
 Session 10 

  

THE GOOD SAMARITAN 

(Luke 10:25–37) 

  

Focus 

As Christians, we know that we are supposed to love our neighbor. But 

this is easier said than done. Some people seem so difficult to love. Are 

there any exceptions? Who is our neighbor? Do we really have to love 

everybody? How is that possible? What about strangers—how are we to 

treat them? These are the questions raised in this familiar parable.  

  

a.  What kind of people does our society find most difficult to 

love?  

b. Who is easiest to love?  

c. What makes the difference between these two     groups?  

  

Inform 

 Read Luke 10:25–27.  

a.  What question did the man ask Jesus? What was wrong with his 

question?  

b.  How did Jesus answer his question? What do you think of His 

answer?  

c.  Can anyone really do what the Law insists on?  

  

Read Luke 10:28–37.  

  

Notice that Luke shows us that this man was not righteous; he was self-

righteous! He ―wanted to justify himself‖ (verse 29).  

d. Priests and Levites were religious leaders who worked in the 

temple. How did they respond when they saw the injured man?  

  

Why do you think they acted this way?  

  



e.  Samaritans were outcasts. The man Jesus was talking to 

probably hated Samaritans. How did this Samaritan outdo the priest and 

the Levite?  

  

f.  Undoubtedly, both the priest and the Levite thought they loved 

their neighbor. What made the Samaritan different?  

  

g.  What do you think is the main theme of the story?  

  

Connect 

 a.  The man questioning Jesus knew that he was to love his neighbor, 

but he tried to impose limits. He didn’t want to include all people as his 

neighbors. Do we ever try to limit our service and God’s love?  

  

b.  The hero of this story was a Samaritan. It is ironic that a person 

who was rejected and hated by many people should be the only person in 

the story who behaved appropriately. Who are the Samaritans in our 

community? How do we respond to them? 

  

c.  Jesus tells us to love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and 

mind, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. He tells us to love people 

absolutely. Are we able to accomplish these things? Who is?  

  

Vision 

This parable boldly proclaims two truths to us: we are to love God, and 

we are to love our fellow human beings. We cannot limit our love to any 

one group. We are to share His love with all people.  

  

a.  Does our church ever seem to limit God’s love? How can we be 

more open to people who are different from us?  

  

b.  Who is the neighbor God wants us to reach today?  


