


THE TEN VIRGINS



Matthew 25:1–13



Focus

A wedding has been planned, and all is ready. 
When the time comes, the bridegroom 
dresses in his wedding clothes and goes to the 
house of his bride. On the way, he is met by 
her attendants, who wear beautiful clothes 
and hold torches or lamps to light the way. 
The groom meets his bride, and together they 
go to the wedding feast. This is what a formal 
wedding looked like in the ancient world. 



Focus

a. What are some common wedding traditions 
in our culture? 



Focus

b.  Which customs do we consider essential? 
Why? 



PRAYER

Lord God, heavenly father, You promise that 
nothing shall separate us from Your love, 
which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  Grant that 
we may ever be prepared for Your final 
summons when we will depart and be the our 
Bridegroom, Jesus Christ, in blessedness and 
glory, through Christ our Lord.  Amen.



Inform

Read Matthew 25:1–5. 

a.Who went out to see the bridegroom? 

b.The bridegroom didn’t come out until 
midnight. 

c. Did anyone expect him to come so late? 

d.What happened while they waited for him? 



Inform

Read Matthew 25:6–9. 

c. What did the virgins do when the bridegroom 
was finally  about to arrive? 

d.What did the foolish virgins discover? 

e.How did the foolish virgins react to their 
problem? 

f. What did they have to do? 



Inform

Read Matthew 25:10–13. 

g. What did the foolish virgins find when they 
returned from buying oil?

h. Why do you think the bridegroom “didn’t 
know them”?   



Inform

i.  Jesus ends the parable by saying, “Keep 
watch, because you do not know the day or 
the hour.” What is He trying to teach us with 
these words? 



Connect

a.  Jesus is like the bridegroom and we are like 
the virgins. We know that He is coming, but 
we don’t know exactly when He will come. 
Why is He taking so long? See also 2 Peter 
3:9. 



Connect

b. When the bridegroom returned, the foolish 
virgins tried to get oil from the wise virgins. 
But they were not able to get any oil from 
them. What does this teach us about being 
ready for Christ’s return? 



Connect

c.  The foolish virgins were unprepared and 
missed their chance to enter the wedding 
banquet. Will there be any second chances 
for those who are not prepared for Christ’s 
return? 



Vision

It’s not just a story. Christ is the bridegroom who 
is coming, and heaven is the marriage feast. 
We do not want to be left out at His return. He 
may be taking longer than we expect, but He 
is coming, and He tells us to keep watch for 
that day.



Vision

a. How can we be prepared for His coming? 



Vision

b. Like the virgins in this story, we may think that 
Jesus is taking a long time. How can we 
remain faithful and be prepared for His 
coming?



Vision

c.  The foolish virgins were unprepared and 
missed their chance to enter the wedding 
banquet. Will there be any second chances for 
those who are not prepared for Christ’s 
return? 





Wake, Awake
"Wake, awake, for night is flying."

The watchmen on the heights are crying;
"Awake, Jerusalem, arise!"
Midnight hears the welcome voices
And at the thrilling cry rejoices: 
"Where are the virgins, pure and wise?
The bridegroom comes, awake! 
Your lamps with gladness take! 
Alleluia! With bridal care
And faith’s bold prayer,
To meet the bridegroom, come, prepare!"



Wake, Awake
Zion hears the watchmen singing,

And in her heart new joy is springing.
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.
For her Lord comes down all glorious,
The strong in grace, in truth victorious.
Her star’s arising light has come!
"Now come, O blessed one,
Lord Jesus, God’s own Son.
Hail! Hosanna! We answer all
In joy your call,
We follow to the wedding hall."



Wake, Awake
Now let all the heavens adore you,

Let saints and angels sing before you
With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone.
Of one pearl each shining portal,
Where, joining with the choir immortal,
We gather round your radiant throne.
No eye has seen that light,
No ear the echoed might Of your glory;
Yet there shall we
In your victory
Sing shouts of praise eternally!


