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 What God Wants 

I have spent most of the preparation time for this sermon just 
staring at the words of our text.  I have preached this text 
several times in the past, usually preaching first half or the 
second.  They seem to be two very different sorts of 
messages.  But they are always part of the same Gospel 
lesson, so I figure that they must share a common theme or 
a common message.  So I stared at them, and thought about 
them and tried to imagine preaching them both as one 
message with a single meaning, over-all.  That is why I spent 
so much time staring at the screen.  

Text: Matthew 22:34-46 
34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced 
the Sadducees, the Pharisees got 
together. 35 One of them, an expert 
in the law, tested him with this 
question: 36 “Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?” 
37 Jesus replied: “„Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.‟ 
38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 And the second 
is like it: „Love your neighbor as 
yourself.‟40 All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.” 

 

  



 

The two segments approach the same issue, but from 
different starting points and in different ways.  It has taken a 
while to focus on the real issue here, but, when you take 
everything into account in the Gospel, the real point of the 
whole thing is What God Wants.  And so, that is our theme 
for this service: What God Wants.  

The first half of the gospel lesson is about the question of 
which commandment of the Law is the greatest - or most 
important.  You know the answers, of course.  The first 
Commandment Jesus mentions is Deuteronomy 6:5, quoted 
not precisely, but to the same end. We are to love God. God 
wants us to love Him with everything we are and everything 
we are about doing or thinking or saying.  

Then Jesus gives then the second most important 
commandment.  It is to love our neighbors as we love 
ourselves.  The word for "love" in this command is "agape".  
It is the same word for the love we are to have for God, and 
the same word which the New Testament always uses for 
the love, which God has for us.  It is not specifically a love of 
emotion.  It is a love of commitment, and of intelligence, and 
of will.  It is the sort of love one must exercise if one is going 
to love God with will and intellect and actions and thoughts.  
It is also the only kind of love that makes sense if you love 
your neighbor.  

It doesn't make sense to command love for the neighbor if all 
one is thinking of is emotions!  Why would God command us 
merely to feel good about our neighbor?  Does it make 
sense to make a command out of warm thoughts?  God is 
commanding an over-riding concern for our neighbor, for his 
or her welfare both in this life and for everlasting life.  We are 
to care about one another as much as we care about 
ourselves.  



 

If we did, the world would work so much better.  There would 
be no hunger, because we wouldn't rest until our neighbors 
had something to eat, too.  There would be no war, because 
we could not imagine doing to our neighbor anything we 
would not want done to us - and they would not be able to 
imagine doing it to us, either!  We would put the best 
construction on everything our neighbor did or said, just as 
we expect them to understand what we do and what we say 
in a generous and positive light.  How could we sue one 
another?  Instead, we would seek the most equitable 
solutions to our disputes.  No one would have to tell us what 
was right, because we would be concerned that our 
neighbors came out of any situation as well as we would like 
to.  

Even competition would be something entirely different.  It 
would not be that we would not compete, but we would want 
our neighbor to excel as much as we hope to excel, and we 
would design our competition to bring out the best in each of 
us for the joy of the game, not for the "thrill of victory."  
Cheating would be impossible, since we would not want our 
neighbor to suffer the disadvantage.  Gloating in victory 
would evaporate because we want our neighbor to feel as 
good about the competition as we do.  

Could you imagine politics in such a world?  There would be 
no negative ads.  We could hardly imagine campaigning at 
all, since our only goal would be the genuine welfare of the 
other.  The deceit, and dirty tricks, and hidden agendas of 
modern politics simply would find no place to get a foothold 
in such a world.  There would be no profiteering in the 
market, as we witnessed in the news in the past week.  We 
would not want to profit while our neighbor lost!  And our 
entire purpose for being would be to live out the love we 
have for God by living out love for one another.  It would be 



 

heavenly - and it may well be what heaven will be like for 
those who go there. 

But we don't live in that world.  We live in a world of sin.  It is 
marked by greed and selfishness, and putting number one 
first.  You take every advantage you can, because you need 
it.  The other guy is doing the same thing.   

And the will of God is that we love Him in such a way that we 
put His will first in what we do, and think, and say, and we do 
that best by living as though we were in that world where our 
neighbor is just as important to us as we are - BECAUSE IN 
GOD'S EYES, HE IS.  

The second half of the gospel lesson is where Jesus asks 
them a question in return.  He asks them a simple question.  
"What do you think about the Christ, whose son is He?" We 
would no problem with the question.  And neither did they, 
they said to Him, "The son of David."  Then Jesus gives 
them the real puzzle, He said to them, "Then how does 
David in the Spirit call Him 'Lord,' saying, 'THE LORD SAID 
TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I PUT 
THINE ENEMIES BENEATH THY FEET"'?  If David then 
calls Him 'Lord,' how is He his son?" Our text tells us that not 
only could they not answer the question, but also they were 
afraid to ask Him any more questions, presumably because 
He would then embarrass them with other questions that 
demonstrated their limitations.  

