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AS WE GATHER:  The season of Advent is all about 

awaiting the coming of the Savior, God's Word becoming 

flesh and dwelling among us. The incarnation of God in 

human flesh and blood is the way of salvation for all 

mankind that could only have come to us from God 

Himself. We could never have imagined such a way of 

salvation for ourselves. Yet God even predicted this would 

be His way to make atonement for all nations through His 

chosen people, the nation of Israel. God's prophet Isaiah 

proclaimed: "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 

son, and shall call His name Immanuel." (Isaiah 7:14) In 

keeping with this prophecy, an ancient writer incorporated 

this and several other prophecies together in the hymn, "O 

Come, O Come, Emmanuel." This hymn will be a chorus 

running through this service of worship.  

 

+ A SERVICE OF PRAYER & PREACHING + 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

 

PRELUDE 

 

HYMN "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" stanzas 1 and 2 

LW 31  

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

 
Pastor:  Blessed are You, Lord Jesus Christ, King of the 

universe, yet born of the virgin Mary. 

 

(Silence for reflection)   



 
Pastor:  The Lord is here. 

People: His Spirit is with us.   

 

Pastor:  Holy God, holy and mighty One, holy and 

strong One, 

People: abide in us. 

 

Pastor:  Holy God, holy and incarnate One, holy and 

indwelling One, 

People: abide in us. 

 

Pastor:  Holy God, holy and life-giving One, holy and 

guiding One, 

People: abide in us.   

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor:  Let us confess our sins to God and one another.   

 

People: Lord, at times we act and react to all things 

as if our personal plans trump Your plans. 

Help us to prepare for Your coming by 

listening to and heeding Your Word. As we 

await Your coming, keep us patient and 

focused on the things of God, which we so 

frequently set aside and forget. Like the 

prophet Isaiah's King Ahaz, we too ought to 

reply to Your request to ask You for a sign, 

"I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD 

to the test." Isaiah 7:12   



 

Teach us today, dear Lord, what You would 

want us to ask; what You would want us to 

do; what You would want us to believe. 

Above all else, send us Your precious sign---

Immanuel (God with us), that we may live as 

Your forgiven people. Forgive us our sin of 

desiring to be our own saviors. Teach us 

again to believe, confess, and live according 

to Your will. Amen. 

 
Pastor:  My good sisters and brothers in Christ, hear this 

Word from the Lord. Have this mind among 

yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 

though He was in the form of God, did not 

count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 

but made Himself nothing, taking the form of a 

servant, being born in the likeness of men. And 

being found in human form, He humbled 

Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 

death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has 

highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the 

name that is above every name, so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:5-

11). Today we confess before Jesus and to one 

another that we are sinners, guilty before God 

and one another, eager to seek and pronounce 

forgiveness. Therefore, as a called and ordained 



servant of the Word, I forgive your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the +Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen and Amen.   

 
HYMN  "The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns" 

LW 26  

  

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 (God reveals His 

precious covenant to David.)    

 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING Matthew 1:18-25 (Joseph is told 

about the birth of the Christ.)   

  
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" Sts. 3 and 4: LW 

31 

 

SERMON Waiting with Worship 2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 

  

THE APOSTLES' CREED   

 

   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 



   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

   born of the virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died and was buried. 

   He descended into hell. 

   The third day He rose again from the dead. 

   He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. 

From thence He will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy Christian Church 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

  

OFFERING  

 

PRAYERS 

 
Pastor:  Jesus, born a refugee, 

People: come among us. 

 

Pastor:  Jesus, friend of the poor, 

People: come among us. 

 
Pastor:  Jesus, lover of the outcast,  

People: come among us. 



Pastor:  Christ, food for the hungry, 

People: come among us. 

 

Pastor: Christ, health of the sick,   

People: come among us. 

 

Pastor:  Christ, Savior of the world, 

People: come among us. 

 
Pastor:  Jesus, bringer of Good News, 

People: come among us. 

 

Pastor:  Jesus, hope of us all, 

People: come among us. 

 
Pastor:  Lord Jesus Christ, Son of Mary, born into a 

human family, let us know You in our homes. 

Bless our families and our friends, our 

neighbors and all Your people. Grant that we 

may rejoice that You are made flesh and dwell 

among us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

People: Amen.   

 

LORD'S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9-13) 

  

HYMN "Jesus Shall Reign" LW 312  

 

BLESSING 

 

Pastor:  The Wonderful Counselor guide you, 



   the Mighty God protect you,  

   the Everlasting Father be with you, 

   the Prince of Peace inspire you, 

and the blessing of God be upon you, now and 

evermore.   

 

People: Amen and Amen.   

 

HYMN "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" Sts. 5 and 7  LW 

31   

 

 

 

 

 
 


