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What Will My Prayers of Praise Look 
Like? 



Focus

A story from the Author:  

It was an evening in San Francisco. . . .



Inform

God encourages us to be thankful children not 
only because it is the right thing to do, but 
because “thanks living” changes our 
perspective on life. Read the following 
passages on prayers of thanksgiving. 



Inform

1. Read Deuteronomy 8:10–18. 

a) In these verses God reminds His people that 
He delivered them from exile into the 
Promised Land. How does the text paint a 
picture of their lives in the wilderness (verses 
15–16)? 

b) In these same verses, how did God prove to 
be faithful to His people? 



Inform

1. Read Deuteronomy 8:10–18. 

c)  What imperative does verse 10 give us? What 
reason do verses 11–14 give for this 
command? 

d)  In verses 17–18, we are given two differing 
opinions of earthly blessings. What are they, 
and why do we need to “remember the Lord 
your God”? 



Inform

1. Read Habakkuk 3:1–19. 

a) Habakkuk was a prophet who lived during a 
particularly dark time in Israel’s history. In the first 
two chapters of the book, Habakkuk complains to God 
that evil acts seem to go unpunished. The Lord in turn 
tells Habakkuk to trust in Him and that His divine plan 
will soon be fulfilled. How does verse 2 set the theme 
of Habakkuk’s entire prayer? 

b) Verses 3–15 are a litany of adulation for God’s mighty 
acts. Pick one verse that is most meaningful to you 
and explain the reason for your choice. 



Inform

1. Read Habakkuk 3:1–19. 

c) Look at verses 16–18. How does Habakkuk 
see his life? How does he respond to these 
circumstances? 

d) What is Habakkuk’s statement of faith in 
verse 19? If this is indeed true, how does this 
give insight to why we lift up prayers of 
thanksgiving? 



Connect

How can we continue to lift up prayers of praise, 
even when we face conditions similar to 
Habakkuk’s? 



Connect

Consider the following questions: 

Read Luke 18:9–14. 

a) What wrong kind of thanks does the Pharisee 
offer? How are we tempted to pray in this way 
when we begin to compare our lives to others? 

b)An old trusted outline for prayer is the A-C-T-S 
model: Adoration, Confession of sins, 
Thanksgiving, and Supplication. Habakkuk adores 
God for who He is and what He has done. For 
what do you particularly adore God? 



Connect

A Adoration

C  Confession of sins

T  Thanksgiving

S  Supplications



Connect

2. Read Romans 5:9–11. 

a.How does the Gospel create in us an attitude 
of gratitude? 

b. No matter what your current circumstances, 
you have a bounty of things for which to thank 
God. Make a list of five of these things. 



Vision

1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 tells us, “Be joyful 
always; pray continually; give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus.”



Vision

Remember to give thanks for your list of five 
blessings every day this week. Be deliberate in 
your adulation for God, always remembering 
to adore and give thanks every time you pray.  
Be careful to keep your “list of five” updated, 
as God persistently reveals to you who He is 
and how He continually acts in your life.



Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng

Rejoice, O pilgrim throng!

Rejoice, give thanks, and sing;

Your festal banner wave on high,

The cross of Christ your king.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!



Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng

With voice as full and strong

As ocean’s surging praise,

Send forth the sturdy hymns of old,

The psalms of ancient days.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!



Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng

Praise him who reigns on high,

The Lord whom we adore:

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

One God forevermore.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing!


