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Lead Us not 

Into Temptation



Focus

John walks out onto the tennis court in a 

good mood. His opponent is a man at 

least 20 years older who doesn’t look 

too formidable. He greets his opponent 

with a very warm hello (there doesn’t 

seem to be any need to put on his 

―game face‖) and begins warming up. 



Focus

―Perfect,‖ John thinks with each stroke he 

takes. ―This guy doesn’t have a lot of 

power—he needs to hail a taxi just to 

move around the court. I’ll be off the 

court and showered within the hour.‖ 



Focus

Two-and-a-half hours later, John is 

drenched with sweat, frustrated, and 

down 5–2 in the third set. His 

opponent, whose pinpoint precision 

has had John running all over the 

court, is about to serve out the final 

game. He, not John, will go home the 

victor. 



Focus

John stands to receive the serve, not 

caring about how he will return the ball. 

All he can think about now is losing as 

painlessly as possible and going home. 

a. Share a time when you underestimated 

an opponent? What happened? 



Focus

b. How do you face a task that seems 

insurmountable? Explain the reason for 

your answer. 

_____ I tend to whine and feel a bit sorry 

for myself.

_____ I often don’t know where to begin, 

and so I don’t



Focus

._____ I face my trials for a short while 

but then quickly find a graceful way 

out. 

_____ I fight to the bitter end, even when I 

know I’ll fall short. 



Prayer

O God, you tempt no one to sin, but we 

ask in this prayer that you would watch 

over us so that the devil, the world, and 

our sinful self may not deceive us and 

draw us into unbelief, despair, and other 

great and shameful sins. 



Prayer

We pray that even though we are tempted 

toward such sin, we may still win the 

final victory; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord.  Amen.



Inform

As we look at the last two petitions of the 

Lord’s Prayer, we consider how God 

provides us His protection. Jesus 

teaches us to pray, ―Lead us not into 

temptation, and deliver us from evil.‖ 

To find out for what exactly we are 

asking, read the passages.   



Inform

1. Read James 1:12–15. 

a) What is the source of our temptation? 

b) From what do need to be saved (see 

verse 15)? 



Inform

2. Read 1 Corinthians 10:12–13. 

a) When do we need to be careful 

regarding temptation? 

b) What comfort does verse 13 give us 

when we need a shelter from 

temptation? 



Inform

3. Read 1 Peter 5:8–11. 

a) From what, other than our sinful 

natures and the temptations of the 

world, do we need protection? 

b) How can we resist the devil? 

c) How will God ultimately deliver us from 

evil? 



Connect

Ephesians 6 tells us that ―our struggle is 

not against flesh and blood, but against 

. . . the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms‖ (v. 12). To aid us in 

this struggle, God provides us not only 

with the fortress of His care, but with 

daily armor to keep us safe. 



Connect

Read Ephesians 6:10–18 to see how you 

can daily connect to God’s protection.

a)Out of all the pieces of spiritual armor 

described, what piece do you tend to 

forget to put on daily? Why? 



Connect

a) Notice the emphasis of prayer ―in the 

Spirit‖ in verse 18. How aware are you 

that your prayer life is part of a greater 

spiritual battle? Which petitions 

particularly seem like a continuous 

battle?  



Vision

In the conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, 

Jesus encourages us to see that our 

prayers take place in a spiritual 

dimension. As you pray, do not be blind 

to the unseen, greater battle that is 

taking place in the world. Don’t 

underestimate the power of the enemy, 

the devil, who seeks to destroy you. 



Vision

More importantly, don’t underestimate the 

power of your Lord, who through His 

death on the cross and resurrection 

from the tomb delivered us from the evil 

consequences of our sin and the power 

of the evil one. Make it your practice to 

always pray for God’s guardianship as 

you face temptation and evil.



The Man is Ever Blest

The man is ever blest

Who shuns the sinners' ways,

Among their counsels never stands,

Nor takes the scorners' place.



The Man is Ever Blest

But makes the Law of God

His study and delight

Amid the labors of the day

And watches of the night.



The Man is Ever Blest

He like a tree shall thrive,

With waters near the root;

Fresh as the leaf his name shall live,

His works are heavenly fruit.



The Man is Ever Blest

Not so the ungodly race,

They no such blessings find;

Their hopes shall flee like empty 

chaff

Before the driving wind.



The Man is Ever Blest

He knows, and He approves,

The way the righteous go;

But sinners and their works shall 

meet

A dreadful overflow.


