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MIDWEEK LENTEN SERIES 
 

Although he was the first to write one for his own children, 

Martin Luther wasn't the first Christian teacher to write a 

catechism.  Long before his Small and Large Catechisms were 

published in 1529, Luther had published other prayer books with 

similar content.  He had published A Brief Explanation of the 

Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer (Eine 

Kurze Form) (1520), his Personal Prayer Book (1522), and a 

manual titled Instructions for the Visitors of Parish Pastors in 

EPastoral Saxony (1528).  Later, he would also publish A 

Simple Way to Pray (1535).  All of these books share the chief 

parts of Christian doctrine with the catechisms.   When read 

together, we can see Luther attempting to teach the basics of 

Christian doctrine and daily prayer to those who need to learn or 

relearn these essentials.  This year's Lenten Journey employs 

Luther's teaching for the purpose of using our Midweek worship 

times for classroom instruction.  This Lenten practice returns us 

to the earliest days of Christianity.  

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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+ PREPARATION + 
 

OPENING SENTENCES   
 

Pastor: And one of the scribes came up and heard them 

disputing with one another, and seeing that He answered them 

well, asked Him, "Which commandment is the most important 

of all?" Jesus answered, "The most important is, 'Hear, O Israel: 

The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind and with all your strength.' The second is this: 'You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other 

commandment greater than these." Mark 12: 28-31   

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 

BLESSING OF THE ASHES   
 

Pastor: Almighty God, You have created us out of the dust of 

the earth: Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our 

mortality and penitence, that we may remember that it is only by 

Your gracious gift that we are given everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ our Savior.   

People: Amen.  

(The congregation is invited to come forward to receive ashes 

from the Pastor. This is completely optional. Following the 

imposition of ashes, each person returns to his place in silence.)   

 

HYMN  "Just As I Am, without One Plea" LW 359 – Morning 

 

CHOIR    "Just As I Am, without One Plea" - Evening 
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SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   
 

COLLECT 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.   

People: Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing 

You have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. 

Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins 

and acknowledging our wretchedness, we may receive from 

You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   

 

+ WORD + 

 
OLD TESTAMENT Joel 2:12-19 (Return to the Lord.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

THE FIRST COMMANDMENT 
 

Pastor: You shall have no other gods. What does this mean?   

People: We should fear, love, and trust in God above all 

things.   
 

THE SECOND COMMANDMENT 
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Pastor: You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.  

What does this mean?  

People: We should fear and love God so that we do not 

curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His 

name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, 

praise, and give thanks.    
 

THE THIRD COMMANDMENT 
 

Pastor: Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. What 

does this mean? 

People: We should fear and love God so that we do not 

despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred 

and gladly hear and learn it.   
 

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT 
 

Pastor: Honor your father and your mother. What does this 

mean?   

People: We should fear and love God so that we do not 

despise or anger our parents and other authorities, 

but honor them, serve and obey them, love and 

cherish them. 

  

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT 

 

Pastor: You shall not murder.  What does this mean?   

People: We should fear and love God so that we do not 

hurt or harm  our neighbor in his body, but help 

and support him in every physical need.   
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THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT 

 

Pastor: You shall not commit adultery. What does this mean?   

People: We should fear and love God so that we lead a 

sexually pure and decent life in what we say and 

do, and husband and wife love and honor each 

other.    

 

THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT 

 

Pastor: You shall not steal. What does this mean?   

People: We should fear and love God so that we do not take 

our neighbor's money or possessions, or get them 

in any dishonest way, but help him to improve and 

protect his possessions and income.   

  

THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT 

 

Pastor: You shall not give false testimony against your 

neighbor. What does this mean?   

People: We should fear and love God so that we do not tell 

lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, 

or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well 

of him, and explain everything in the kindest way.  
 

 

THE NINTH COMMANDMENT 

 

Pastor: You shall not covet your neighbor's house. What does 

this mean?   
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People: We should fear and love God so that we do not 

scheme to get our neighbor's inheritance or house, 

or get it in a way which only appears right, but 

help and be of service to him in keeping it.   

 

THE TENTH COMMANDMENT 

 

Pastor: You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his 

manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or 

anything that belongs to your neighbor. What does this 

mean? 

 

People: We should fear and love God so that we do not 

entice or force away our neighbor's wife, workers, 

or animals, or turn them against him, but urge 

them to stay and do their duty.   

  
EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:20b---6: 10 (Be reconciled to God 

through Christ.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN "The Gospel Shows the Father's Grace" LW 330  

 

GOSPEL Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 (The Lenten Discipline) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
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(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins before God and one another.  

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 

the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People:  Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
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Pastor: Lord, we acknowledge before You that, when we have 

been unfaithful, prideful, hypocritical, and impatient; 

You have been faithful, humble, honest, and steadfast 

with us. For this,  

People: we give You thanks.   
 

Pastor: We have seen in our lives that, when we have been 

self-indulgent and have exploited other people, You 

have been gracious and truthful with us. For this,    

People: we give You thanks.   

 

Pastor: We have neglected our prayer life and worship and 

failed to proclaim the Good News of Jesus to others; 

all the while You have been there for us, day and 

night, willing to give us grace upon grace. For this,  

People: we give You thanks.   

 

Pastor: Accept our repentance for our failure to see the human 

need around us and throughout the world; forgive our 

indifference to injustice and suffering. Teach us, dear 

Lord, that You are always ready to forgive and forget. 

For this,  

People: we give You thanks.  Amen. 

 

+ SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 
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Pastor: Lift up your hearts. Colossians 3:1 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE (For Lent) 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the 

devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with 

cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 

celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS (p. 148 in LW) Isaiah 6:3 and Matthew 21:9 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Sabaoth; 

Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory; 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest. 

Blessed is He, Blessed is He, Blessed is He 

That cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest.  
 

LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 
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WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 

22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS "Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow 

Thankfulness" LW 401  

 "What Is This Bread" HS98 850  

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 

Pastor: O God from whom comes all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give that our hearts 

may be set to obey Your commandments and also that 

we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 

live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen.   

 

BENEDICAMUS 

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.   
 

BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 

God and + the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

People: Amen.   
 

HYMN "The Law of God Is Good and Wise"LW 329  


