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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

I Am the Way, Truth and Life 

 May 21 & 22, 2011   

 

AS WE GATHER: The risen Lord Jesus alone is “the way, the 

truth, and the life,” and we “come to the Father” only through 

Him (John 14:6). This is the great Easter message we receive in 

the Holy Gospel reading.  We try many other ways but Christ is 

the only Way, the One and Only Way.  In the reading from Acts 

this was the dying faith of Saint Stephen the first martyr 

recorded in Scripture.  He laid his life down for Jesus for he 

knew that Jesus was the only way to the Father.  May God give 

you comfort this day as we receive Christ’s blessings in His 

Holy Word.  This is the only Way! 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty God, your Son 

Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.  Give us grace to 

love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, 

and to share his risen life with all the world, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
Based on Page 5, the Lutheran Hymnal 

 

 Opening Hymn  “What a Friend We have in Jesus” LW 516 

 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Ghost. 

Cong:   Amen. 

The Confession of Sins 
 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  Our 

Help is in the name of the Lord. 

 

Cong:  Who made heaven and earth. 

 

Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

Cong:   And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Pastor:  Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor 

sinners confess unto Thee that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean, and that we have sinned against Thee by thought, word 

and deed.  Wherefore we flee for refuge to Thine infinite mercy, 

seeking and imploring Thy grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Cong.   O most merciful God, who has given Thine only 

begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His 

sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by the Holy 

Spirit increase in us true knowledge of Thee and of Thy will 



 

 

and true obedience to Thy Word, to the end, that by grace 

we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

Pastor:  Almighty God our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us and has given His only son to die for us and for His 

sake forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe on His name 

He gives power to become the sons of God and has promised 

them His Holy Spirit.  He that believes and is baptized shall be 

saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all.   

 

Cong:   Amen. 

The Introit 
 

Gloria Patri – The Kyrie – Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end.  Amen.  Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have 

mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon us.   

 
Pastor:  Glory be to God on high: Cong:  And on earth peace, 

good will toward men.   

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify 

Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.   

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

That takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our 

prayer. 



 

  

Thou that sittest at the right hand of Father, have mercy 

upon us.  For thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.  

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

Art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 
The Salutation – Pastor – The Lord be with you.  Cong:  And 

with Thy spirit. 
 

Collect of The Day – Cong.  Amen. 

   

THE FIRST LESSON – Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a 

  
EPISTLE – I Peter 2:2-10 

 

THE ALLELUIA RESPONSE 

 

Cong:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL 

 

Cong:   Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Lesson – John 14:1-14 

 

Cong:  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth. 



 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose again 

from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 

shall come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Hymn of the Day “Come Follow Me” LW 379 

The Sermon “I AM” John 14:1-6  

The Offering & Offertory  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me, Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of thy 

salvation and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 

THE PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER  

The Collect and Benediction 

Pastor – The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His 

face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; The Lord lift 

up his countenance upon you and give you peace.                                      

Cong:  Amen, Amen, Amen.  

Hymn:  “How Great Thou Art” LW 519 



 

  

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Today in our prayers, we remember our 

many shut-ins and friends of Ebenezer, especially Zachary 

Herbert, who is still receiving chemo treatments; Wilbert 

Helling, who has had open heart surgery to replace a valve this 

past week and is doing well; Esther and Peggy Voelker who 

are recovering from a severe case of the flu.  Mathilde Ohse, 

who has had surgery this past Thursday; Dan Hoemann, who 

continues to recover from surgery due to his war injury; Marlin 

Deppermann, Rev. Norman Dierking, who has severe heart 

problems; Beth Pelster, Hugo Nething, Eric Hohlt, Marie 

Adams, Delores Roehrs, Ardell Wagner, John Frye, Ray and 

Irene Bargen, Edna Deppermann, Ken Obermann, Ed 

Gardner, Darlene McDaris, Ruth Marks, Adeline Keune, 

Cornelia Bunge, and all those we hold dear in our hearts. 

We here at Ebenezer are observing Ministry to the Armed 

Forces Sunday today.  The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

has 71 active duty military chaplains.  Another 88 Chaplains 

serve Reserve and National Guard units.  Currently, 17 

Chaplains are in Iraq or Afghanistan.  We also have 25 Veterans 

Administration Chaplains, 26 Civil Air Patrol Chaplains, and 

four Chaplains for Federal Bureau of Prison ministry.  There are 

also 17 Reserve/Guard Chaplains mobilized and serving in the 

United States.  We give thanks for those serving in these 

capacities.  We ask our Lord for protection for all our men 

and women serving in the Armed Forces around the world. 

We offer a prayer of thanksgiving that no one was injured in a 

fire that destroyed the home of our members Rodney and 

Laurie Wettling near Gerald, Mo. 



 

 

We rejoice with Jacob and Shannon Sprick over the birth of 

their son, Caysen Everett Sprick, born this last Thursday 

morning at St. John’s Mercy Hospital in Washington.  Caysen is 

the grandson of Mike and Denise Sprick of Poplar Bluff and the 

great grandson of Marvin and Mary Sprick. 

We also pray for our Missouri Synod, District and Circuit 

Officials and the many agencies and workers of the 

Lutheran Church that minister to all the people in need and 

all our Missionaries serving around the world, especially 

John Strasen, Mike and Cindy Rodewald and Robin McCoy.   

