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AS WE GATHER:  Despite the fact that we all sin daily 

and are in need of forgiveness, God has always taken it 

upon Himself to restore our broken relationships with Him 

as well as those we humans have with one another. We 

literally have our forgiveness through divine intervention. 

These weeks of Advent prepare us to see the deliverance 

God has initiated for us. Now there are few among us who 

would turn down a Deliverer who comes to set us free. The 

human problem is in our understanding of what type of 

deliverance we actually need. As the prophet once wrote, 

"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 

ways My ways, declares the LORD" (Isaiah 55: 8). So we 

need to learn what exactly it means for us to be delivered. 

Isaiah will teach us what we need to learn this week.  

 

+ A SERVICE OF PRAYER and PREACHING + 

  

RINGING OF THE BELL 

  
HYMN "When All the World Was Cursed" LW 187  

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 95:1-7 

 
Pastor:  Oh, come, let us sing to the LORD;  

People: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

   salvation! 

 
Pastor:  Let us come into His presence with 

thanksgiving; 

People: let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs 

of praise! 



 
Pastor:  For the LORD is a great God, and a great King 

above all gods. 

People: In His hand are the depths of the earth; the 

heights of the mountains are His also. 
 

Pastor:  The sea is His, for He made it, and His hands 

formed the dry land. 

People: Oh, come, let us worship and bow down; 

 

Pastor:  Let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 

People: for He is our God, and we are the people of 

His pasture and the sheep of His hand.  

 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be forever.  Amen.   

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor:  Let us confess our sins to God and one another. 

 

People: Good Lord, You gave us Your first promise 

to send us a Deliverer only a matter of 

moments after our first parents, Adam and 

Eve, sinned. You said to the serpent, who is 

called the devil and Satan, "I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between 

your offspring and her Offspring; He shall 

bruise your head, and you shall bruise His 

heel" (Genesis 3:15). We know this Offspring 



of the woman as our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Yet, we confess that we have attempted to 

design our deliverance based on what we 

think and how we feel rather than on what 

You speak to us in Your Holy Word. Deliver 

us, Lord, that we may, by faith receive Your 

Word, before we think or speak; for we pray 

this in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen.   

 

Pastor: My good sisters and brothers in Christ, hear this 

Word from the Lord. For while we were still 

weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a 

righteous person---though perhaps for a good 

person one would dare even to die---but God 

shows His love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5: 6-8). We 

are bold to stand before God as repentant 

sinners, confessing our sin. Therefore, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, I 

forgive Your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

People: Thanks be to God!   

 

FIRST READING:   Isaiah 40:1-5   

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 



HYMN "On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry" LW 14   

 

SECOND READING Luke 3:1-18 (The Baptist is the 

voice in the wilderness.)   

 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

THIRD READING Matthew 11:2-6 (John also 

questions Jesus.)   

  
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON Waiting with Comfort, Isaiah 40:1–11 

 

LUTHER'S EXPLANATION TO THE SECOND 

ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES' CREED 

 

People: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, 

begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, 

born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed 

me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won 

me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the 

devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 

precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 

death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His 

kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 

innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the 

dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most 

certainly true. 



OFFERING 

 

PRAYERS 

 

Pastor:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 
Pastor: For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with 

all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the holy Christian Church, here and 

scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of 

all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For this nation, for our cities and communities, 

and for the common welfare of us all, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 
Pastor:  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness 

of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 
Pastor:  For those who labor, for those whose work is 

difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let 

us pray to the Lord:   

People: Lord, have mercy. 



Pastor:  For all those in need, for the hungry and 

homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and 

for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 
Pastor:  For the sick and dying and for all those who 

care for them, let us pray to the Lord:   

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 
Pastor:  For . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor:  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body 

and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, 

have mercy.   

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

 
HYMN "My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord" LW 211 

(sung to St. Crispin, LW 362) 

 

SENDING 

 

Pastor:  The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and 

bring us to everlasting life.   

People: Amen, Amen!   

 

POSTLUDE 

 


