluctance to bear the cross. 
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People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.   
 

Pastor: Forgive us the poverty of our worship, our neglect of 

fellowship and of the means of grace, our hesitating 

witness for Christ, our evasion of responsibility in 

Your service, our imperfect stewardship of Your gifts. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.   
 

Pastor: Forgive us that so little of Your love has reached 

others through us, that we have been thoughtless in 

our judgments, hasty in condemnation, grudging in 

forgiveness, slow to seek reconciliation, unwilling to 

help our neighbors as we ought.   

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.   

 

All:   Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your 

steadfast love; according to Your abundant mercy 

blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 

from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. 

Create in us clean hearts, O God, and put a new 

and right spirit within us. Amen.   
 

Pastor: As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I declare to 

you that the almighty and merciful Lord grants you 

pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.   

People: Amen.   

 

HYMN "Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing"  LW 95  
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OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 55:10-11 (My word shall not return 

empty.) 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Part 1 

 

Pastor: What is Baptism?   

People: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water 

included in God' s command and combined with 

God' s Word.   

 

Pastor: Which is that Word of God?   

People: Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of 

Matthew: "Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." Matthew 

28:19  

 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 3:18-21 (Baptism now saves you.)   

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Part 2 

 

Pastor: What benefits does Baptism give? 

People: It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death 

and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who 
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believe this, as the words and promises of God 

declare. 

 

Pastor: Which are these words and promises of God? 

People: Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: 

"Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, 

but whoever does not believe will be condemned." 
Mark 16:16      

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 28:18-20 (The Great Commission) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

twenty-eighth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Part 3 

 

Pastor: How can water do such great things?   

People: Certainly not just water, but the Word of God 

in and with the water does these things, along 

with the faith which trusts this Word of God 

in the water. For without God' s Word the 

water is plain water and no Baptism. But with 

the Word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-

giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of 

new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in 
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Titus, chapter three: "He saved us not because 

of works done by us in righteousness, but 

according to His own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 

whom He poured out on us richly through 

Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified 

by His grace we might become heirs according 

to the hope of eternal life. The saying is 

trustworthy." Titus 3:5-8   

SERMON 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Part 4 

 

Pastor: What does such baptizing with water indicate?   

People: It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by 

daily contrition and repentance be drowned and 

die with all sins  and evil desires, and that a new 

man should daily emerge and arise to live before 

God in righteousness and purity forever.   
 

Pastor: Where is this written?   

People: St Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: "We were 

therefore buried with Him through baptism into 

death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life." Romans 6:4  

 

HYMN  "Were You There"  LW 505  

 

Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb?  

Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb? 
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Oh. . ..Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, 

tremble. 

Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb? 
  

OFFERING    
 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

 

Pastor: Almighty God, we lift up our hearts in gratitude to 

You, and for all Your steadfast love we bless Your 

holy name. For life and health, for love and friendship, 

and for the goodness and mercy that have followed us 

all the days of our life.   

People: We praise You, O God.   
 

Pastor: For the wonder and beauty of the world; and for all 

things true and honorable, just and pure, lovely and 

gracious, 

People: We praise You, O God.   

 

Pastor: For the gift of Jesus Christ, Your only-begotten Son; 

for the grace and truth which came by Him; and for 

His obedience unto death, even death on a cross, 

People: We praise You, O God.   
 

Pastor: For His glorious resurrection and ascension to Your 

right hand, and for His kingdom and glory and 

everlasting dominion, 

People: We praise You, O God.   
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Pastor: For the Holy Spirit, the Counselor, the Lord and Giver 

of life; for Your holy Church throughout the world; 

for all the means of grace; and for the fellowship of 

the redeemed in heaven and on earth, 

People: We praise You, O God.   
 

All: Glory, thanksgiving, and praise be to You, O 

Father Almighty, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever. Amen.   

 

PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION   

 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church throughout the world 

that the truth of the Good News of Jesus would be 

witnessed to all who seek peace and understanding; 

Lord, in Your mercy . . .  

People: hear our prayer.   

 

Pastor: Let us pray for the nations that those who rule and 

those who are subject to their rule may know that all 

sovereignty belongs to God alone; Lord, in Your 

mercy . . .  

People: hear our prayer.   

 

Pastor: Let us pray for our schools and colleges that all who 

teach and learn in them will see all wisdom and 

knowledge coming to us from God and His Word; 

Lord, in Your mercy . . .  

People: hear our prayer.   
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Pastor: Let us pray for all the sick and distressed, that they 

may know the wholeness of God' s healing and peace; 

Lord, in Your mercy . . .  

People: hear our prayer.   

 

Pastor: And let us pray with thanksgiving for all the saints 

who have departed this life in the faith that they may 

continue to teach us and that we may continue to live 

as we have been taught, openly acknowledging that all 

life comes from God and returns to Him once more; 

Lord, in Your mercy . . . 

People: hear our prayer.   

 

LORD' S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 

pray: 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 
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forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

Pastor: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, and + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 

you and remain with you always.   

People: Amen.   

 

HYMN "This is the Spirit’s Entry Now" HS 98 841 (Sung to the 

tune “Nun Danket All” LW 204) 

  

(This service is adapted from "A Service of Prayer and 

Preaching III," Worship Supplement, (c) 1969, Concordia 

Publishing House, 1969.) 