We ask the Lord to grant a spirit of peace, cooperation, unity 

and freedom to the leaders of all nations.  We ask the Lord to 

protect all law enforcement people, EMT’s, and firemen who 

protect us. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

To our members and guests – We are so glad you are here with 

us today!  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship services.  We ask that our visitors please sign the 

guest register near the Church entrance with your name, 

address and Church affiliation.  We sincerely hope you will join 

us in worship here at Ebenezer again soon! 

 

Please plan to join us at our Ascension Service on June 2nd at 

7:00 PM.  Weather permitting, the service will be held at our 

lake pavilion beginning with a potluck supper at 6:00 PM.  

Strawberries and ice cream will also be served! 

 

 



 

  

Congratulations to our Graduates:   
 We congratulate our College and High School graduates all 

our members who have graduated from various schools: 

 

Travis Gardner – Washington High School 

Clayton Rohlfing – Owensville High School 

Jessica Nicks – University of Missouri – Columbia 

Mary Zastrow – Valporaiso University 

 

May God bless them as they go forward in faith through our 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Ebenezer Mission Society – Thank you to all who came to help 

us make 32 rice warming bags for St. John’s Hospital Maternity 

Ward. 

 

The clean-up from all the loss of property, not only in our 

state, but in the south from the recent tornados that have 

upset the lives of many families.  Over 300 people have lost 

their lives to recent storms and millions of dollars worth of 

property have been destroyed.  You can mail a much needed 

donation to LCMS World Relief and Human Care, P. O. 

Box 66861, St. Louis, MO.  63166-6861.  Please note 

“Tornado Disaster Relief” in the memo line on your check.  

Your gifts provide LCMS World Relief and Human Care with 

the capacity to supply food, drink and shelter. 

 

“Thank you” – to all who have donated or collected items for 

the silent auction at our picnic.  Keep the donations coming!  

Please have the items at Church on or before June 5th so the 

paper work can be completed.   If you have an item like a plant 



 

 

or food, you can bring them the day of the picnic, but please 

sign one of the little slips found in the basement, quilting room 

or the back of the Church, or e-mail me with the item, its value, 

and the name of the donor, so I can get the items in the computer 

and on the list to be passed out with the bid numbers that day. 

Thank you for your cooperation and your donations! 

Karen Sprick 

 

June 12 – PICNIC – WHAT WE NEED! 

The date of our annual picnic is fast approaching – Please 

take note of what is still needed to make this event a success! 

1- Silent Auction Donations 

Pick up letters at the back of the Church to give to 

businesses or individuals so they know what they are 

donating to.  Donated items may be left on the table in 

the old basement or in the Ladies Aid Room with your 

name, description of the item and value.  If donations 

will be plants or food the day of the picnic, please fill out 

the information slips (available in either area) so the 

paperwork can be done in advance. 

2- Sell Donation Tickets for: 
1st Prize – ½ Beef     2nd Prize – ½ Beef 

3rd Prize – ½ Hog      4th Prize – ½ Hog 

Processing is included for all prizes. 

Tickets are in the Church office in packets of 60.  

Sign them out on the sheet that is in the box or see 

Bob Saak (Saturday evening service), Susan 

Hoemann, Bill Pohlmann or Mary Sprick (Sunday 

service) 

Thanks for all your help and support, 

The Picnic Committee 



 

  

 

The Ladies Aid will have a Country Store at the Annual 

Church Picnic again this year.  If you would like to bring 

baked goods, crafts, plants, etc. it would be much appreciated.  

They will also have a “White Elephant” table.  So if you have 

done some spring cleaning, please consider donating items to 

this “White Elephant” area.  Thank you! 

 

Please feel free to pick up a copy of the latest newsletters 

from the missionaries we support here at Ebenezer.  The 

letters are on the table near the Church entrance. 

 

We plan to write the June newsletter this week.  

Articles/items are due to Mary Sprick by this coming 

Tuesday, May 24th.  If you are the head of one of our 

organizations here at Church, please consider helping out by 

providing news, etc. for our newsletters.  Thank you!!! 

 

Mission Opportunity – This year we will again sponsor Otis 

Woodard at our Vacation Bible School, the last week in July.  

When your children or grandchildren are cleaning out their 

desks and lockers at the end of school, consider having them 

save any old school supplies that they will not be using again the 

following school year.  This includes crayons, markers, pencils, 

pens, rulers, scissors, paper, notebooks, binders, etc.  We will 

collect the items at Bible School or the items can be brought 

anytime to the Church basement.  Thanks for your help and 

support! 

 

Future date to think about – Pastor Mark Goucher from 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church and Pastor Zastrow are planning a 



 

 

bus trip to Perry County, Missouri on September 10th.  Perry 

County has so much history about the first Lutherans in the 

United States.  More information will be coming a little later. 

 

Those Serving Today 
 

Organist Saturday- Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday – Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Lee Kassebaum 

Altar Guild – Pat Anderson 

Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Alyssa Bopp, Brian Nelson 

and Paul Kassebaum 

Bell Ringer – Jeff Hohlt 

Our measure of love in giving last week: Weekly envelopes 

$1,238.00; Plate $66.00; Sunday School $26.75  Total 

$1,330.75. 

Attendance Saturday worship 15; Sunday worship 69.  

Sunday School attendance – Children 11; Adults 17. 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Tuesday – Education/Sunday School Teachers meet 7:00 PM 

Thursday – Evangelism Committee 7:00 PM 

Saturday – Worship 5:00 PM 


