






THE PHARISEE AND THE 
TAX COLLECTOR 

(Luke 18:9–14) 



Focus  

“I’d go to church, but the roof would fall in on 
me.” “I couldn’t go there. All the people would 
look down on me and judge me.” “Why should 
I go to church? Everyone there is a hypocrite 
anyway!” Have you ever heard statements like 
these? They are among the reasons that 
people give for not going to church. Even if 
they are incorrect, they still represent a 
perception that many people have. 



Focus  

a.  Why do people feel like they will be judged if 
they come to church? 



Focus  

b.  How can we make it easier for them to 
come? 



Prayer  

O God, You resist the proud and give grace to 
the humble.  Grant us true humility after the 
likeness of Your only Son that we may never 
be arrogant and prideful and thus provoke 
your wrath, but in all lowliness be made 
partakers of the gifts of Your grace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.



Inform

Read Luke 18:9–12. 

a. What was the content of the Pharisee’s 
prayer? 



Inform

b. Was he really different from the people he 
mentioned? Do you think he was ignoring any 
sins? 



Inform

c. About what was he really praying?



Inform

Read Luke 18:13–14. 

d. How was the tax collector’s prayer different    
from the Pharisee’s? 



Inform

e. Which prayer was pleasing to God? How do 
we know this? 



Inform

f. How were the positions of the Pharisee and 
the tax collector reversed in the end? 



Connect

a.  Luke 18:9 says that this parable was spoken 
to people who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on others. 
Does this ever describe us? 



Connect

b. Read Isaiah 64:6. Why can’t we boast of our 
own righteousness? 

“All of us have become like one who is unclean,

and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags;

we all shrivel up like a leaf,

and like the wind our sins sweep us away.” 



Connect

c. What does God desire our attitude toward 
other people and their sins to be like? 

d. What is our attitude before God? 



Vision

Sadly, many people still have the attitude of the 
Pharisee. They quickly condemn other people 
and act as if they are righteous and holy by 
their own actions. This is false, and it is wrong. 
God calls us to a humble faith like that of the 
tax collector—a faith that trusts in and 
receives God’s mercy. 



Vision

What can we do to have a more welcoming 
church? 



Lord Jesus Think on Me

Lord Jesus, think on me
And purge away my sin;
From selfish passions set me free
And make me pure within.



Lord Jesus Think on Me

Lord Jesus, think on me,
By anxious thoughts oppressed;
Let me your loving servant be 
And taste your promised rest.



Lord Jesus Think on Me

Lord Jesus, think on me,
Nor let me go astray;
Through darkness and perplexity 
Point our your chosen way.



Lord Jesus Think on Me

Lord Jesus, think on me
That, when the flood is past,
I may the eternal brightness see
And share your joy at last.


