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CHRISTMAS EVE and CHRISTMAS DAY 
A Joyful Christmastide 

December 24 & 25, 2011 

 

AS WE GATHER:  The joy of Christmas is the birth of Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Through the centuries, faithful 

Christians have found ways to express confident joy in the 

blessed gift of salvation. In this service we shall discover joy in 

beloved carols and familiar liturgy; we will also discover joy in 

the traditional crèche and in the Christmas reflections of Martin 

Luther. Although the observance of Christmas Day on any day 

of the week is indeed a special blessing, the meaning of the day 

is magnified when it occurs on a Sunday. The manger at 

Bethlehem is linked to the empty tomb at Jerusalem; the story of 

salvation in Jesus is at the heart of this Lord's Day!   

 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

OPENING HYMN "Joy to the World" LW 53  
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INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: This is the day which the LORD has made. 

People: We will rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24, adapted 

 

Pastor: The Lord has visited and redeemed His people. Luke 

1:68, adapted 

People: Great is His salvation! Jonah 2:9, adapted 
 

Pastor: I said I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD. 
Psalm 32:5 

People: For with the LORD is plenteous redemption and He 

forgives our sins. Psalm 130:7, adapted 
 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins unto our gracious Lord. 

People: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Maker of all things, Judge of all people, we admit 

and confess our sinfulness and ask Your 

forgiveness. We have indeed done the evil You 

forbid, and have not done the good You demand. 

We do repent, and are truly sorry for these our 

sins. Have mercy on us, kind Father, because of the 

obedience of our Brother, Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

whose birth this day we celebrate. Forgive us all 

that is past and with the power of the Holy Spirit 
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move us to serve You with faithful hearts and lives, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Pastor: God has promised forgiveness of sins to those who 

repent and turn to Him. In His stead and by His 

command, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: May our God keep you in His grace by the Holy 

Spirit, lead you to ever greater faith and obedience, 

and at last bring you to eternal joy to live with Him, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 
HYMN “O Come All Ye Faithful” LW 41 

 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-

begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the 

bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

+ WORD + 
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OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 52:7-10 (The Lord comforts His 

people.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN “Angels We Have Heard on High” LW 55 

 

EPISTLE Hebrews 1:1-6, (7-12) (The Son of God is supreme.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a   

 

All:  To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given 

     And the government shall be upon His shoulder. 

And His name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, 

     Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

     For He has done marvelous things! 

  

 

GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20 (Jesus is born.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

(The Gospel is read.) 



5 
 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON HYMN "Hark the Herald Angels Sing" LW 49 

 

SERMON 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH   
 

All: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 

God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of 

God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 

not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 

whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 

salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by 

the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 

again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 

life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in 
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one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 

one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to 

come.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS  

 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ 

Jesus and for all people according to their needs. For the faithful 

proclamation of Christ's saving name, that the Good News of the 

birth of our Lord be heard throughout the world in every land 

and tongue, let us pray to the Lord: 

  

OFFERING   
 

OFFERTORY HYMN "Ah, Dearest Jesus, Holy Child" LW 37  

 

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart 

For You to dwell within my heart. 
  

+ SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. Colossians 3:1  

People: We lift them to the Lord. 



7 
 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136] 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, our 

God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

We bless You for His birth among us and thank You 

for Your measureless grace. Grant us Your Spirit, 

gracious Father, that we may give heed to the 

testament of Your Son in true faith, and above all 

firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives 

to us His body and blood for our forgiveness. Lead us 

to remember and give thanks for the boundless love 

which He manifested to us when, by pouring out His 

precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous 

wrath and from sin, death, and hell. Grant that we may 

receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and 

blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge of His 

salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

 SANCTUS HYMN LW 168  
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Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 

Day and night we join to praise Your love and majesty. 

You alone are holy, worthy and righteous. 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 

We rejoice to join the hymns of earth and sky and sea. 

Generations praise You, with saints and angels. 

Holy and blessed through eternity. 
 
Text: Gregory Wismar, (c) 2011 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Tune: NICAEA, John B. Dykes, 1823-76  
 

LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 

22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

"Take, eat; this is My + body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me." 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

"Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament 

in My + blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me." 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.  
 

AGNUS DEI HYMN LW 378  

 

O Lamb of God, we pray: 

Take all our sins away - 

Our faith increase. 

Have mercy on us all, 

Strengthen us when we fall, 

Answer our fervent call 

And grant us peace. 

 
Text: Gregory Wismar, (c) 2011 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Tune: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 

  

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
"What Child Is This?"    LW 61   

  "Away in a Manger"    LW 64;    

"Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising"  LW 48  

 

 



10 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE HYMN "O Jesus, Blessed 

Lord, To Thee"  LW 245 

 

 O Jesus, blessed Lord, my praise, 

My heartfelt thanks to you I raise; 

You have so lovingly bestowed 

On me your body and your blood. 

 

Break forth, my soul, in joy and say: 

What wealth has come to me today, 

What health of body, mind, and soul! 

