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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
“The Spot Light on Jesus” 

April 2 & 3, 2011 

 

AS WE GATHER: The spotlight shines on Jesus to reveal him 

as the light of the world who casts out the darkness of death. The 

readings for this Sunday in Lent is known as Oculi, from the 

Introit, “My eyes are ever toward the Lord” (Ps 25:15). This 

also corresponds well with the Gradual for Lent, “[Let us fix our 

eyes on] Jesus” (Heb 12:2). Eyes, sight, and light are contrasted 

with blindness and darkness in the Readings. Blindness gives 

way to sight through the mighty acts of God (Old Testament 

Reading, Is 42:16) and in Christ (Gospel, Jn 9:3).  May our eyes,  

heart and soul be fixed this day on our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Bend Your ear to our 

prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us.  By your gracious life 

and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and 

anoint us with Your Spirit.  In Jesus name.  Amen. 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
 

OPENING “Jesus Refuge of the Weary” LW 90 

 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Ghost. 

Cong:   Amen. 

The Confession of Sins 

 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord!  Let us draw near with a true heart 

and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  Our 

Help is in the name of the Lord. 

 

Cong:  Who made heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 

Cong:   And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Cong.   O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor miserable 

sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended you and justly deserved your punishment 

now and forever.  But I am heartily sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them, I pray you of your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 
 

Pastor:  Upon this confession, I, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 



 

 

forgive you all your sins in the name of Father, and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Cong:   Amen. 

 

THE INTROIT (read by Pastor) 

  

Sung by all:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 

shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

THE KYRIE 

 

Lord have mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us, Lord 

have mercy upon us.   

 

Hymn “On My Heart Imprint Thine Image” LW 100 

 

        On my heart imprint Thine image, 

        Blessed Jesus, King of Grace, 

        That life's riches, cares, and pleasures 

        Have no power Thee to efface. 

        This the superscription be: 

        Jesus, crucified for me, 

        Is my life, my hope's Foundation, 

        And my Glory and Salvation. 

 

COLLECT 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 



 

 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every 

morning, and though we have in no way deserved your 

goodness, you still abundantly provide for all our wants of body 

and soul.  Give us, we pray, your Holy Spirit that we may 

heartily acknowledge your merciful goodness toward us, give 

thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; 

through Jesus  

People: Amen. 

  

+ WORD + 

 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 42:14-21 (Blindness gives way to 

sight through the mighty acts of God) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 VERSE  (Sung to “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” LW 101) 

 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus 

Author of faith's certainty. 

Through the cross its shame disdaining, 

Now He reigns eternally. 

 

Thee we own a perfect Savior, 

Only Source of all that's good. 

Ev'ry grace and ev'ry favor 

Comes to us thro' Jesus' blood. 

 



 

 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 5:8-14 (We are in Christ: lights in a dark 

world (Eph 5:8) who acknowledge the Lord’s goodness.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

  

HOLY GOSPEL John 9:1-41 (Jesus heals the blind man) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – The Nicene Creed 
   

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light 

of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 

one substance with the Father; by whom all things were 

made; who for us men, and for our salvation, came down 

from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also for 

us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and 



 

 

the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; and 

ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the 

Father; and He shall come again with glory to judge the 

living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the 

Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who 

spoke by the Prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 

and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the 

remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Amazing Grace” LW 509 

 

SERMON 

 

THE OFFERING AND OFFERTORY 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me, Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me.  Restore unto me the joy of Thy 

salvation and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 

THE GENERAL PRAYER  

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION (page 144 – LW) 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

“My Song is Love Unknown” LW 91  

“I Come, O Savior to Your Table” LW 242 

         “Lord Jesus Christ, You have Prepared” LW 246 



 

 

CLOSING HYMN “How Sweet the name of Jesus 

Sounds” LW 279 

  

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS:  We commend to Your care and healing, 

our many shut-ins and friends of Ebenezer, especially Beth 

Pelster, Marlin Deppermann, Zachary Herbert, Marie 

Adams, Eric Hohlt, Delores Roehrs, Mathilde Ohse, Ardell 

Wagner, Ray and Irene Bargen, John and LaVerne 

(hospitalized at St. John’s Mercy) Frye, Wilma Helling 

(hospitalized at St. John’s Mercy), Edna Deppermann, Ken 

Obermann, Ed Gardner, Darlene McDaris, Ruth Marks, 

Adeline Keune and Cornelia Bunge and all those we hold 

dear in our hearts. 

 

We want to keep the Washington Circuit Mission Team in our 

prayers as they have traveled to Nicaragua this past Friday and 

will be working this next week in the country of Nicaragua.  We 

pray for good health for the members and safe travel at the end 

of the week as they return home. 

 

We ask out Lord to bless our Missouri Synod, District and 

Circuit Officials and the many agencies of the Lutheran 

Church that minister to all the people in need. 

 

We continue to ask the Lord to be with and guide and bless the 

endeavors of all our Missionaries – especially Robin McCoy 

in Thailand, the Rodewald family in Africa and John 

Strasen with Lutheran Bible Translators. 



