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GOOD FRIDAY  

It’s All about Death 

April 22, 2011 

 

AS WE GATHER:  The observance of Good Friday presents 

the centrality of the cross of Jesus in the lives of Christians and 

in the life of the Church.  In this service the cross surrounds us.  

We sing of it in hymns; we speak of it in prayers.  And, from the 

cross itself, we hear again the seven last words of our dying 

Lord and find in them forgiveness, life, and salvation.  Good 

Friday is more an observance than a celebration, a central and 

necessary stopping point on our way to the empty tomb and the 

joy of the resurrection. 

  

+PREPARATION + 
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 OPENING VERSICLES 

 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Ghost. 

Cong:   Amen. 

 

Pastor: We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the 

propitiation for our sins. 

People: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for 

the sins of the people. 

Pastor: Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and 

whose sin is put away. 

People: Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our 

sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by 

Him, and afflicted. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

All    [LW 208] 

 

Lamb of God, pure and sinless, 

Once on the cross an off'ring, 

Patient, meek, though guiltless, 

Forsaken in Your suff'ring! 

You died our guilt to banish 

That none in sin need perish! 

Have mercy on us, O Jesus! Amen. 

 



 

 

Pastor: The death of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross was on 

your behalf.  In His stead and by His command I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN "When I Survey the Wond'rous Cross" LW  115  

  

PRAYER 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who willed that Your Son should 

bear for us the pains of the cross and so remove from us the 

power of the adversary, help us so to remember and give thanks 

for our Lord's Passion that we may receive remission of sin and 

redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

  

+ WORD + 

  

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 52:13–53:12 (Surely He has born 

our griefs) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 22 page 319 (sung by half verse) 

 



 

 

EPISTLE Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 (Jesus, the Great High 

Priest, is the source of salvation for all.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

  

OFFERTORY HYMN "In the Cross of Christ I Glory" LW 101  

  

BIDDING PRAYER   

  

LORD'S PRAYER 

 

HYMN "Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow" HS98 823  

   

TENEBRAE SEQUENCE 

  

Seven Words, Seven Tears 
  

Meditation on the First Word 

 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 

Luke 23:34 

 

Pastor: Amid a great noise of weeping, jeers, and rattling armor, 

the Lord Jesus Christ humbly and quietly, but with great dignity, 

stumbles toward the cross. We hear nothing in Scripture about 

him crying out as we do indeed hear the nails being driven into 



 

 

his hands and feet and the cross hoisted up and dropped into its 

hole. Lifted above the crowd, he peers through swollen and 

bloodied eyelids and with bruised ears listens to the carnival like 

scene below: the scoffing and insults of the crowd, soldiers 

haggling over his clothes, thieves cursing, perhaps even dogs 

barking and donkeys braying. He has shown nothing but God’s 

love to these people who treat him with such contempt. He could 

call down the wrath of God on them if he chose, but instead he 

takes the wrath of God upon himself and says, 

 

Pastor: ―Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.‖ 

 

Hymn (tune: Ach Gott und Herr LW 153) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, can it be true, 

That ’mid insults and lying, 

You deigned to save, your love forgave, 

The ones who caused your dying? 

 

(A bell sounds. The first candle is put out.) 

 

Meditation on the Second Word 

 

“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

Luke 23:43 

 

Pastor: Two thieves are crucified with Jesus. No one weeps for 

them. Good riddance, the crowd likely thinks. Maybe a victim or 

two of their crimes is weeping, not for the perpetrators who die, 

but for stolen possessions never recovered or for loved ones 



 

 

murdered. One criminal, having learned his lesson just in time 

and now about to meet his Judge, has a change of heart. He, too, 

has cursed Jesus, whose only response has been a word of 

forgiveness. No ordinary man would do that. Only someone sent 

from God could have such forbearance and compassion while he 

suffers so. Perhaps he is the Savior as some have claimed. 

Surely he must be, the thief concludes. Helpless and hopeless 

but for the Man who is dying beside him, the thief cries out, 

―Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom‖ (Lk 

23:42). With arms outstretched in love, Jesus, replies, 

Pastor: ―Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in 

Paradise.‖ 

 

Hymn (tune: Ach Gott und Herr LW 153) 

 

The thief had wronged you as the rest, 

But hearing you forgive them, 

Gazed on your face, begged you for grace, 

And paradise you gave him. 

 

(Two bells sound. The second candle is put out.) 

 

Meditation on the Third Word 

 

“Woman, behold, your son! . . . Behold, your mother!” John 

19:26–27 

 

Pastor: It is a tearful thing to lose a parent. It is more tearful still 

to lose one’s child. Among those looking on as Jesus dies, 

almost unrecognizable from the brutal beatings, is Mary, his 



 

 

mother. We’ve not heard from Joseph since he and Mary made a 

frantic return trip to Jerusalem looking for the twelve-year-old 

Jesus they accidentally left behind. ―Did you not know that I 

must be in my Father’s house?‖ (Lk 2:49), he had asked when 

they finally located him in the temple. Years of silence follow 

with no mention of Joseph, so we assume he is dead. Thus the 

tears of Mary must now be a flood, if not from her eyes, then 

from her heart. First she loses her faithful husband and now her 

oldest son. The oldest son is supposed to care for his widowed 

mother. Now, even he is dying. What will become of Mary? 

Who will comfort her in her grief? Who will protect the mother 

of our Lord? Jesus meets her need, even as he does ours, saying 

to Mary, 

Pastor: ―Woman, behold your son!‖ 

Pastor: And then to John, the disciple he loves as his closest 

friend, he said, 

Pastor: ―Behold, your mother!‖ 

 

Hymn (tune: Ach Gott und Herr LW 153) 

 

Though thorns pressed down upon your brow, 

Your thoughts turned toward another, 

Blood dripped as rain, nails gripped in pain, 

Yet you cared for your mother! 