Christ dwells within me, makes me whole. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the 

universe.  You have poured out upon us Your never-

ending love by sending Your Son Jesus Christ to this 

earth to be born of a virgin for us as our Savior, our 

Lord, and our Brother. Sustain Your people gathered 

in His name on this day of joyous celebration through 

the Sacrament of His body and blood. Strengthen us so 

that we may continue to proclaim Him who gives life 

to the world, for He lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

 

CLOSING HYMN "Angels from the Realms of Glory" LW 50  
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray for our many shut-ins and 

friends of Ebenezer that they will be granted comfort and 

healing, especially – Ed Gardner, at the Veterans’ Home in 

Oxford, Mississippi; Beth Pelster, Ray and Irene Bargen, 

Delores Roehrs, Edna Deppermann, Evelyn Bauche, Ardell 

Wagner, Ada Groppe, Edna Deppermann, Mathilde Ohse, 

Ruth Marks, Adeline Keune, Eric Hohlt, Darlene McDaris, 

Marlin Deppermann and Zachary Herbert, and all those we 

hold dear in our hearts. 

 

We pray for the leaders here and in every nation of the 

earth, that the Lord would grant them wisdom that all 

people may enjoy freedom and know peace.  Bless those who 

care for us in time of emergency or disaster, especially our 

law enforcement members, firefighters, and the men and 

women who are serving in the Armed Forces around the 

world. 

 

We pray that our Lord will guide our Church leaders to 

fulfill God’s will and purpose.  Bless us with faithful pastors 

and Church workers who will faithfully steward God’s 

Word to us. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++= 

 

To our members and guests – We are so glad you are here with 

us today!  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship services.  We ask that our visitors please sign the 
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guest register near the Church entrance.  Please join us here at 

Ebenezer for worship and fellowship again soon! 

 

“WE WISH ALL OUR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS A 

VERY BLESSED AND  MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 

JOYOUS NEW YEAR.” 

 

 

Important information for New Year’s Worship Services 

here at Ebenezer 

 

New Year’s Eve Service, Saturday, December 31st 3:00 PM 

 

New Year’s Day Service, Sunday, January 1, 10:00 AM 

 

A Big Note of Appreciation to the Adam’s family for helping 

carry all the Poinsettia plants to the dining hall after 

worship last Sunday!!! 

 
2012 Contribution Envelopes – Just another reminder that if 

you haven’t picked up your 2012 offering envelopes, please do 

so today.  They are on the tables near the entrance.  The 

accuracy of your contribution record depends on your envelope 

number being correct, so please check it, both on the box’s 

address label and the envelopes themselves.  It should be the 

same as in 2011.  Also please report any address corrections to 

Mary Sprick. 

 

The Lutheran Witness Renewals – Our annual Lutheran 

Witness subscriptions will be due February 1st.  The subscription 

price for 2012 is $15.60.  Please let Mary Sprick know if you 
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would like to have your subscription renewed or terminated for 

2012.  If we do not hear, we will assume you want to renew your 

subscription.  Thank you for your help! 

Please see Karen Sprick about this Thrivent notice – In the 

past Thrivent wanted only one person signed up as an advocate 

per congregation.  They are now saying each congregation can 

have up to eight advocates.  Each advocate receives $25.00 from 

Thrivent Choice for the congregation.  If any Thrivent member 

would like to sign up to be an advocate and earn $25.00 for 

Ebenezer, please let Karen know.  Other than having your name 

recorded with Thrivent as an advocate, there is no specified 

duty. 

 

Don’t forget to take a look at the prints and cards of our 

Church that our Ladies Aid is selling.  These items are on the 

table in our old basement.  These cards and pictures feature the 

drawings of Dennis Schmelzer.  For more information, please 

see Margaret Zastrow or Darleen Edwards. 

 

Epiphany Service – Zion Lutheran Church, 211 East Madison, 

in Owensville, MO will host the Washington Circuit’s Epiphany 

service on Friday, January 6th at 7:00 PM. 

 

If anyone would like to take their Poinsettia(s) home to enjoy 

during this week after Christmas worship, please feel free to 

do so.  There are some plastic wraps in the basement kitchen 

to use to protect the plants. 

 

We will be putting together a January newsletter this next 

week.  If you are the Chairman of an organization, please 

have your article/items to Mary by Tuesday, December 27!! 
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Those Serving Today 
 

Organist Saturday – Jenny Huellinghoff  3 PM Worship 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols 11:00 PM Candlelight Worship 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Wilbert Baumann 

Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 

Altar Guild – Darleen Edwards and Mary Sprick 

Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Cody Adams and Brian Nelson 

Bell Ringer – Corey Adams 

Our measure of love in giving last week – Weekly envelopes 

$1,403.00; Plate $13.75; Sunday School $30.51; Sausage sales 

$25.00; Christmas offering $10.00; Christmas Eve $5.00; New 

Year’s Eve $4.00.  Total $1,491.56.  Attendance Saturday 21; 

Sunday 94.  Sunday School attendance children 13; adults 22. 

Wednesday Advent Worship 

 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Saturday – Worship 3:00 PM  (New Year’s Eve) 

 

 
 


