


Introduction
Aim – Get you into your Bible

Guide to help you understand Mark

How to use your Bible.



Observe
What does it say? 

a)Exact meaning of the text.

b)Never read what isn’t there.

c) Observe accurately what is on the page.

d)Read as though you had never seen it before.



Interpret
What does it mean?

a) Be sure that you always let the Bible be its 
own interpreter.

b) Make use of cross references if your Bible 
has them.



Apply
What does it mean to me?

a) God has message for today.

b) What am I to believe? to do? to be?

c) How am I to live?

d) What does he text say about the world in 
which I live today?



Guidelines
a) Read Mark often during this study – only 16 chapters.

b) Read with special attention the chapter to be discussed 
at your next class session.

c) Write down questions to be asked.

d) Make use of Bible dictionaries and helps.



Reading As a Devotion 
a) What is God giving me?

1. Doctrine?
2. Counsel?
3. Comfort?
4. Warning?
5. Courage?
6. A principle to live by?



Reading As a Devotion 
b)  Finding in the book Mark.

1. Thanks and praise.

2. Something to intercede.

3. Turning the passage into a prayer.



Reading As a Devotion 
c)  Resolve

1. To believe, to do, to be what the passage 
has told you
2.  Ask for and rely on the Holy Spirit’s power.
3.  Ask God for guidance to enable you.



Jesus Begins His Ministry – Mark 1

"The beginning of the 
gospel about Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God” (Mark 1:1). 



Jesus Begins His Ministry (Mark 1)

Goal 

We seek to learn about Mark and what he 

wrote about the start of Jesus’ ministry. 



What's Going On Here? 

What do you know about the Mark 
who wrote this gospel?



What's Going On Here? 

Mark
a)Shortest of the 4 Gospels

b)Records nothing about Jesus' birth or early life

c) begins with the ministry of John the Baptist



What's Going On Here? 

Chapter 1 (chief parts)
a)What Mark recorded about John.

b)Jesus' Baptism and temptation.

c) Call of the first disciples.

d)Jesus' authority to teach and heal and drive 
out demons. 



Searching the Scriptures

Early church writings from the second century 
tell us that the author of this gospel was Mark 
and that Mark was a close associate of Peter 
from whose preaching Mark received the 
information recorded in this gospel. 



Mark in the New Testament
The Book of Acts

1) Acts 12:12, 25

2) Acts 13:4-5, 13

3) Acts 15:36-40



Mark in the New Testament
The Book of Acts

1) Acts 12:12, 25   12 When this had dawned on 
him, he went to the house of Mary the 
mother of John, also called Mark, where 
many people had gathered and were praying. 
25 When Barnabas and Saul had finished their 
mission, they returned from Jerusalem, 
taking with them John, also called Mark. 



Mark in the New Testament
The Book of Acts

2)  Acts 13:4-5, 13 4 The two of them, sent on 
their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to 
Seleucia and sailed from there to Cyprus. 5

When they arrived at Salamis, they 
proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish 
synagogues. John was with them as their 
helper. 13 From Paphos, Paul and his 
companions sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, 
where John left them to return to Jerusalem. 



Mark in the New Testament
The Book of Acts

3)  Acts 15:36-40 36 Some time later Paul said to 
Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the 
brothers in all the towns where we preached 
the word of the Lord and see how they are 
doing.” 37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also 
called Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not 
think it wise to take him, because he had 
deserted them in Pamphylia and had not 
continued with them in the work. 



Mark in the New Testament
The Book of Acts

3)  Acts 15:36-40 39 They had such a sharp 
disagreement that they parted company. 
Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40

but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by 
the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 



Mark in the New Testament

1. Colossians 4:10

2. 2 Timothy 4:11

3. 1 Peter 5:13



Mark in the New Testament

1. Colossians 4:10 10 My fellow prisoner 
Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does 
Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have 
received instructions about him; if he comes 
to you, welcome him.) 



Mark in the New Testament

2.  2 Timothy 4:11 11 Only Luke is with me. Get 
Mark and bring him with you, because he is 
helpful to me in my ministry. 



Mark in the New Testament
3. 1 Peter 5:13  13 She who is in Babylon, chosen 

together with you, sends you her greetings, 
and so does my son Mark. 

Note also in 1 Peter 5:13 the mention of 
Babylon, which many scholars think is a 
symbolic reference to Rome. 



Mark in History

According to 

tradition, Peter was 

in Rome during the 

last years of his life 

and there suffered 

martyrdom during 

the persecution of 

Christians by the 

Roman emperor 

Nero. 



