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AS WE GATHER: Three days ago, we gathered here in 

God‘s presence on the First Sunday in Advent. With the 

season of Advent, we begin a new Church Year. And at the 

same time, we prepare for the celebration of the festival of 

the holy incarnation—the coming of Christ on that first 

Christmas Day. In last Sunday‘s Holy Gospel, we heard the 

account of our Lord‘s triumphal entrance into Jerusalem. 

This is how the Church begins things each year. We stand 

between our Lord‘s first coming and wait for his second 

coming at the end of time. We wait and live by faith, not by 

sight. Our faith is nourished and made certain as we 

remember our Lord Jesus, who entered Jerusalem on Palm 

Sunday in order to remove our unrighteousness through his 

atoning death and resurrection. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Father, in the 

wilderness of the Jordan you sent a messenger to prepare 

people's hearts for the coming of your Son. Help me to hear 

his words and repent of my sins, so that I may clearly see 

the way to walk, the truth to speak, and the life to live for 

Him, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

+ A SERVICE OF PRAYER and PREACHING + 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

 

HYMN ―Come, O Long-Expected Jesus‖ LW 22 

 

OPENING SENTENCES  
  

Pastor:  Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,  



People: The light no darkness can overcome.  
  

Pastor:  Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening,  

People: And the day is almost over.  

 
Pastor:  Let Your light scatter the darkness  

People: And illumine Your Church.   

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION  

  

Pastor:  Let us confess our sins to God and one another. 

Lord, while we readily acknowledge that  ―the earth is the 

Lord‘s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who 

dwell therein,‖ we also confess that we still see light and 

darkness in the world around us based on what we think 

and what we think we know.  Help us to acknowledge, dear 

Lord, that without Your Word as ―a lamp to our feet and a 

light for our path,‖ we find ourselves no different from 

Adam and Eve who first ate the forbidden fruit in the 

Garden of Eden because they desired what was ―good for 

food,‖ ―a delight to the eyes,‖ and what was ―desired to 

make one wise.‖  Teach us, Lord, that this is the beginning 

of our sin and that we cannot free ourselves from it.  Yet 

You can and do free us for the sake of Jesus, Your only-

begotten Son, who came to redeem and restore what You 

created for us.  Forgive us our sins, we pray, in Jesus‘ 

name. 

People: Amen.    

  
Pastor:  My good sisters and brothers in Christ, hear this 

Word from the Lord. ―But when the fullness of time had 



come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under 

the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that 

we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are 

sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, 

crying, ‗Abba!  Father!‘ So you are no longer a slave, but a 

son, and if a son, then an heir through God‖ (Galatians 4:4–

7).  God, in Christ, is gracious to us, his heirs.  Therefore, 

as a called and ordained servant of the Word, I forgive 

Your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 

People: Amen and Amen.    

 

 



SCRIPTURE READING    Isaiah 64:1–9  (Prayer for 

Mercy)  

  
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

HYMN ―The King Shall Come‖ LW 26 

 

SERMON ―Waiting with Prayer‖ Isaiah 64:1–9 

 

 LUTHER’S EXPLANATION TO THE FIRST 

ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
  

People: I believe that God has made me and all 

creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, 

ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, 

and still takes care of them. He also gives clothing and 

shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and 

children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and 

daily provides me with all that I need to support this 

body and life.   

  

He defends me against all danger and guards and 

protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of 

fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit 

or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank 

and praise, serve and obey Him.   

  

This is most certainly true.  

 

OFFERING   



  

  

PRAYERS  

  

Pastor:  Upon all who seek to care for our world,  

People: Lord, have mercy.    

  
Pastor:  Upon all who seek to conserve and preserve the 

earth‘s goodness,  

People: Lord, have mercy.    

  
Pastor:  Upon all who work in Your created order,  

People: Lord, have mercy.    

  

Pastor:  Upon those who work in dark or dangerous places,  

People: Lord, have mercy.    

  
Pastor:  Upon those who suffer through pollution,  

People: Lord, have mercy.    

  

Pastor:  Upon those whose land has been spoiled by war,  

People: Lord, have mercy.    

  
Pastor:  Upon those who work on the land or on the sea,  

People: Lord, have mercy.    

  

Pastor:  Upon all artists, writers, and craftspeople,  

People: Lord, have mercy.  

 

Pastor:  Upon all who seek to make this world beautiful,  

People: Lord, have mercy.    



 LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13)  

   

 
  

BENEDICTION  

  



Pastor:  The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and 

bring us to everlasting life.   

  

People: Amen, Amen, and Amen!    

  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


