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NEW YEAR / CIRCUMCISION AND NAME OF JESUS 

A Time for Beginnings 

December 31 & January 1, 2012 

  

AS WE GATHER:  The occurrence of an appointed Festival of 

the Church Year on a Sunday provides the congregation a 

unique opportunity to reflect thoroughly on the meaning of the 

day as it shapes their life of faith. The two traditions of the day 

converge- the Circumcision and Naming of Jesus and New 

Year's Day. These two combine in a complimentary way, 

inspiring the theme, "A Time for Beginnings." The infant Jesus 

begins the suffering that will be a continuing part of His life and 

saving ministry as He undergoes circumcision according to the 

Law. The New Year begins with the assurance that we will be 

embraced continuously by His abiding presence, grace, and 

forgiveness. It is a time to "rejoice the old---and embrace the 

new."  

 

+ PREPARATION + 

 

OPENING HYMN "All People That on Earth Do Dwell" LW 

435  
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INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

BLESSING THE NEW YEAR 
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord, our God, King of the universe.  

All time and space is Yours. From everlasting to 

everlasting You are God.  A thousand years in Your 

sight are but a moment when it is past and Your 

kingdom endures forever.  As Your people gather in 

Your presence, we commend to Your gracious love 

the new year now beginning. Grant that in the coming 

weeks and months all that we do may bring honor to 

Your name. Blessed Lord, if it is in Your divine plan 

to return in Your power during the coming year, we 

ask that You take us to be with You in Your glory, 

through the merits of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Redeemer, in whose name we make all of our 

beginnings. 

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: In this time of beginnings, let us confess our sins that 

we may find peace of heart and mind in God's gracious 

forgiveness. 
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People: Forgive us, O Lord, for our sins and our sinfulness. 

We repent of all that has been done in the past that 

has transgressed Your Law. We repent of all of our 

offenses and ask for Your mercy and forgiveness 

for the sake of Jesus Christ. Grant that we may 

amend our sinful lives and begin this new year of 

grace with hope and joy. 
Pastor: God has promised to hear us when we call to Him and 

in His great goodness responds to our petitions. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and in His stead, 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
  

NEW YEAR HYMN "Rejoice the Old, Embrace the New"   

 

Rejoice the old, embrace the new! 

God's promises are coming true. 

Celebrate yesterday, invite today 

With Jesus' love to guide the way. 

 

Rejoice the old, the Lord is near; 

Embrace the new from year to year. 

Mercy and good are giv'n: each morning peace, 

Kindness to share, joy to increase. 

 

Rejoice the past, embrace the now; 

God's gracious plan comes true somehow. 

Celebrate mystery, invite surprise - 

The Spirit's gift in faith-filled lives. 
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Text and tune: Gregory Wismar.  Copyright (c) 2011 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

  

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior, 

subject to the Law and caused Him to shed His blood 

on our behalf. Grant us the true circumcision of the 

Spirit that our hearts may be made pure from all sin; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen.  

+ WORD + 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Numbers 6:22-27 (Moses blessed the 

people of God.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM Psalm 8   

 

LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 

earth! You have set your glory in the heavens. 

 

Through the praise of children and infants you have 

established a stronghold against your enemies, to silence 

the foe and the avenger. 
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When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 

 

What is mankind that you are mindful of them, human 

beings that you care for them? 
 

You have made them a little lower than the angels and 

crowned them with glory and honor. 

 

You made them rulers over the works of your hands; 

you put everything under their feet: 
 

All flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild, the birds 

in the sky, and the fish in the sea all that swim the paths of 

the seas. 

 

LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 

earth! 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen.  

 

EPISTLE Galatians 3:23-29 (We are heirs of God's promise in 

Christ Jesus.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GRADUAL Hebrews 8:10, 10:17 
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This is the covenant that I will make with the house of 

Israel after those days, declares the Lord: 

 

I will put My laws into their minds, and write them 

 on their hearts. 

I will be their God, and they shall be My people.   

I will remember their sins and their lawless 'deeds no 

more.   
 

