


Lesson 2 

Jesus Receives Acclaim 
and Opposition  

(Mark 2-3)  



Theme Verse  
Jesus said to them, "It is not the healthy who 

need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners" (Mark 2:17). 



GOAL 
We seek to learn how Jesus dealt with those 

who sought His healing, as well as those who 
opposed it.  



What's Going On Here?  
As Jesus' preaching and healing ministry 

progressed, it drew much attention. On the 
one hand, Jesus was often surrounded by 
crowds who sought to be taught and healed 
by Him. They were the spiritually and 
physically sick who recognized their sickness 
and their need for the healing Jesus brought.  



On the other hand, religious leaders cast 
a critical eye on what Jesus was doing 
and saying. They were righteous in 
their own eyes and saw no need for 
Jesus' healing. In this lesson we will 
look at how Jesus dealt with both 
groups of people.  

 
   



Searching the Scriptures 

Read 2:1-12. 



Searching the Scriptures 

Apparently Jesus made Capernaum His 
home after being driven out of Nazareth 
(Luke 4:14-31). It is reasonable to think 
that He may have lived at the home of 
Peter and Andrew. When He returned 
home, many people gathered to Him and 
He preached the word to them.  



Searching the Scriptures 

Apparently Jesus made Capernaum His 
home after being driven out of Nazareth 
(Luke 4:14-31). It is reasonable to think 
that He may have lived at the home of 
Peter and Andrew. When He returned 
home, many people gathered to Him and 
He preached the word to them.  



Jesus Begins His Ministry (Mark 1) 

Goal  
 

We seek to learn about Mark and what he 

wrote about the start of Jesus’ ministry.  



What's Going On Here?  

What do you know about the Mark 
who wrote this gospel?  



What's Going On Here?  

Mark 
a)Shortest of the 4 Gospels 

b)Records nothing about Jesus' birth or early life 

c) begins with the ministry of John the Baptist 

 



 



Searching the Scriptures 

The typical house of that time had a 
flat roof that could be easily reached 
by a staircase on the outside of the 
building. The roof often consisted of 
wooden beams on which were laid 
mats of branches over which was 
packed a thick layer of clay.  



 



The Hole in Roof 

 

 
 

 



Another View 

 



Searching Scriptures 

What did the persistent actions of the men in 
digging through the roof and lowering their 
friend before Jesus say about them? What did 
Jesus say to the paralytic? Why do you think 
He said that?  



Searching Scriptures 

1. What did the persistent actions of the men in 
digging through the roof and lowering their 
friend before Jesus say about them? What 
did Jesus say to the paralytic? Why do you 
think He said that?  



Searching Scriptures 

2.  Among the crowd were teachers of the law, 
experts in the written Law of God and its oral 
interpretation. They questioned Jesus' 
authority to I forgive sins. In what way were 
their assumptions right? In what way were , 
they wrong?  



Searching Scriptures 

Jesus knew what they were thinking and 
challenged them by asking which was easier: 
to announce forgiveness or to tell the man to 
get up and walk. Both actions could only be 
accomplished by God or those to whom He 
had granted the authority and power.  



Searching Scriptures 

But the teachers of the law probably thought 
that it was easier to announce forgiveness 
since there was no way to verify that. By 
healing the man, Jesus showed that He had 
the authority to heal and by implication that 
He also had the authority to forgive sins.  



Searching Scriptures 

To those with eyes to see, Jesus' healing 
miracles reinforced His preaching that the 
messianic kingdom (reign) of God, foretold in 
the Old Testament, was near.  



Searching Scriptures 

The healing of the paralytic was more than a 
display of mercy to a wretched man. The 
announcement and presentation of radical 
healing to a man in his entire person was a 
sign of the Kingdom of God drawn near.  



Searching Scriptures 

The paralytic experienced the fulfillment of 
God's promise that the lame would share in 
the joy of the coming salvation (Isa. 35:6; Jer. 
31:8). The demonstration that God had come 
near to his people was startling. All present 
[including the teachers of the law] glorified 
God because he redeemed men from every 
distress. 



My song is love unknown,  

My Savior's love to me,  

Love to the loveless shown  

That they might lovely be.  

Oh, who am I  

That for my sake  

My Lord should take  

Frail flesh and die?  

 


