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RINGING OF THE BELL   
 

+ A SERVICE OF PRAYER AND PREACHING + 
 

HYMN "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" LW 115  

 

ADORATION 
 

Pastor: Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the 

LORD, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow 

to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and relents 

over disaster. Joel 2:12-14 

People: Jesus said: "If anyone would come after Me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 

Me." Matthew 16:24 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, before whose presence the angels veil 

their faces, with reverence and love we acknowledge 

Your glory and worship You, Father, Son, and Holy 
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Spirit, eternal Trinity. Blessing and honor and glory 

and power be to our God, forever and ever.  

People: Amen.  
  

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

People: Merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from 

Your ways like lost sheep. We have followed the 

desires of our own hearts. We have broken Your 

laws. We have left undone the things which we 

ought to have done; we have done those things 

which we ought not to have done; there is no health 

within us. O Lord, have mercy on us. Spare us O 

Lord; hear our fervent confession.  Restore by 

Your forgiveness those who are penitent, declaring 

the mercy and grace of Christ, our Lord. Grant, 

for His sake, that we may live a godly and 

righteous life, to the glory of Your holy name.  

Amen. 

 

Pastor: As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I declare to 

you that the almighty and merciful Lord grants you 

pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.   

People: Amen.   
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 1:1-5 (And God said, "Let there 

be light," . . .)  



4 
 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

CATECHESIS The Creed---The First Article 

 

Pastor: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. What does this mean? 

People: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; 

that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, 

and all my members, my reason and all my senses, 

and still takes care of them. He also gives me 

clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and 

home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I 

have. He richly and daily provides me with all that 

I need to support this body and life. He defends me 

against all danger and guards and protects me 

from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, 

divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or 

worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank 

and praise, serve and obey Him. This is most 

certainly true.   

 
EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 (Christ dies for our sins.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

CATECHESIS The Creed---The Second Article   
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Pastor: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 

was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. What does this mean?  

People: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of 

the Father from eternity, and also true man, born 

of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed 

me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and 

won me from all sins, from death, and from the 

power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with 

His holy, precious blood and with His innocent 

suffering and death, that I may be His own and live 

under Him in His Kingdom and serve Him in 

everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives 

and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly 

true.  
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 15:26-27 (The Spirit of truth proceeds 

from the Father.)  

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(The Gospel is read.) 
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Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

CATECHESIS The Creed---The Third Article   

 

Pastor: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body and the life + everlasting. What does 

this mean? 

People: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 

strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; 

but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened 

me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In 

the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 

whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus 

Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian Church He 

daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all 

believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, 

and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. This is 

most certainly true.   
 

 SERMON 
 

HYMN "O Blessed, Holy Trinity" LW 479  

 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   
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Pastor: Father of all mercies, we give You thanks for all Your 

goodness to us and to all people. We praise You for 

our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this 

life; but above all, for Your love in the redemption of 

the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of 

grace, and for the hope of glory. And we ask You, 

give us that due sense of all Your mercies, that our 

hearts may be truly thankful and that we praise You 

not only with our lips but in our lives, by giving 

ourselves to Your service and by walking before You 

in holiness and righteousness all our days, through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, to whom with You 

and the Holy Spirit be all honor and glory, forever and 

ever.    

People: Amen.   
 

PRAYER OF SUPPLICATION 
 

LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 
 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your mercy and teach us to 

pray: 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth 

 as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

 as we forgive those  
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 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

  For Thine is the kingdom 

  and the power and the glory 

  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God and of His 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord, and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 

remain with you always. 

People: Amen.   

 

HYMN "My Faith Looks Up to Thee" LW 378  

  
(This service is adapted from "A Service of Prayer and Preaching I", Worship 

Supplement, Concordia Publishing House, (c) 1969.) 