GOSPEL SEQUENCE (Jesus is circumcised and given His 

name.) 

 

Pastor: Hear now the Holy Gospel including today's appointed 

reading from St. Luke, the second chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: And at the end of eight days, when He was 

circumcised, He was called Jesus, the name given by 

the angel before He was conceived in the womb. Luke 

2:21 

People: God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him 

the name that is above every name, so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:9-11 

 

Pastor: And the angel said: "She will bear a son, and you shall 

call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from 

their sins." Matthew 1:21, adapted 
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People: Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit said, . . ."there is 

salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given among men by which we must 

be saved." Acts 4: 8, 12, adapted  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of our Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON HYMN "Jesus, Name Above All Names” (All God’s 

People Sing #145 – Matthew 1:23; Philippians 2:5-11,  

 

 Jesus, name above all names, 

 Beautiful Savior, 

 Glorious Lord 

 Emmanuel God is with us 

 Blessed Redeemer,  

Living Word 

 

 Jesus, loving Shepherd 

 Vine of the Branches 

 Son of God 

 Prince of Peace 

 Wonderful Counselor 

Lord of the Universe, 

Light of the World 

 

Jesus, Way of Salvation 

King of kings, 

Lord of Lords, 

The Way the Truth, 

And the Life, 
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Mighty Creator, 

My Savior and Friend 

 

SERMON 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed  

 

All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 

God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of 

God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 

not made, being of one substance with the Father; by 

whom all things were made; who for us men, and for 

our salvation, came down from heaven, and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and 

was made man, and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; 

and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of 

the Father; and He shall come again with glory to judge 

the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no 

end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of 

life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who 

with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified; who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge 

one Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the 
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resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS   
 

PEACE (We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, 

"Peace be with you," as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity 

of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Matthew 5:22-24; Ephesians 

4:1-3) 

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY (p.143 of LW) Psalm 51:10-12 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 

spirit within me, Cast me not away from thy presence; 

and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me 

the joy of thy salvation and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit.  Amen.  
 

+ SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1] 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136] 
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People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, our God, 

whose love daily attends us and who blesses us in countless 

ways. Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we may 

worthily receive the bread and wine, that is the true body and 

blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, as a gift, guarantee, 

and pledge of the full salvation He has won for us. Graciously 

receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. Unite us with all 

who gather at Your table here with those who now feast at Your 

eternal table in the courts of heaven. To You alone, O Father, be 

all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.  

 

LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

SANCTUS (p. 148 in LW) Isaiah 6:3 and Matthew 21:9 

 



11 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Sabaoth; 

Heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory; 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest. 

Blessed is He, Blessed is He, Blessed is He 

That cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna, in the highest.  
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 

22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; 

this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me." 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

"Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

  

AGNUS DEI (p. 151 in LW) John 1:29 

 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin 

of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin 

of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin 

of the world, grant us Your peace. Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
"How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds" LW 279  

"Greet Now the Swiftly Changing Year" LW 183  

  "O Savior of Our Fallen Race" LW 45 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (LW 11) Luke2:29-32 

 

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace 

according to Your word, 

For mine eyes have seen Thy Salvation:  which Thou 

has prepared before the face of all people, 

A Light to lighten the Gentiles and the Glory of Thy 

people Israel.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 

be, world without end.  Amen.  
  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given 

us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your 

Son's body and blood.  Bless us throughout the days of this new 

year now begun and keep us firm in the true faith throughout all 

of our years so that, on the day of our Lord's returning, we may, 

together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor: Go out into the world in peace. Seek to do that which 

is good and gives glory to God in all things.  The blessing of 

Almighty God, the Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, abide with 

you always. 

People: Amen.  
 

CLOSING HYMN "Our God, Our Help in Ages Past" LW 180 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray for our many shut-ins and 

friends of Ebenezer that they will be granted comfort and 

healing, especially – Beth Pelster, Ray and Irene Bargen, 

Delores Roehrs, Edna Deppermann, Evelyn Bauche, Ed 

Gardner, Ardell Wagner, Ada Groppe, Mathilde Ohse, Ruth 

Marks, who is on hospice care, Eric Hohlt, who is hospitalized, 

Darlene McDaris, who is hospitalized in St. Louis, Adeline 

Keune, Zachary Herbert, Marlin Deppermann, who is very 

weak, and all those we hold dear in our hearts. 

