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Prayer

Will God Answer Me?



Focus

Our lives today depend on instant access. To 
gain information, we can quickly log on to any 
given Web site at any given time of the day or 
night and find the answers to most of our 
questions. We can correspond with others via 
e-mail and get a reply within minutes. 



Focus

On those occasions when we are forced to use 
the telephone to speak with a customer 
service representative (during normal 
business hours, of course) or, even worse, to 
communicate through mail service, the 
response time can seem excruciatingly long. 
At times we might wonder if we will ever 
receive an answer at all. 



Focus

How dependent are you on immediate 
responses? 



Focus

What best describes your tolerance in waiting 
for answers.

A.I have the patience of a saint.

B.I tend to wait for the phone to ring. 

C.The longer I need to wait, the more likely I will 
lose interest.

D.I have the impatience of a child waiting to 
open presents on Christmas. 



Prayer

O Lord, give us an abiding trust in Your good will 
that no impatience or suffering of mind or 
body may weaken our faith in You.  Teach us 
to say, “Thy will be done,” and to accept Your 
holy and gracious will in all things.  Out of the 
shadows of our doubts and fears, bring the 
light of Your great mercy toward us, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.



Inform

Read Psalm 91:1–2, 14–15. 

a.God’s presence is described as a shelter, 
shadow, refuge, and fortress. Which image do 
you relate to the most? Why? 

b.In verse 15, what four things does God 
promise to those who love Him? 



Inform

1. God promises to answer us, 

2. To be present with us in times of trouble, 

3. To deliver us out of our trouble,   

4. To bestow honor on us as His children. 



Inform

2. Read Matthew 7:9–12. 

a. What comparison does Jesus make? 

b. At first, verse 12 seems out of context with 
the prior verses on prayer. 

c. As you consider how God answers our 
requests, however, what does Jesus seem to 
teach us regarding those who make requests 
of us? 



Inform

Read 2 Corinthians 12:8–9. 

a.We don’t know exactly what Paul’s request of 
God was, but we do know what God’s answer 
was. What was it? 

b.What reason did God give for not granting 
Paul’s request? 



Connect

If you think about it, prayer is similar to e-mail in 
that our requests are received instantaneously 
by God. Our requests don’t get misrouted, 
misfiled, or lost in a stack of “to-do” lists on 
God’s desk. Quite the contrary, God says, 
“While they are still speaking, I will hear” 
(Isaiah 65:24). This, of course, brings us great 
comfort. 



Connect

What can be frustrating, however, is that God 
doesn’t always answer us as quickly. 
Furthermore, God does not treat us as a 
consumer, giving us whatever we want, but 
rather as a dependent child, giving us what He 
deems best. 



Connect

Abraham and Sarah could definitely identify 
with our frustration in waiting on God to 
answer. They had prayed for a child all their 
lives. Finally, when Abraham was 75, God 
promised him an heir but didn’t make good on 
that promise until Abraham was 100. Yet there 
was wisdom in God’s method. Read Hebrews 
11:11–12 and 17–19 to find out what God 
produced in Abraham. 



Connect

a. For what request have you waited a long 
time for God to answer? How does 
comparing your circumstances to Abraham’s 
story give you fresh insight into your 
situation?

b. Describe a time when you, like St. Paul, 
received a “No” answer from God. How did it 
enable you to become more reliant on God’s 
grace? 



Vision

St. Peter tells us that “the eyes of the Lord are 
on the righteous and His ears are attentive to 
their prayer” (1 Peter 3:12). As you grow in 
faith to trust that God will indeed reply to all 
your prayers, begin also to grow more 
attentive to God’s actual answers! Start to 
write down your prayers in a notebook, on 
your computer, or in a prayer journal available 
from a Christian bookstore.  



Vision

As God answers your prayers, note those as well. 
Over time, you will see God’s constant action 
in your life and be reminded, no matter how 
He answers you, to thank Him for it.



“Approach, My Soul, the Mercy 
Seat" 

1. Approach, my soul, the mercy-seat

Where Jesus answers prayer;

There humbly fall before His feet,

For none can perish there.



“Approach, My Soul, the Mercy 
Seat" 

2. Thy promise is my only plea,

With this I venture nigh;

Thou callest burdened souls to Thee,

And such, O Lord, am I.



“Approach, My Soul, the Mercy 
Seat" 

3. Bowed down beneath a load of sin,

By Satan sorely pressed,

By wars without and fears within,

I come to Thee for rest.



“Approach, My Soul, the Mercy 
Seat" 

4. Be Thou my Shield and Hiding-place,

That, sheltered near Thy side,

I may my fierce Accuser face

And tell him Thou hast died.



“Approach, My Soul, the Mercy 
Seat" 

5. O wondrous Love, to bleed and die,

To bear the cross and shame,

That guilty sinners such as I

Might plead Thy gracious name!


