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SHINE LIKE STARS 
A Children’s Christmas Service 

 

 

The Prelude 

 

The Processional Hymn 
Congregation and Children 
 

Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful 

Tune:  Adeste Fideles 
(Service leader:  Be sure to teach young children the refrain of this hymn.) 

 

1. Oh, come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him 

Born the King of angels: 

 

Refrain 

Oh, come let us adore Him, 

Oh, come, let us adore Him, 

Oh, come let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord! 

    

2. Highest, most holy, 

Light of light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 

 
3. Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

In the highest:  Refrain 
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The Invocation and Opening Prayer 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen. 

Pastor:  Little children, see the light! 

Children:  Jesus Christ is born tonight! 

Pastor:  Little children, come and sing! 

Children:  Christ is born to be our King! 

Pastor:  Father, we praise You for the gift of Your Son, 

 Jesus, born to save us from the darkness of our sin.  Let 

 His love shine in us, brighter than stars in Your night-  

 time sky.  We pray in Jesus’ name. 

All:  Amen. 

 

The Pastor’s Welcome 
(The pastor may offer a brief reflection on God’s plan to send His 

 Son to be our Savior and light our way to heaven.) 

 

The Offering 

 

The Song 
Congregation and Children 

Little Children, Can You Tell 

 
Congregation 

    1.  Little children, can you tell, 

         Do you know the story well, 

         Ev’ry girl and ev’ry boy, 

         Why the angels sing for joy 

         On the Christmas morning? 

 

Children 

2. Yes, we know the story well; 

Listen now, and hear us tell, 

   Ev’ry girl and ev’ry boy, 

 Why the angels sing for joy 

 On the Christmas morning. 
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Congregation and Children 

3. For a little Babe that day 

Cradled in a manger lay, 

Born on earth our Lord to be; 

This the wond’ring angels see 

On the Christmas morning. 

 

The Message Presented By The Children 
Speaker 1:  Wow! Look at all the stars shining tonight!  I 

  wonder why God filled the sky with stars.  Do you think 

  they tell us something? 

Speaker 2:  I think they tell us that God is mighty.  They 

  Show His glory. 

Speaker 3:  I think they tell us to count and see that God 

  Keeps His promises. 

Speaker 4:  I think the stars sing praise and ask us to sing 

  along! 

 

The Psalm:  An Arrangement of Psalm 148 
 

All:  Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the 

        heights above. 

Children:  God’s Christmas star is shining bright; 

                   Jesus comes to be our light! 

All:  Praise Him, all His angels, praise Him, all His heavenly 

        hosts. 

Children:  God’s Christmas star is shining bright; 

                   Jesus comes to be our light! 

All:  Praise Him, sun and moon, praise Him, all you shining 

        Stars. 

Children:  God’s Christmas star is shining bright; 

                   Jesus comes to be our light! 

All:  Let them praise the name of the LORD, for His name 

        alone is exalted. 

Children:  God’s Christmas star is shining bright; 

                   Jesus comes to be our light! 
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All:  His splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 

Children:  God’s Christmas star is shining bright: 

          Jesus comes to be our light! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker 5:  The Creator’s star points us to the beginning. 

                     Its six points remind us that God created our wonderful 

                     world for us in six days. 

Children:  God saw all that He had made, and it was very 

                   good.  And there was evening, and there was morning – 

                   the sixth day (Gen. 1:31). 

Speaker 6:  But sin came into the world and ruined God’s 

                    good creation.  God promised to send a Savior to rescue 

                    us from our sin. 

 

Children’s Hymn “Someone Special”  

 

Speaker 7:  The Savior God sent was His own Son, Jesus. 

                     God announced His birth with a special star. 

(Display or light the white, five-pointed Christmas star. Wise Men enter.) 

 

Wise Man 1:  (pointing to star)  Look, over there! 

                       See that very bright star! 

Wise Man 2:  It is a sign from God!  A 

                        mighty King has been born! 

Wise Men 3:  Let’s find Him so we can worship Him! 

 

 

WISE MEN 
Children 

     Let’s play we are Wise Men. 

     On camels we jump. 

(Jump, landing with legs apart.) 

      We ride to see Jesus, 

       Bump, bumpity, bump. 
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(Hold “reins,” jog body up and down at knees.) 

       We ride over mountains. 

        We ride night and day. 

(Continue riding motion.) 

        God’s star in the heavens 

        Will show us the way. 

(Point to star overhead.) 

 

Speaker 8:  As the Wise Men started their journey, God’s 

                    special star shone over a stable in Bethlehem. 

(Display or light the red cross-shaped star.) 

 

Speaker 9:  (pointing to star)  This star  

                    Reminds us that Jesus was born to be 

                    our Savior.  When Jesus grew up, He  

                    lived a perfect life for us.  He died on 

                    a cross to pay for our sins.  He rose 

                    again so we can live with Him in heaven. 

