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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 “Let It Be to Me as God Has Said” 

                           December 17 & 18, 2011  

 

AS WE GATHER: Today, we hear the angel's 

announcement of the imminent birth of the Savior and 

Mary's humble consent to God's gracious will. This is the 

first of many times when she would "ponder in her heart" 

the grace and promise of God, and on this day we not only 

recall her faithfulness but pray that we may respond to 

God's will and promise in the same way. 

 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Stir up your power, 

Lord Christ, and come.  With your abundant grace and 

might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that 

eagerly we may receive your promises, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  

Opening Hymn  “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” LW 

33   
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Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Ghost. 

Cong:    Amen. 

The Confession of Sins 

 

Pastor:   Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a 

true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  Our Help is 

in the name of the Lord. 

 

Cong:   Who made heaven and earth. 

 

Pastor:   I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 

Lord. 

Cong:    And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Cong:   O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, 

miserable sinner, confess to you all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended 

you and justly deserved your punishment now 

and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them 

and sincerely repent of them, and I pray you 

of your boundless mercy and for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death 

of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful 

being. 

 

Pastor:   Upon this your confession I, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the 



 3 

grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and 

by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit   

Cong:   Amen. 

  

HYMN “O Come O Come Emmanuel” LW 31 

 

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Oh, come, our Wisdom from on high, 

Who ordered all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

and teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

  

Oh, come, Desire of nations, bind  

In one the hearts of all mankind;  

Oh, bid our sad divisions cease,  

And be yourself our King of Peace.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to you, O Israel! 
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  The Kyrie   

Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy 

upon us, Lord have mercy upon us.   

 

The Salutation – Pastor – The Lord be with you.   

Cong:   And with Thy spirit. 

 

Collect of The Day – Cong.  Amen. 

   

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – 2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 

(God’s promise to David) 

 

PSALM 89:1-5  (God restores and revives His people.) 

 

1  I will sing of the LORD's great love forever;  

with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known     

through all generations. 

 

2  I will declare that your love stands firm forever, 

that you established your faithfulness in heaven 

itself. 
 

3  You said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen 

one, I have sworn to David my servant, 

 

4  'I will establish your line forever and make your 

throne firm through all generations.' "   

 

5  The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your 

faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. 
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ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen. 

 

EPISTLE – Romans 16:25–27 (To the only wise God be 

glory forever) 

 

CHOIR – “Hark the Herald Angels”  (Sunday morning) 

 

THE RESPONSE 

 

Cong:   The virgin will be with child and will give 

birth to a Son, and they will call him 

Immanuel.   

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL 

 

Cong:   Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Lesson – Luke 1:26-38 (The birth of Jesus foretold 

to Mary) 

 

Cong:  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
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God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, 

Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things 

were made; who for us men, and for our salvation, came 

down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of 

the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified 

also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was 

buried; and the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right 

hand of the Father; and He shall come again with glory to 

judge the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no 

end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the 

Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 

who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Come, Thou Long-Expected 

Jesus” LW 22   

THE SERMON 

The Offering & Offertory (Sung) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me, Cast me not away from thy presence; and take 

not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of 

Thy salvation and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.   
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THE PRAYERS 

+ SACRAMENT + 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.                                

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE (for Advent) 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should 

at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John 

the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 

promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world, and calling 

sinners to repentance that they might escape from 

the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in 

glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

SANCTUS (Spoken) 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow'r and 

might: Heav'n and earth are full of Your 

glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He 
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who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 

in the highest.  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, king of all 

creation, for You have had mercy on us and have 

given Your only-begotten Son that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life.  In Your boundless mercy You sent 

Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in 

Christ, the kingdom of heaven has drawn near. 

With thankful hearts we pray then: 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

WORDS OF OUR LORD   

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: "Take, eat; 

this is My + body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me." 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 

when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

"Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 

Pastor: In His body and blood, given us to eat and drink 

in this most holy Supper, we here receive the forgiveness of 

sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again in His 

glory. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught 
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us: 

LORD'S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this 

day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

THE PEACE 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

AGNUS DEI 

People: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, You 

take away the sin of the world; have mercy on 

us.  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; grant us peace, grant us peace.  

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS   

"Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord" LW 33    

 "Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending" LW 15         

 “Draw Near and Take the body of the Lord” LW 240 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE "Come, Thou Long-

Expected Jesus" LW 22  
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Born Thy people to deliver;     

 Born a child and yet a king!    

 Born to reign in us forever,     

 Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.   

 By Thine own eternal Spirit     

 Rule in all our hearts alone;     

 By Thine all-sufficient merit   

 Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: As we prepare to celebrate again the holy season 

of our Savior's birth, we pray O Lord to fill us 

with faith and joy that we may remember His 

coming, rejoice in His presence with us through 

Word and Sacrament, and look for His return in 

glory as King of all. Prepare us that we may be 

ready for His appearing and guide us that we may 

live to His glory all the days of our lives; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD 

make His face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. The LORD look upon you with favor and + 

give you peace.   

People: Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace!  

