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Focus

Our study in the Lord’s Prayer continues 

with the petition, “Forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.” In it Jesus calls 

us to ask for God’s grace and to share 

it with those around us. 



Focus

This petition always reminds me of song 

lyrics that talk about “sorry” being the 

hardest word to say.  From the way 

Jesus fashioned His prayer, we might 

add, “You’re forgiven seems to be 

pretty hard to say as well!”



Focus

How would you describe your 

conscience? Place an “x” on the spot 

of the continuum that best describes 

you: 

_______________________________
Live and let live                                  I feel guilty no    

matter what I do



Prayer

Our Father in heaven, we ask in this 

prayer that you would not hold our sins 

against us and because of them refuse 

to hear our prayer.  We pray that you 

would give us everything by grace, for 

we sin every day and deserve nothing 

but punishment.  



Prayer

Help us on our part heartily to forgive and 

gladly to do good to those who sin 

against us; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen.



Inform

1. Read Psalm 51:1–12.

a) If your Bible includes a subtitle to this 

psalm, read it. On what occasion did 

David write this psalm? How would you 

describe David’s attitude in this psalm? 



Inform

b) Even though David committed adultery 

with Bathsheba (and later had her 

husband killed), against whom does he 

say he’s sinned? 



Inform

c) What does David know about himself 

(verse 5)? What does he know about 

God (verse 7)? 



Inform

2. Read Psalm 103:8–14.

a. How does David describe the 

forgiveness of God? 

b. How does verse 13 give further insight 

into how we address God in the Lord’s 

Prayer? 
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Connect

Both in His Lord’s Prayer and in His 

teaching, Jesus seems to emphasize 

the full and free forgiveness that His 

death on the cross has won. No matter 

what we have done or where we have 

been, God promises to cleanse our 

souls with the red blood of Calvary. 



Connect

Jesus also connects this thought to God’s 

grace (not as a stipulation for, but rather 

as a consequence of, God’s 

forgiveness). We readily and richly 

release others from their sin as God has 

released us from our sin. 



Connect

Read the story that Jesus told to explain 

this point in Matthew 18:23–35. 



Connect

a. The servant owed the king 10,000 

talents, the equivalent of millions of 

dollars. In turn, the servant’s companion 

owed the servant 100 denarii, the 

equivalent of three months’ wages. 



Connect

What does Jesus teach as He compares 

the forgiveness you have received from 

His Father to the forgiveness you give 

to others?  



Connect

b. A several-million-dollar debt is much 

more than most of us make in a life-

time, and so it’s no wonder we find the 

servant begging before the king. 

Consider how you approach the Father 

as you pray for forgiveness. 



Connect

What is your attitude before Him? How 

does faith in Christ’s work help shape 

your attitude? 



Connect

c. How are you convicted by the actions 

of the ungrateful servant? From whom 

have you withheld your forgiveness? 



Vision

Ephesians 4:32 says, “Be kind and 

compassionate to one another, forgiving 

each other, just as in Christ God 

forgave you.” Include a petition of 

forgiveness in your daily prayers. Come 

with the humility and confidence that 

David showed in the psalms. 



Vision

Then, in view of God’s grace, determine 

to whom you need to be more gracious. 

Make a point to contact that person this 

week (whether in person, over the 

phone, or by e-mail) and share with 

them your kind pardon.



Redeemed, restored, forgiven,

Through Jesus' precious blood,

Heirs of His home in heaven,

Oh, praise our pardoning God!

Praise Him in tuneful measures

Who gave His Son to die;

Praise Him whose sevenfold treasures

Enrich and sanctify.



Once on the dreary mountain

We wandered far and wide,

Far from the cleansing fountain,

Far from the pierced side;

But Jesus sought and found us

And washed our guilt away;

With cords of love He bound us

To be His own for aye.



Dear Master, Thine the glory

Of each recovered soul.

Ah! who can tell the story

Of love that made us whole?

Not ours, not ours, the merit;

Be thine alone the praise

And ours a thankful spirit

To serve Thee all our days.