 

(Three bells sound. The third candle is put out.) 

 

Meditation on the Fourth Word 

 



 

 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Matthew 

27:46 

 

Pastor: There is perhaps nothing more tearful than sensing 

abandonment by those we hold most dear. Before the Last 

Supper, Judas abandoned Jesus, and he had been one of Jesus’ 

twelve closest friends. It must have hurt Jesus deeply. An even 

deeper hurt would have been the panicked desertion of the other 

disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane, when the mob came to 

arrest Jesus. Peter and John followed to the courtyard of the high 

priest, but here even Peter, the rock, crumbled like a handful of 

sand before the pounding accusations of a servant girl and a 

slave’s cousin. So Peter, too, after denying his Lord three times, 

fled weeping into the night. Surely the pain of Peter’s denial is 

greater than all the nails and thorns. 

But the most tearful moment of all is the abandonment of Jesus 

by his own heavenly Father. The words Jesus speaks are from 

Psalm 22, a psalm of David. Jesus, like his ancestor David 

before him, feels abandoned by God. In the case of David, and 

all of us, it isn’t true; our heavenly Father does not abandon us. 

But in the case of Jesus, it is true. Jesus, the innocent Son of 

God, hangs from the cross, stinking and burdened with the sins 

of the whole world. It’s noon, but the sky is dark; the sun itself 

has turned away. So repugnant has Jesus become with the refuse 

of our guilt laid upon him that even his own Father cannot look 

on him. Thus Jesus cries out, 

Pastor: ―My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?‖ 

 

Hymn (tune: Ach Gott und Herr LW 153) 

 



 

 

Obeying all the Father’s will, 

You showed the world his mercy. 

Now, near death’s pall, none heeds your call, 

“Why, God, do you forsake me?” 

(Four bells sound. The fourth candle is put out.) 

 

Meditation on the Fifth Word 

 

“I thirst.” John 19:28 

 

Pastor: A mystery full of mysteries is how we might describe the 

Holy Trinity. Scripture teaches there is one God, but that this 

God is forever three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Each 

is different in role and work, yet they are not three Gods, but 

one. How can this be? We don’t know; we just believe it. 

Just as incomprehensible is the mystery of the incarnation. 

Scripture reveals Jesus Christ to be fully and completely both 

God and man. As eternal God, our Lord Christ created the 

world, set the stars in the heavens, and put the seas in their 

basins. He governs the passage of the seasons and the course of 

history; he determines the length of our days. Yet as a human 

being like you and me, he becomes tired and hungry. He weeps 

over the death of his friend Lazarus. He holds children in his 

arms and blesses them. He bleeds when his flesh is pierced. His 

mouth becomes dry; he chokes on dirt and blood that become 

paste in his throat. He can make rain fall from the sky, but he 

can’t give himself a cup of water, for he will not use his 

almighty power to his personal advantage. Helplessly, the 

Second Person of the Holy Trinity begs for something to drink. 

Pastor: “I thirst.” 



 

 

 

Hymn (tune: Ach Gott und Herr LW 153) 

 

The sick were healed, the storm was stilled, 

No thought was hidden from you, 

Yet in God’s plan, you, too, are man, 

And so you thirst as I do! 

 

(Five bells sound. The fifth candle is put out.) 

 

Meditation on the Sixth Word 

 

“It is finished.” John 19:30 

 

Pastor: At last the cup of God’s wrath has been drained. Jesus 

has swallowed the awful medicine for sin that we should have 

drunk. Every transgression has been atoned for—Adam’s sin, 

yours, mine, the sins of the whole world for all time. From now 

on, you and I can know for certain that no matter what evil 

happens to us, it is not God punishing us. This is still a fallen 

world and bad things often happen, but our debt to sin has been 

paid in full. The devil may rant on and tempt you to think 

otherwise. But he’s wrong. The cross says you are forgiven; God 

is at peace with you. If ever you should doubt this truth, just 

look to the cross. Forever, the cross proclaims, 

Pastor: “It is finished.” 

 

Hymn (tune: Ach Gott und Herr LW 153) 

 

The ransom paid, the sinner saved, 



 

 

Your work on earth completed, 

Wrath turned away, our sentence stayed, 

At last you cried, “It’s finished.” 

 

(Six bells sound. The sixth candle is put out.) 

 

Meditation on the Seventh Word 

 

“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” Luke 23:46 

 

Pastor: It’s 3:00 p.m. Jesus has been on the cross only about six 

hours. Not long, really. But it’s not the amount of time Jesus 

spends on the cross that atones for sin, or even the degree of 

pain inflicted. Rather, it’s the fact that, concentrated into this 

time, Christ has born all the punishment that all the sins of all 

history deserve. God accepts the suffering of Jesus as full 

atonement for sin, however long it is. 

Thankfully, it isn’t long. Jesus’ suffering draws quickly to an 

end. Slowly the crowd still remaining begins to realize that this 

is no ordinary man who draws his last breaths. Since the noon 

hour, darkness has covered the land; the very heavens are in 

distress. There’s an earthquake, the temple curtain is ripped in 

half, graves are broken open. The centurion standing guard 

confesses aloud, ―Truly this man was the Son of God!‖ (Mk 

15:39). With one last great shout, Jesus cries out, 

Pastor: “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” 

 

HYMN ―Were You There‖ LW 505 (Morning Only) 

CHOIR ―Were You There‖ – Evening  

 



 

 

(Seven bells slowly sound. The Christ candle is carried out. The 

loud closing of the book, the strepitus, sounds, signifying the 

burial of Jesus and closing of the tomb. The Christ candle is 

returned, still burning, in fervent hope of the resurrection…) 


