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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

“Sowing the Seed” 

                                   July 9-10, 2011    
  

AS WE GATHER: The parable of the sower is such a 

familiar story. From Sunday School on, we’ve heard it. It’s 

easily remembered, and it seems so readily understood. 

Besides, Jesus himself provides an explanation, so how can 

anyone improve on that or go wrong? Still, a most critical 

point of the parable itself is the great difficulty with which 

the Word of the kingdom is understood. For some, 

familiarity breeds contempt. But for many, it seems to be 

dull hearing or a host of other things that stem from our 

sinful flesh, the world, or the devil, that keep us from 

understanding. “He who has ears, let him hear.” May God’s 

powerful and effective Word work within your hearts this 

day so that you have ears to hear which in turn yield ears to 

sow. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty God, we 

thank you for planting in us the seed of Your Word.  By 

Your Holy Spirit, help us to receive it with joy, live 
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according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

DIVINE SERVICE   

 

Opening Hymn  “Almighty God, Your Word is Cast” LW 

342   

  

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Ghost. 

Cong:   Amen. 

The Confession of Sins 
 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true 

heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness.  Our Help is in the name of the Lord. 

 

Cong:  Who made heaven and earth. 

 

Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 

Lord. 

Cong:   And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor 

sinners confess unto Thee that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean, and that we have sinned against Thee by thought, 

word and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine 

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Thy grace for the 

sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

 

Cong.   O most merciful God, who has given Thine only 

begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for 

His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by the 

Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and 

of Thy will and true obedience to Thy Word, to the end, 

that by grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and for 

His sake forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on 

His name He gives power to become the sons of God and 

has promised them His Holy Spirit.  He that believes and is 

baptized shall be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.   

 

Cong:   Amen. 

The Introit 

 

Gloria Patri – The Kyrie – Gloria in Excelsis 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 

be, world without end.  Amen.  Lord have mercy upon 

us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon 

us.   

 
Pastor:  Glory be to God on high: Cong:  And on earth 

peace, good will toward men.   



 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we 

glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great 

glory.   

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon 

us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our 

prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us.  For thou only art holy; Thou only 

art the Lord.  Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
The Salutation – Pastor – The Lord be with you.  Cong:  

And with Thy spirit. 
 

Collect of The Day – Cong.  Amen. 

   

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON – Isaiah 55:10–13 (The 

Word of God endures forever.) 

  

GRADULE 

  
EPISTLE – Romans 8:12–17 (As sons of God we have the 

blessing of calling  God “Abba Father”) 

 

THE ALLELUIA RESPONSE 

 

Cong:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL 

 

Cong:   Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 

Gospel Lesson – Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 (The Sower 

plants the seed) 

 

Cong:  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He 

rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 

sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 

thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY “When Seed Falls on Good Soil” 

LW 338 

THE SERMON 

The Offering & Offertory  



 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me, Cast me not away from thy presence; and take 

not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of 

thy salvation and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 

THE PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER  

The Collect and Benediction 

Pastor – The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make 

His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; The 

Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.                                      

Cong:  Amen, Amen, Amen.  

Hymn:  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LW 334 

  

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

IN OUR PRAYERS:   

Welcome to our family:  This Sunday morning we 

celebrate the baptism of Alex Jacob Ward, the son of 

Edward and Connie Ward.  Alex is the grandson of Phil 

and Judy Hubenthal.  Alex was born February 20, 2011 at 

St. John’s Mercy Hospital in Washington.  His sponsors are 

Steve and Wanda Gilbert. 

We pray that the sick, the suffering, and the dying may 

have healing, comfort and peace in Christ, especially our 

many shut-ins and friends of Ebenezer that are remembered 



 

in our prayers today, especially, Mathilde Ohse, Rev. 

Herman Otten, Ada Groppe, Marlin Deppermann, 

Greg Bopp, Zachary Herbert, Darlene McDaris, Dan 

Hoemann, Rev. Norman Dierking, Beth Pelster, Hugo 

Nething, Eric Hohlt, Marie Adams, Delores Roehrs, 

Ardell Wagner, Adeline Keune, Ruth Marks, Ray and 

Irene Bargen, Edna Deppermann, Ken Obermann, and 

all those we hold dear in our hearts. 

We ask our Heavenly Father to grant comfort to the family 

of Lois Senter.  Mrs. Senter passed away last Sunday, July 

3rd.  She had been in the hospital and nursing home since 

June 18th because of pneumonia and seizures.  Funeral 

Services were held Thursday, July 7th at Zion Lutheran 

Church, 1301 North State Street, Litchfield, Illinois 62056.  

We especially remember in our prayers Rev. John Senter, 

former Pastor here at Ebenezer, and the Senter children. 

The address for Rev. John Senter is: 416 Canary Lane                           

                                                            Metamora, IL 61548 

We continue to pray for the many people who have been 

injured and for all the people and the families whose 

family members and loved ones died and who have lost 

everything in the tornado that struck Joplin, Missouri 

and other towns and areas around our country.  We 

especially want to remember the people at our sister 

congregation, Immanuel Lutheran Church and School 

in Joplin as they endeavor to help so many in the 

devastated town.  We also want to remember the many 

people and farmers who have suffered losses due to the 



 

flooding in our northern states and in the Northwest 

part of Missouri.  We ask God to keep the people safe 

who are working to protect homes and property from 

the flood waters along the Missouri River. 