 
We pray for leaders of world nations, that they use every 

opportunity to increase peace across their borders, that this 

coming year will be a time of greater peace and joy throughout 

the world. 

 

We pray for the men and women of our Armed Forces 

stationed in foreign countries and here at home; and the people 
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who respond to emergencies – our law enforcement people, 

and firefighters and first responders who help protect us. 

 
We pray that our Lord will guide our Church leaders  to fulfill 

God’s will and purpose.  Bless us with faithful pastors and 

Church workers who will faithfully steward God’s Word to 

us and to bless our missionaries, Robin McCoy in Thailand, 

the Rodewald family in Africa and John Strasen who will be 

going to Botswana. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

To our members and guests – We are so glad you are here with 

us today!  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship services.  We ask that our visitors please sign the 

guest register near the Church entrance.  Please join us here at 

Ebenezer for worship and fellowship again soon! 

 

Please consider staying after our service this morning to help 

take down the Christmas tree and other decorations that 

have been in our Church for our Christmas season.  There 

will be a light lunch served right after the worship service 

this morning.  We’d appreciate your help! 

 

Thank you – We sincerely appreciate the people who have 

volunteered to be Thrivent advocates.  We have six spots filled 

but we are asking for two more volunteers.  Each advocate 

receives $25.00 from Thrivent Choice for the congregation.  If 

any Thrivent member would like to sign up to be an advocate 

and earn $25.00 for Ebenezer, please let Karen Sprick know.  
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Other than having your name recorded with Thrivent as an 

advocate, there is no specified duty. 

 

2012 Contribution Envelopes – Just another reminder that is 

you haven’t picked up your 2012 offering envelopes, please do 

so today.  They are on the tables near the entrance.  The 

accuracy of your contribution record depends on your envelope 

number being correct, so please check it, both on the box’s 

address label and the envelopes themselves.  It should be the 

same as in 2011.  Also please report any address corrections to 

Mary Sprick. 

 

The Lutheran Witness Renewals – Our annual Lutheran 

Witness subscriptions will be due February 1st.  The subscription 

price for 2012 is $15.60.  Please let Mary Sprick know if you 

would like to have your subscription renewed or terminated for 

2012.  If we do not hear, we will assume you want to renew your 

subscription.  Thank you for your help! 

 

Our January 2012 newsletter has been delayed until next 

week.  If you are the Chairman of an organization here at 

Church,  please have your article to Mary by Tuesday, 

January 3, 2012.  Thank you. 

 

Epiphany Worship Service – The Wise Men followed the 

star and traveled from distant lands to offer gifts to Jesus, 

the newborn King.  Please join your brothers and sisters 

from across the Washington Circuit and travel to Owensville 

where your Savior wishes to give you His gifts through His 

Word.  The Joint Circuit  Epiphany Service will be at Zion 

Lutheran Church at 7:00 PM on January 6, 2012.  Zion is 
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located at 211 East Madison in Owensville.  Call 573-437-

3581 for more details or directions. 

 
Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Jenny Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Marvin Kassebaum 

Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 

Altar Guild – Barb Gilbert and Mary Adams 

Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Justine Huellinghoff and Brian 

Nelson 

Bell Ringer – Codie Brunkhorst 

Our measure of love in giving last week – Christmas Eve 3:00 PM 

Service $2,365.00  Attendance 62; Christmas Eve Children’s 

Program $11,199.25  Attendance 121; Christmas Eve 11:00 PM 

Service $710.00  Attendance 52; Christmas Day Worship $3,011.47  

Attendance 92. 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Wednesday – Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Friday – Epiphany Worship Service 7:00 PM at Owensville 

Saturday – Worship 3:00 PM 

 

If you donated a Poinsettia for our Christmas Season here at 

Church, you may pick it up after our service this morning, if you 

wish.   


