
 

Sermon for Trinity Sunday 

 

 

 

  

 

Mysterious yet personal 

The mysteries of mysteries, people have been trying to solve 
them from the days of the pioneers traveling to discover the 
unknown territories, space explorers going to moon and 
sending satellites way beyond our universe, to medicine 
trying to find cures for cancer, dementia, MS, and other 
mysterious illnesses.  Some mysteries we solve and others 
we are still working at trying to make a breakthrough.   

But there are some mysteries that will always be a mystery. 
Today, Trinity Sunday, we come against one of those 
mysteries - God.  

Who is God? Where is God? What is God? 

I can’t touch him. 

 

Text: Psalm 8:1,3,4 (NIV) 
 
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is 
your name in all the earth! You 
have set your glory above the 
heavens. 
When I consider your heavens, 
the work of your fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which you 
have set in place, 
what is man that you are mindful 
of him, the son of man that you 
care for him? 



 

I can’t say how big he is. 

I can’t see him. 

I can’t knock on his door and have coffee with him. 

Sometimes I think I can feel the presence of God but I’m 
never too sure if I am only feeling my own emotions. 

When I try to describe what God is like I end up using human 
pictures, giving him human qualities so that he makes sense 
to my small human mind. 

When I try to fathom the ways of God often I end up more 
confused. If only I could understand God’s mind I might be 
able to understand why so many people, young and old, 
have been killed in Joplin and around our country by the 
forces of nature. 

We don’t often talk about the mystery and awesomeness of 
God these days. We have tried to be a bit more logical about 
God and refer to him as a buddy, a friend, a wonder worker. 

We may even think about God as a bigger and more 
powerful version of us. 

Some view God as a nameless being playing with us in the 
same way as a cat plays with a mouse. 

What has happened is that people have fashioned God after 
their own likeness. 

We have to face reality that we can’t even begin to imagine 
what God is like. 

Children have some very good and well thought out 



 

questions about God and I wish I could answer all those 
questions. Often the only answer that I can give is, "I don’t 
know". This is not an attempt to avoid answering or find out 
the answer, it is a simple acknowledgement that there are so 
many things about God that the Bible doesn’t tell us. The 
fact is God is great, the only God who is three persons in 
one God, who refuses to be categorized, who is far bigger 
and greater than we could ever imagine, who existed before 
this world was made, who doesn’t need us for him to exist, 
and is surrounded with mystery. 

The early Christians started talking about a Triune God. This 
wasn’t to make God more logical and understandable and 
acceptable to human ways of thinking. In fact, the idea of the 
Trinity intensified the mystery and awesomeness of God. 
They observed that Jesus had a unique relationship with the 
Father and that the Holy Spirit had a unique relationship with 
the Father and the Son. Against all sorts of odds, against all 
human logic, and in the face of mounting opposition, the 
Church maintained that Jesus Christ is true God, equal with 
the Father, and that the Holy Spirit is God, equal with the 
Father and the Son. 

The psalmist can see that God is truly majestic when he 
says, "O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 
earth! You have set your glory above the heavens" (Ps 8:1). 
He looked at the stars and the moon, and these days we 
could go further and add the galaxies and planets of the 
universe, and he could only conclude that these must be the 
work of a great God. 

Maybe you have done the same. There are those "Ahhhh" 
moments when you are spell bound by the magnificent 
colors of a sunset, amazed at the intricate structure of a 
beautiful flower, awe struck by magnificence of the 



 

mountains and have said, "That’s the work of God". 

But seeing God in nature and the universe can only be seen 
with the eyes of faith. Those who already know God can see 
that the wonders of nature are signs of God’s greatness. The 
psalmist talks about the greatness of God as a matter of faith 
calling God ‘our Lord’, "O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is 
your name in all the earth!" 

The prophet Isaiah talks about the mystery of God when he 
says, 

"Who knows the mind of God? 

To whom can the holy God be compared?.... 

No-one understands his thoughts" (Isaiah 40:25a, 28). 

In the not too distant past, people only saw God as mighty, 
majestic, fearful, distant and just. 

But we know there is more to God than this rather limited 
view of his greatness and awesomeness. He has revealed 
himself as a God who cares, a personal God who wants to 
have a relationship with his people. And so, we hear of the 
writer in Deuteronomy say with a great deal of surprise, 

"Search the past, the time before you were born, all the 
way back to the time when God created human beings 
on the earth. Search the entire earth. Has anything as 
great as this ever happened before? Has anyone ever 
heard of anything like this? … Has any god ever dared 
to go and take a people from another nation and make 
them his own, as the Lord your God did for you in 
Egypt? … He is a merciful God. He will not abandon you 
or destroy you, and he will not forget the covenant that 



 

he himself made with your ancestors" (Deut 4:32,34,31). 
From the very first pages of the Bible we hear of a God who 
is powerful and great – he creates the earth with just a word 
– "Let there be" and it happened. We also hear about a 
God who wants to be close to his people. The story of the 
Bible is one long account of how much God wants to draw 
people close to him and how often people rejected his love. 

The psalmist marvels at the whole idea that this awesome 
and majestic God should care for someone so insignificant, 
so mortal as the human race. In fact, he loves the people 
whom he made so much that he even sent his own Son into 
the world to save them from the wickedness that had taken 
over the world. We see the great love that God has for us 
when we look at the cross and see Jesus dying in our place. 
He wants us all to come close to him, something that is only 
possible, because our sin has been dealt with. God sent 
Jesus to restore our friendship with him through his dying 
and rising. Theoretically it is impossible for God to do this 
kind of thing – suffer and die at the hands of the people he 
created. But he did. For us. Why he would do this for mere 
sinful mortals like us - that’s part of the mystery that 
surrounds God. 

Last week we celebrated Pentecost – the pouring of the Holy 
Spirit on his disciples and the church. Jesus said that he and 
the Father would send the Spirit to remind us of the truth of 
God's promises, to guide us, to encourage us and sustain us 
when the going gets tough. There is nothing more personal 
than the Spirit of God. 

He knows us better than we know ourselves. 

He knows when we need reassuring. 



 

He knows when we are afraid and timid and need the 
encouragement that comes from God's Word. 

He knows when we are guilty and depressed and need 
comforting. 

He lives in us even though we allow our sinful nature to take 
control of our lives so often. Theoretically this is impossible 
for a holy God to do. Again we are confronted with the 
mystery of God. 

Describing God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit raises more 
questions rather than give answers. But it does tell us about 
some important things about God – things that are life 
changing. 

Who is God? He is our heavenly Father who made us, takes 
cares of us and calls us his dear children. 

Who is God? He is Jesus Christ who gave his life on the 
cross to re-establish our relationship with God. He reveals 
the way to God and to eternal life. 

Who is God? God is the Spirit in you giving you faith in God 
and guiding you in your daily walk as a Christian. 

Faith in the Triune God acknowledges the might and majesty 
of God but at the same trusts in his care and intimate 
knowledge of our needs and what is happening in our lives. 

The psalmist put it this way 

O Lord, our Lord, your greatness is seen in the entire world! 

When I look at the sky, which you have made, at the moon 
and the stars, which you set in their places— what are 



 

human beings, that you think of them; mere mortals, that you 
care for them? 

The writer is expressing something of the mystery of God. I 
understand as much as my limited understanding can take in 
and I am happy to accept that there is so much that I cannot 
even begin to understand about God. 

But what is important is that in the up and down struggles of 
daily life we have a God who saves, a God who loves, a God 
who has gone to extreme lengths to ensure that we have a 
living relationship with him. Our God might be majestic and 
mighty but his love and care for each of us is beyond doubt. 