Mark in History
Early church documents indicate that the gospel 

of Mark was written in Rome. It has been 
suggested by some scholars that Mark wrote 
his gospel for the Christians at Rome who 
were undergoing the terrible Neronian 
persecution (which took place about A.D. 64-
67), seeking to strengthen them by holding 
before them the life of Jesus. 



Mark  
Mark is the shortest of the gospels, recording 

more of what Jesus did and what He said. A 
verse that neatly summarizes Jesus' mission 
is Mark 10:45. If you have never done so, you 
would do well to memorize this verse. Scan 
the section titles throughout the book, and 
note Jesus' acts of service and the offering up 
of His life as a ransom for many.



Mark  
Mark 10:45 45 For even the Son of Man did not 

come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.”



Mark Chapter 1  
Read Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel 

about Jesus Christ, the Son of God., which 
appears to be a title for the entire book. The 
word beginning echoes Genesis 1:1, "In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth." Here, Mark tells us, God was making 
a new beginning. What does Mark record the 
beginning of? If this is only the beginning, 
what is the continuation and the ending? 



Mark Chapter 1   
Read Mark 1:2-8. What was John the Baptist's 

relationship to the Old Testament prophecies 
quoted by Mark? What was John's role? How 
did he carry it out? What was his message 
(1:7-8)? 



Mark Chapter 1   
Read 1:9-13. Although He did not need to 

repent and receive forgiveness, Jesus came 
from Nazareth to be baptized by John. He did 
so as the substitute for sinful humanity. His 
baptism was also His inauguration into 
ministry. How did God the Father place His 
stamp of approval on Jesus and His work (see 
Psalm 2:7; Isaiah 42:1)? How was Jesus 
empowered for that work? What was His first 
battle on behalf of sinful humanity? 



Mark Chapter 1   
Psalm 2:7 I will proclaim the decree of the 

LORD: He said to me, “You are my Son today I 
have become your Father.

Isaiah 42:1 1 “Here is my servant, whom I 
uphold, 

my chosen one in whom I delight; 
I will put my Spirit on him 

and he will bring justice to the nations. 



Mark Chapter 1   
Read Mark 1:14-20. God's people were 

expecting the coming of the kingdom that was 
to be inaugurated by the promised Messiah. 
What was Jesus' message about the kingdom 
(1:15)? What kind of radical choice did people 
have to with joy? 



Mark Chapter 1   
Jesus' call to come and follow Him, the call to 

discipleship, was an urgent call, one that 
demanded an immediate response. How did 
the response of Peter, Andrew, James, and 
John show that Jesus should take precedence 
over everything else? What did Jesus promise 
to make them? 



Mark Chapter 1    
Read 1:21-28. The other rabbis of Jesus' time 

taught by quoting the opinions of other 
rabbis. How did Jesus show His authority as 
the Son of God? How did even the demon 
acknowledge that? What was the reaction of 
the people to Jesus? 



Mark Chapter 1 
Read 1:29-34. How did Jesus respond to the sick 

or demon possessed who were brought to 
Him? How did Peter's mother-in-law show her 
gratitude? 



Mark Chapter 1   
Read 1:35-39. Early the next morning, after a 

busy evening of healing and casting out 
demons, what did Jesus do? While people 
were looking for Jesus because of His miracles, 
what did Jesus say was the reason for His 
coming (1:38)? 



Mark Chapter 1   
Read 1:40-45. How did the leprous man express 

his faith in Jesus? How did Jesus treat him? 
Why do you think Jesus was so concerned that 
the man not tell anyone? What happened as a 
result of the man not obeying Jesus? 



Mark Chapter 1   
Read 1:40-45. How did the leprous man express 

his faith in Jesus? How did Jesus treat him? 
Why do you think Jesus was so concerned that 
the man not tell anyone? What happened as a 
result of the man not obeying Jesus? 



The Word for Us

What does Jesus teach us about prayer? See 
Mark 1:35. 



The Word for Us

Even though Jesus doesn't call many present-
day disciples to leave their homes, families, 
and occupations, He still wants to have first 
place in their lives. In what ways can we give 
Him that place? 



The Word for Us

Jesus calls all who would follow Him to be 
fishers of people. How are we fishers? 



The Word for Us

What can the result of the leprous man's 
disobedience teach us about disobeying Jesus 
even with the best of intentions? 



For us baptized, for us He bore 

His holy fast and hungered sore; 

For us temptation sharp He knew; 

For us the tempter overthrew. 