CLOSING HYMN “Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love” LW 

182 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  We pray for our many shut-ins and 

friends of Ebenezer that they will be granted comfort and 

healing and have a Blessed Christmas especially – Beth 

Pelster, Ed Gardner, Ray and Irene Bargen, Delores 

Roehrs, Evelyn Bauche, Edna Deppermann, Ardell 

Wagner, Ada Groppe, Mathilde Ohse, Ruth Marks, 

Adeline Keune, Eric Hohlt, Darlene McDaris, Marlin 

Deppermann and Zachary Herbert, and all those we 

hold dear in our hearts. 

We pray that our Lord will guide our Church leaders to 

fulfill God’s will and purpose.  Bless us with faithful 

pastors and Church workers who will faithfully steward 

God’s Word to us. 

We pray that the Lord will raise up honest and wise 

leaders here and in every nation of the earth, that all 

people may enjoy freedom, have confidence in justice, 

and know peace.  Bless those who care for us in time of 

emergency or disaster, especially police, firefighters and 

the men and women who are serving in the Armed 

Forces serving around the world. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++= 
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To our members and guests – We are so glad you are here 

with us today!  May the Lord refresh you with peace and 

love during our worship services.  We ask that our visitors 

please sign the guest register near the Church entrance.  

Please join us here at Ebenezer for worship and fellowship 

again soon!  

Important Dates for Christmas at 

Ebenezer 

Christmas Caroling, Sunday, December 18, 2:00 PM 

Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion, 

Saturday, December 24,  3:00 PM  

Children’s Christmas Eve Program, Saturday, 

December 24, 7:00 PM   

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service with Holy 

Communion, Saturday, December 24, 11:00 PM   

Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion, 

Sunday, December 25, 10:00 AM                                                        

New Year’s Eve Service, Saturday 3:00 PM                

New Year’s Day Service, Sunday, January 1, 10:00 

AM  

Christmas Caroling – If you would like to join our Choir 

to go Christmas Caroling this afternoon, please come here 

to Church at 2:00 PM.  We would welcome anyone who 

would like to go along!! 
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2012 Contribution Envelopes – Just a reminder that if you 

haven’t picked up your 2012 offering envelopes, please do 

so today.  They are on the tables near the entrance.  The 

accuracy of your contribution record depends on your 

envelope number being correct, so please check it, both on 

the box’s address label and the envelopes themselves.  It 

should be the same as in 2011.  Also please report any 

address corrections to Mary Sprick. 

 

Please pick up the latest pages for your Church 

Directory from the table near the entrance. 

 

Our fourth Midweek Advent Service will be held next 

Wednesday, December 21st at 10:00 AM and 7:30 PM. 

The theme for this worship service will be Waiting with 

Worship, 2 Samuel 7:1-11,16.  Please come to worship as 

we prepare for the coming of the Christ Child. 

 

If you still need that one more special Christmas gift for 

your children or grandchildren, we have received another 

supply of the children’s “Story Bible”.  The cost is $20.00.  

There is a sample on the table near the entrance.  Please let 

Margaret or Pastor know if you would like to purchase one. 

 

Please see Karen Sprick about this Thrivent notice – In 

the past, Thrivent wanted only one person signed up as an 

advocate per congregation.  They are now saying each 

congregation can have up to eight advocates.  Each 

advocate receives $25.00 from Thrivent Choice for the 

congregation.  If any Thrivent member would like to sign 

up to be an advocate and earn $25.00 for Ebenezer, please 
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let Karen know.  Other than having your name recorded 

with Thrivent as an advocate, there is no specified duty. 

The Lutheran Witness – Our annual Lutheran Witness 

subscriptions will be due February 1st.  The subscription 

price for 2012 is $15.60.  Please let Mary Sprick know if 

you would like to have your subscription renewed or 

terminated for 2012.  Thank you. 

 
Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Wilbert Baumann 

Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 

Altar Guild – Darleen Edwards and Mary Sprick 

Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Justine Huellinghoff and Brent 

Thurmond 

Bell Ringer – Jeff Hohlt 

Our measure of love in giving last week – Weekly envelopes 

$1,702.00; Plate $10.25; Sunday School $29.00; Sausage sales 

$87.50; Advent offerings $23.00; Thanksgiving offering $5.00.  

Total $1,856.75.  Attendance Saturday 22; Sunday 83.  Sunday 

School attendance – Children 15; Adults 21.  Wednesday 

Advent Worship – $654.00  Attendance morning worship – 11; 

evening worship -21 
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This Week at Ebenezer 

Sunday Afternoon – Caroling 2:00 PM 

Wednesday – Advent Worship 10:00 AM & 7:30 PM 

                        Confirmation 6:30 PM 

                         Choir practice 7:00 PM 

Saturday – Christmas Eve Communion Worship 3:00 PM 

                    Children’s Program – “Shine Like Stars” 7:00 PM 

                    Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 11:00  

                                                                                                  PM 

 

 

Please take a moment to see the prints and cards of our 

Church that our Ladies Aid is selling.  These items are 

on the table in our old basement.  These cards and pictures 

feature the drawings of Dennis Schmelzer.  For more 

information, please see Margaret Zastrow or Darleen 

Edwards. 