The reason they could not answer the question Jesus asked 
is that their faulty theological prejudices prohibited them from 
being able to conceive of the answer, even though it was an 
answer clearly spelled out in the Old Testament Scriptures, 
of which they fancied themselves the experts and the 
masters.  They could not conceive of what God had in mind - 



 

the Incarnation.  They could not imagine God in human 
flesh, even though the Bible clearly predicted it.  Further, 
they could not imagine Jesus, who stood before them, 
fulfilling all of the prophecies of the Messiah, and showing 
Himself to be the Christ, as God in the flesh.  

Their problem was unbelief.  They wanted God their way, 
and they wanted the Bible to mean what they wanted it to 
mean, and not what it said.  Most people have that problem 
today.  Whether they deny that Jesus is God, or they refuse 
to believe in the sacraments, or simply want to claim some 
portion of the credit - the glory - of their own salvation - 
whether that is done by works or by choosing the right path, 
or choosing to believe - in every case, the problem is 
unbelief.  They want what they want; in this case, they 
wanted their prejudices and unscriptural doctrines to be 
absolutely true.  They wanted to be right and have Jesus be 
wrong.  This half of the Gospel lesson shows Jesus trying to 
steer them to the truth.  

The whole Gospel lesson is about what God wants.  And 
what is the will of God? [Our salvation.]  

The Law is about love - about our welfare.  What God wants 
is that we know Him and live in His presence as those who 
know Him, even thought he world around us refuses to know 
Him or recognize His presence.  The Gospel is also about 
our welfare.  He has taken away your sins.  He has 
proclaimed His love for you, and won your salvation from the 
consequences of your sins.  His will also includes that we 
know Him and the truth about Him, about who He is and 
what He is actually like.  

That is where the second half of our Gospel lesson comes 
in.  Jesus asked the question about whose son the Christ is 



 

to force the teachers of Israel to recognize that they did not 
know all the answers, and that there were truths in Scripture 
that they had not yet considered.  The theology of the Old 
Testament religious leaders did not allow them to consider 
God in human flesh, just as many modern Christians have 
trouble imagining the Real Presence of the body and blood 
of Jesus in the Holy Supper.  They are committed to an 
unscriptural theology, which limits what God can do to what 
they can imagine.  Worse than that, it limits God to what they 
want to imagine.  

The Pharisees in our Gospel did not want to imagine the sort 
of God who could be present in Jesus.  The God who would 
humble Himself like that was not the sort of God they had 
pictured, and they imagined that it would be the wrong sort 
of God.  They wanted triumph!  They wanted their place in 
the scheme of things re-affirmed.  Humility and grace, the 
things they observed in Jesus, were not the sort of things 
they wanted from their God - and so they could not imagine 
"Immanuel", God among us as one of us - even though their 
Scriptures prophesied Him.  

What God wants is to save His people, and for His people to 
be listening to His Word, and believing what He says, no 
matter what the circumstances are.  They could not imagine 
that the Son could be greater than the father, a cultural 
prejudice, even though God did that unexpected sort of thing 
time and time again in their history.  Joseph was greater 
than Jacob.  God rescued Israel by the hands of a woman, 
when Jael killed Sisera.  Gideon was the youngest son of an 
insignificant family in Israel, and yet he faced a huge army 
with just 300 men, and by God's blessing he was triumphant.  
Saul was a member of the least important family in the 
smallest tribe of Israel, but God made him king.  David was 
greater than his father, Jesse, even though he was the 



 

youngest of Jesse's sons.  God doesn't work the way we 
work.  He doesn't choose the way we choose.   

They could not imagine God the Father being present in 
Jesus, the man, and therefore they could not accept the Son 
of God or the concept of Trinity, for that matter.  They faced 
the Son of God - known to them by the title "Son of Man" - 
daily, and He fulfilled the prophecies that identified Him for 
who He was, and their own prophesies told them that this 
was what God was going to do.  But the Pharisees could not 
imagine the Incarnation, and did not want to imagine a Christ 
who violated their prejudices so blatantly.  They could not 
imagine it because they did not believe.  

God would have you believe His Word.  What God wants is 
faith.  He wants a faith in His people which receives the 
salvation which He has won on the cross and the gifts He 
pours out by the humble means of the preaching of the 
Gospel, the washing of Baptism, the by Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, and He wants a faith which hears His Word 
and trusts God no matter what else may seem right or good 
to us or may seem to make sense to us at this moment or 
that.  Scriptures put it like this in Romans 3: "Let God be 
found true, though every man be found a liar."  

So what our Gospel talks abut today is what God wants.  He 
wants us to love Him and because we love Him, to love one 
another, and He wants us to hear and believe and trust His 
Word, no matter what, simply because it is His Word.  That 
is what our Gospel this morning is about. 