 

 

 

The Christmas Gospel 

 

Luke 2: 1-20 

 
(Mary, Joseph, the angel, and shepherds may enter at appropriate 

times during the reading to act out the scenes.) 

 

Pastor:  In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that 

     A census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 

     (This was the first census that took place while 

       Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  And everyone went to 

     his own town to register. 

Men:  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 

     Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 

      because he belonged to the house and line of David.  He 

      went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 

      married to him and was expecting a child. 

Women:  While they were there, the time came for the baby 
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      to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a Son.  She 

      wrapped Him in cloths and placed Him in a manger, 

      because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

 

Rock Baby Jesus 

 
Children 

 

  Softly, softly rock the Baby; 

(Rock baby in arms.) 

 

   Hold Him in your arms. 

(Hug baby tightly to chest.) 

 

    Lay Him in His manger bed; 

(Bend forward and place baby in bed.) 

 

    Keep Him safe and warm. 

(Cover baby with blanket.) 

Away In A Manger 
Tunes:  American or Cradle Song 

Children 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2. The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes. 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 

Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 

Pastor:  And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
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   nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An 

   angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the  

   Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

Men:  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring 

   you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

    Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 

    you;  He is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you:  You 

    will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger. 

Women:  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 

     appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

All:  “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 

     men on whom His favor rests.” 

 

 

 

The Hymn 

Congregation and Children 

 

HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 

 
Tune:  Mendelssohn 

(Teach children the refrain so that they can sing along.) 

 

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With angelic hosts proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 

   Refrain 

 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 “Glory to the newborn King!” 

     

2. Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
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Light and life to all He brings, 

Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise each child of earth, 

Born to give us second birth.       Refrain 

 

Walk To The Manger 
Children 

  We go to see Jesus;   We play we are shepherds 

   God sent Him, you know,                  And walk with a stick. 

            (Point upward.)                                   (Pretend to lean on crook.) 

            God’s very own Son,                           We walk to the manger, 

             He loves us all so!                                Quicker than quick. 

            (Hug self.)                                             (Walk in place.) 

Pastor:  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 

     the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem 

     and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

     told us about.” 

Women:  So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, 

     and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 

Men:  When they had seen Him, they spread the word con- 

     cerning what had been told them about this Child, and 

     all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

     said to them. 

Women:  But Mary treasured up all these things and pon- 

     dered them in her heart. 

Pastor:  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

     God for all the things they had heard and seen, which 

      Were just as they had been told. 

(Display or light the yellow star, resembling the sun.) 

Speaker 10:  You know, our sun is a star too. 

       The sun gives our planet light so we can live. 

Speaker 11:  And God’s Son is the star 

        who lights our way to heaven. 

Children:  Our sun is a star 

                   That shines every day; 

                   God’s Son is the star 

                   Who shows us God’s way. 
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The Hymn 
Congregation and Children 

 

I Am So Glad When Christmas Comes 
 

Tune:  Jeg er saa glad 

1. I am so glad when Christmas comes, 

The night of Jesus’ birth, 

When Bethl’em’s star shone as the sun 

And angels sang with mirth. 

 

 

 

 

2. I love this precious Christmas eve 

And my dear Savior mild, 

And I shall not forget the truth: 

He loves me as His child. 

 

Speaker 1:  Well, those stars did have something to tell us. 

Speaker 2:  Yes, God is mighty! 

Speaker 3:  And He keeps His promises. 

Speaker 4:  And we praise Him for sending Jesus! 

Speaker 1:  One more thing – did you know that God 

                     wants us to shine like stars? 

Speaker 2:  Really? 

Speaker 3:  He does? 

Speaker 4:  How can we do that? 

Speaker 1:  Yes, God sent Jesus so His love can shine in us. 

                     Listen. 

Pastor:  Do everything without complaining or arguing, so 

                     that you may become blameless and pure, children of 

                     God without fault in a (sinful world), in which you 

                     shine like stars  (Philippians 2: 14 – 15). 

Speakers 1 – 4:  Jesus will help us.  Let’s get busy…. 

Children:  Let’s SHINE LIKE STARS! 

 

(Children sing to the tune:  Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star) 
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Little children, shine so bright; 

Jesus came to be our Light. 

Stars that twinkle in the sky 

Sing His Christmas lullaby. 

Little Children, shine so bright; 

Jesus came to be our Light. 

 

 

The Prayers 

 

The Benediction 
 
Pastor:  The love of the Father, Light-Creator; the grace of 

               our Lord Jesus Christ, Light of Light begotten; and the 

               fellowship of the Holy Spirit, Light-Revealer be with you all. 

All:  Amen.  We live in the light of the Son and SHINE LIKE STARS! 

 

The Recessional Hymn 
Congregation and Children 

 

SILENT NIGHT 

 
(Tune:  Stille Nacht) 

 

1. Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

   

2. Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! 
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3. Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Your holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Your birth, 

Jesus, Lord, at Your birth. 

 

 


