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A Lenten Journey with Luther's 

Catechisms 

 

Our Father Who Is in Heaven---The 

Lord's Prayer 
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+ A SERVICE OF PREACHING AND TEACHING + 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

PRELUDE  
 

HYMN "Come, My Soul with Every Care"LW 433 

 

ADORATION 
 

Pastor: Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the 

LORD, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow 

to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents 

over disaster. Joel 2:12-14 

People: Jesus said: "If anyone would come after Me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 

Me." Matthew 16:24 
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Pastor: Holy, Holy, Holy, LORD God of hosts; heaven and 

earth are full of Your glory. Glory be to You, O Lord, 

most high. Isaiah 6:3, adapted 

People: Blessed is He who comes and is to come in the 

name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Matthew 

21:9b, adapted 

 

Pastor: To You all Your people, from the rising of the sun to 

the going down of the same, cry aloud with joyful 

voice and say: Psalm 113:3, adapted 

People: Glory to You, O God, the Savior of all, forever and 

ever. Amen. Revelation 7:12, adapted  
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

People: Eternal God, we confess that we have tried to hide 

from You, for we have done wrong. We have lived 

for ourselves. We have refused to bear the troubles 

of others and have turned from our neighbors.  We 

have ignored the pain of the world and passed by 

the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed. O God, in 

Your mercy forgive our sin and free us from 

selfishness, that we may be readied to show forth 

acts of mercy in times of need; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.   

 

Pastor: As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I declare to 

you that the almighty and merciful Lord grants you 

pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins, in 
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the name of  the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.   

People: Amen.   
 

OLD TESTAMENT Daniel 6:1-23 (Daniel and the Lions' den) 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (Rejoice always, pray 

without ceasing . . .) 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 6:9-13 (The Lord's Prayer) 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE LORD'S PRAYER  
  

Pastor: Our Father who art in heaven.  What does this mean?   

People: With these words God tenderly invites us to believe 

that He is our true Father and that we are His true 

children, so that with all boldness and confidence 

we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear 

father.    

 

THE FIRST PETITION 

 

Pastor: Hallowed be Thy name. What does this mean?   



5 
 

People: God's name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray 

in this petition that it may be kept holy among us 

also.   
 

Pastor: How is God's name kept holy? 

People: God's name is kept holy when the Word of God is 

taught in its truth and purity, and we, as the 

children of God, also lead holy lives according to it. 

Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But 

anyone who teaches or lives contrary to God's 

Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect 

us from this, heavenly Father! 

  

THE SECOND PETITION 

 

Pastor: Thy kingdom come. What does this mean? 

People: The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself 

without our prayer, but we pray in this petition 

that it may come to us also.   
 

Pastor: How does God's kingdom come? 

People: God's kingdom comes when our heavenly Father 

gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we 

believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in 

time and there in eternity.  
 

THE THIRD PETITION 
 

Pastor: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. What does 

this mean?   
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People: The good and gracious will of God is done even 

without our prayer, but we pray in this petition 

that it may be done among us also. 
 

Pastor: How is God's will done?   

People: God's will is done when He breaks and hinders 

every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, 

and our sinful nature, which do not want us to 

hallow God's name or let His kingdom come; and 

when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His 

Word and faith until we die. This is His good and 

gracious will. 

  

THE FOURTH PETITION 

 

Pastor: Give us this day our daily bread. What does this 

mean? 

People: God certainly gives daily bread to everyone 

without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we 

pray in this petition that God would lead us to 

realize this and to receive our daily bread with 

thanksgiving. 

 

Pastor: What is meant by daily bread?  

People: Daily bread includes everything that has to do with 

the support and needs of the body, such as food, 

drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, 

money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout 

children, devout workers, devout and faithful 

rulers, good government, good weather, peace, 
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health, self-control, good reputation, good friends, 

faithful neighbors, and the like.  

 

THE FIFTH PETITION 

 

Pastor: And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. What does this mean?   

People: We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven 

would not look at our sins or deny our prayer 

because of them. We are neither worthy of the 

things for which we pray, nor have we deserved 

them, but we ask that He would give them all to us 

by grace, for we daily sin much and surely deserve 

nothing but punishment. So we too will sincerely 

forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against 

us. 

  

THE SIXTH PETITION 

 

Pastor: And lead us not into temptation.  What does this 

mean? 

People: God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that 

God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the 

world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or 

mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great 

shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these 

things, we pray that we may finally overcome them 

and win the victory.   

  

 

THE SEVENTH PETITION 
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Pastor: But deliver us from evil. What does this mean? 

People: We pray in this petition, in summary, that our 

Father in heaven would rescue us from every evil 

of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and 

finally, when our last hour comes, give us a blessed 

end, and graciously take us from this valley of 

sorrow to Himself in heaven.  

 

THE CONCLUSION 

 

Pastor: For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. What does this mean? 

People: This means that I should be certain that these 

petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven, and 

are heard by Him for He Himself has commanded 

us to pray in this way and has promised to hear us. 

Amen, amen means "yes, yes, it shall be so." 

 

HYMN "On My Heart Imprint Your Image" LW 100 

 

SERMON  

 

OFFERING   

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

 

Pastor: Praise be to You, O God, the Father, who created all 

things by Your power and wisdom. We give You 

thanks for sending Your only begotten Son to be man, 

sharing our flesh, like us in all things, yet without sin.  
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For our salvation, He was crucified for us that we 

might have abundant life, sustained by Your grace and 

forgiveness. For revealing these truths to us, and 

pouring faith into our hearts through the gift of 

Baptism we give You all praise and glory, O God, 

Father and Son and Holy Spirit, both now and 

forevermore.    

People: Amen.   

 

PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION 

 

Pastor: Let us pray to our Father in heaven that we may know 

with certainty that we are called by Jesus Christ to be 

the children of God. May we live in the confident faith 

as dear children who can always approach their dear 

Father. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: Let us pray that God's name will always be hallowed 

among us, and that we might abide in the truth, purity, 

and righteousness of Christ now and forever.  Lord, in 

Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: Let us pray for God's kingdom to come among us. 

May we never be deceived into thinking that we can 

bring God's kingdom to earth.  May we only believe 

that through Word and Sacrament, God reveals His 

kingdom to us.  Lord, in Your mercy,   

People: hear our prayer.   
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Pastor: Let us pray for God's will to be done on earth as it is 

in heaven. We pray to God that we would not be 

deceived by the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, 

but being grounded in Christ we would be kept 

faithful unto death and so inherit the crown of eternal 

life.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: Let us pray for our daily bread, not that we may 

possess it in excessive abundance, but that we may 

acknowledge that our heavenly Father feeds, 

nourishes, and cares for us in body and soul. Lord, in 

Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer.   

 

Pastor: Let us pray that we may learn to forgive our 

trespassers as the heavenly Father has first forgiven 

us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: Let us pray that we may never think that God leads us 

into temptation, but rather, when we are tempted, may 

we firmly resist all Satanic lies and fraud and hold fast 

to the promises of God, believing that He works all 

things together for good for those who love Him. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: And, let us pray with certainly that we may live 

knowing that, when our earthly life is finished, God 
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will take His children to Himself in heaven. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer.   
 

Pastor: We pray confidently in the words that our Lord has 

taught us: 

 

LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit be among 

you and remain with you always.   
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People: Amen.   
 

CLOSING HYMN “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” LW516 

   

(This service is adapted from "A Service of Prayer and 

Preaching II" Worship Supplement, Concordia Publishing 

House, Copyright (c) 1969.) 


