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 Render to God 

Christ said, "Render to God what is God's."  We must 
recognize here what belongs to God, so that we can deliver 
it to Him.  Christ pointed to the coin with the image of Caesar 
to show the Jews that they should render to Caesar the 
things that bear his image.  So also, you should render to 
God the things that bear God's image. 

In the beginning, Adam and Eve were created with the 
image of God.  But the image did not last long.  It was soon 
broken by the first sin, and has remained broken in us 
children of Adam and Eve. 

You might say that the image of God in you still remains, 
although it is broken and corrupted.  But does God accept an 

Text: Matthew 22:18-21 
18 But Jesus, knowing their evil 
intent, said, “You hypocrites, why 
are you trying to trap me? 19 Show 
me the coin used for paying the tax.” 
They brought him a denarius, 20 
and he asked them, “Whose image 
is this? And whose inscription?” 21 
“Caesar’s,” they replied. 
Then he said to them, “So give back 
to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to 
God what is God’s.” 

 

  



 

offering that is broken or corrupted?  No, that would be a 
mockery of God.  The works produced by the corrupted 
image are corrupt.  Every act that comes from a sinful heart 
is sinful. 

What would happen if you tried to pay the IRS using tiny 
shreds of dollar bills?  If you handed them an envelope with 
the itty-bitty fragments, do you think they would accept it?  
Of course not.  In the same way, God cannot accept the 
works that proceed from a broken image. 

You can see evidence of this broken image in many aspects 
of your life.  When it comes time to obey God's 
commandments, the efforts of the broken image are weak at 
best.  You shatter the commandments by continual 
transgression every day.  It is unavoidable, no matter how 
hard you try.  A bad tree cannot bear good fruit, and at heart 
you are a bad tree. 

If you were a stained glass window and you were shattered 
into a million pieces, then there would be nothing left to do 
but sweep you up and put you in the garbage heap.  With 
the broken image of God, the logical conclusion is to be 
swept away by the angels on judgment day and dumped into 
the place of weeping and gnashing of teeth, the abyss of 
hell.  That is what you and every other human being 
deserve, because God's image in us has been broken by 
sin. 

But Christ Jesus has no broken image.  Although He 
received His flesh and blood from the Virgin Mary, yet He 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit without sin.  Therefore, He 
is the only Man with the perfect image of God intact.  As it 
says in Hebrews one, Christ is the brightness of the Father's 
glory and the express image of His person.  It also says in 



 

Colossians one, Christ is the visible image of the invisible 
God.  And as Christ Himself said, "When you see Me, you 
have seen the Father." 

So when Christ lived His life, He rendered perfect obedience 
to His Father.  He fulfilled every commandment as no man 
has done before, and none have since.  Christ, with His 
perfect image of God intact, was able to do what you could 
not.  He kept the whole Law, down to the last jot and tittle.  
His entire life was one continual offering of loving obedience 
to His Father. 

When He offered Himself up on the Cross, He rendered to 
His Father the perfect sacrifice for sin.  He gave Himself 
freely as the innocent Lamb.  Because the image of God in 
Him was perfect, the sacrifice had infinite value.  The Blood 
was more precious than diamonds.  Every shudder and sigh 
of pain was priceless to atone for sin. 

Therefore, the life and death of Christ are the true rendering 
to God what belongs to God.  Christ gave to His Father what 
needed to be paid, the "spiritual tax" if you will. 

But it does not only count for Him.  When you were Baptized, 
God placed the image of Christ on you.  That changes 
everything about your life.  Now God does not see the 
broken image that is in you and broken works, but He sees 
only the perfect image of God that Christ gave you.  When 
He looks at your life, He sees a life of perfect obedience 
rendered to Him.  He sees no sins.  He sees only the 
unbroken image of Christ. 

Your entire life is now an offering made acceptable in God's 
sight.  God receives everything you do as the proper 
rendering to Him.  When you sacrifice for Him, whether in 



 

pain or persecution or in the offering plate, He sees it as 
immaculately holy works done in His own image.  Even 
though your thoughts and actions are still stained by sin, yet 
the image of Christ lifts you up as an offering without any 
blemish or impurity. 

The final judgment has already been declared for you.  You 
need not wait for the last Day.  You are already judged 
righteous in Christ, whose image covers you.  When you 
arrive at the pearly gates on that glorious and wonderful 
Day, you will walk straight in, since you are fully dressed in 
clothing whiter than snow, richer than the clothing of any 
earthly king.  For you are dressed in the image of the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, in whose glorious presence you 
shall live in joy and peace, forever and ever. 