We also pray for our Missouri Synod, District, and 

Circuit Officials and the many agencies and workers of 

the Lutheran Church that minister to all the people in 

need and all our Missionaries serving around the world, 

especially the Missionaries we support here at Ebenezer 

– Robin McCoy, Mike and Cindy Rodewald and John 

Strasen. 

We pray that all nations may find peace and unity, that 

war and violence may come to an end, and justice and 

freedom may be enjoyed by all people.  We ask our 

Lord to protect all our law enforcement people, EMT’s, 

our firemen, and all our young men and women who 

are serving in the Armed Forces to protect our freedom. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To our members and guests – We are so glad you are here 

with us today!  May the Lord refresh you with peace and 

love during our worship services.  We ask that our visitors 

please sign the guest register near the Church entrance.  

Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon! 

Our Quarterly Voter’s Meeting will be held tomorrow 

evening (Monday, July 11th) at 7:30 PM.  Please make 

every effort to attend this important meeting. 

 



 

The Bible on Trial – Watch “The Bible on Trial” – July 

18th.  The Bible.  How could it possibly be accurate?  How 

can you know?  What about this book has compelled 

people to give their lives to defend its claims?  The validity 

of the Bible has been questioned for ages and still remains 

an intriguing subject!  The Bible on Trial, a television 

program from Lutheran Hour Ministries takes a unique 

look at the subject and presents facts about the most widely 

printed book in history.  Watch “The Bible on Trial” on 

Monday, July 18th at 9:00 PM Eastern time through the 

National Religious Broadcasters Network (Channel 378 on 

DirecTV), Channel 126 on Sky Angel, as well as online at 

www.nrbnetworktv.  Visit www.TheBibleTrial.com for 

more information and broadcast times. 

Vacation Bible School 

VBS Needs – One of our craft projects this year will be 

making T-shirts with the children and helpers for use in 

our closing program.  Each family is asked to bring a 

pre-washed T-shirt (with no fabric softener) to Bible 

School.  This may be a problem for some families so we 

are asking for T-shirt donations or cash donations for 

us to purchase T-shifts.  We need white children’s sized 

shirts from small to large and some adult sizes from 

small to large.  Another craft need is any plain coffee 

mug with no writing, or coffee mugs with flowers and 

no writing.  These items can be dropped off to Church 

or passed on to Karen Sprick or Margaret Zastrow. 

VBS Mission Projects – This year for Bible School we 

will be focusing on three missions.  We will be helping 
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our friend Otis Woodard with his Lutheran Outreach 

in St. Louis, with school supplies (new or used), meals in 

a can, hygiene supplies, cereals, and juice box drinks.  

One day of Bible School, Dorothy Schaser from Kids 

Against Hunger will be here to help us package meals to 

people in need of a balanced meal anywhere in the 

world.  Our third project will be donations collected 

during the week for victims of the current natural 

disasters. 

VBS Snacks – Each day the children will enjoy a cookie 

or fresh fruit snack and a cup of Koolaid or juice.  Any 

donations for snack time would be greatly appreciated.  

These items can be dropped off in the Church kitchen 

or to Pastor or Margaret. 

Vacation Bible School (Our Big Jungle Adventure) will 

be held July 25 – July 29!  

Gift Idea – If you are looking for a wonderful gift idea for 

children, here’s something to keep in mind!  Concordia 

Publishing House has just issued a new book for children.  

The Story Bible is a treasure to help parents, grandparents, 

teachers and pastors lead children to understand the Sacred 

Scriptures.  It is designed for children ages 3 through 10.  

The Bibles are currently on sale for $20.00 each.  We have 

12 of the Bibles on hand and available for purchase.  There 

is a sample copy on the table near the entrance to Church, 

for your review.  If you would like to purchase a Bible, 

please contact Pastor or Margaret. 

There are copies of the latest newsletters from Robin 



 

McCoy and the Rodewald family on the table near the 

entrance. 

There are more VBS registration forms also on the table 

near the Church entrance. 

Those Serving Today                                                                         

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols                                  

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel                                          

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade                                      

Head Usher Sunday – Marvin Kassebaum                            

Altar Guild – Mildred Althage and Janice Meyer           

Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Cody Adams, Paul Kassebaum 

and Brian Nelson                                                                                

Bell Ringer – Corey Adams                                                       

Our measure of love in giving last week: Weekly envelopes 

$1,373.00; Plate $132.25; Sunday School $35.72; VBS $5.00; 

Cemetery Maintenance $50.00; Paper recycle $41.40  Total 

$1,637.37.  Memorials for Cornelia Bunge $120.00.  Attendance 

Saturday 22; Sunday 61.  Sunday School attendance 3 

Children; 17 Adults. 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Monday – Quarterly Voter’s Meeting 7:30 PM         

Wednesday – “Basic Christianity” Bible Study 7:00 PM 

Saturday – Worship with Holy Communion 5:00 PM 

Mark your calendars – Thrivent Educational Event – 

“Identity Theft: What You Need to Know”, will be held 

July 31st.  There will be a potluck lunch also.  More 

information is forthcoming!  

 