 

 

 
We pray for the Lord to graciously defend us from war, famine, 

flood, fire, storms, and earthquakes during this time of trouble 

and unrest throughout the world.  We pray that the Lord will 

bless the leaders of all nations that the Lord would grant a 

spirit of cooperation, peace and freedom that all may live 

their days in safety and unity.  We pray for all law 

enforcement people, EMT’s, firemen, and all our men and 

women serving around the world in the Armed Forces. 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

TO ALL OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS, WE ARE SO 

GLAD YOU ARE HERE WITH US TODAY!  May the 

Word of the Lord refresh you with peace and love during our 

worship service.  We ask that you please sign the guest register 

near the Church entrance with your name, address, and 

Church affiliation.  Thank you!  We sincerely hope you will 

join us in worship here at Ebenezer again soon. 

 

Lenten Services – Midweek services will be held again this 

coming Wednesday at 10:00 AM and 7:30 PM.  The theme 

for this week’s worship service will be “It’s All About the 
Company You Keep”  John 18:18.  Each Wednesday Pastor 

will be talking about walking to the Cross with Jesus, Peter and 

ourselves.  Please take time to come and worship during this 

season of Lent. 

 
A Note of Appreciation – “Thank you – I would like to thank 

everyone for their visits, cards, meals, and prayers over this past 

winter.  Special thanks to Pastor for all of his visits, prayers, and 



 

 

concerns.  Your kindness has been a great support and blessing.”  

Sincerely, Lawrence Pelster  

 

Easter Lilies – We will again be placing Easter lilies in our Church for 

Easter Sunday services.  If you would like to place a lily in Church to 

the glory of God in memory of a loved one, or to honor someone, please 

fill out the form on the bulletin insert.  Each lily will be $7.00 and must 

be ordered by today.  Please give the form along with your $7.00 to 

Mary Sprick or place it in the collection plate.  Thank you. 

 
A Huge “Thank You” to Phil Hubenthal and Steve Gilbert for 

blading our parking lots and sidewalks last week Saturday evening.  

We really appreciate what you’ve done for us!! 

 

Pasta Dinner – St. John’s Casco United Church of Christ will have a 

Pasta Dinner TODAY  from 11:30 AM – 2:00 PM.  A free-will offering 

will be taken for the dinner.  You may bring a canned good item for their 

Spring Food Pantry Drive.  Please see the poster on our bulletin board 

for more information. 

 

Thrivent Educational Event – Our Thrivent group will be sponsoring 

an educational event with a pot luck dinner on July 17, 2011.  In order to 

choose a topic that is of interest to many people we will be including a 

survey form in the bulletins during the month of April.  Please take a 

few minutes to choose your favorites per directions on the survey and 

deposit the survey in a basket at the back of the Church.  

 
“Thank You” The Cub Scouts, leaders, and parents of Pack 814 want to 

say thanks for supporting the Pack and for having the Pinewood Derby 

and Blue and Gold Banquet in our dining hall on February 12
th

.  Please 

see the thank you note and picture on our bulletin board. 

 
The Pasta House Company in Union is making a special offer to local 

churches by donating $.50 back to the church and giving the members 



 

 

of the church 10% off their entire check whenever you bring in your 

Sunday Church bulletin.  Please see the poster on our bulletin board 

to see more details about how this will work. 

 

Ushers – Please pick up your new usher schedule this morning.  We 

have had to make some adjustments to the schedule to accommodate 

some new ushers.  Thank you to all of our ushers for your service to 

our Church!! 

 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend our next Quarterly Voter’s 

Meeting – April 18, 2011 at 7:30 PM.  The Church Officer’s meeting 

will be held Thursday, April 14
th

 at 7:00 PM. 

 
Information from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans – A total of 

130,681 Thrivent Financial members cast votes in the winter Thrivent 

Choice Voting Event.  Voting ended February 28.  Members 

recommended where Thrivent Financial distributes $1 million of its 

charitable outreach funds among seven national Lutheran and non-

Lutheran charitable organizations.  Based on the percentage of votes 

cast, the organizations received the following charitable funds: 

 

*Bethesda Lutheran Communities $136,317 

*Feeding America $206,335 

*Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service $50,979 

*Lutheran Services in America $129,927 

*Orphan Grain Train $153,182 

*St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital $279,941 

*Wheat Ridge Ministries $43,319 

All members 16 and older are eligible to participate in Voting Events.  

Learn more about Voting Events and the Thrivent Choice program at 
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  

 



 

 

Important Picnic Information – 

June 12 – CHURCH PICNIC – Save the Date  

Just to remind everyone the prizes for the donation drawing this year 

are: 

 1
st
 prize – half a beef 

 2
nd

 prize – half a beef 

 3
rd

 prize – half a hog 

 4
th

 prize – half a hog 

PROCESSING FOR THE MEAT IS INCLUDED!!! 

 

We need lots of help selling donation tickets for these prizes.  The 

tickets are in the Church office in packets of 60.  You can sign them out 

on the sheet in the box.  If you need help see Bob Saak (Saturday 

service), Susan Hoemann or Bill Pohlmann or Mary Sprick (Sunday 

service). 

 
There are already a few donations for the Silent Auction but many more 

are needed.  There are letters on the table near the entrance to give to 

businesses or individuals to verify what they are donating to. 

 

Prices for the Picnic Meal are – Adults $9, Kids under 12 years $3 & 

Kids under 6 years are FREE.  It’s great that we are able to keep this 

event so affordable. 

 

Sign Up Board for jobs the day of the picnic as well as setup prior to it 

and clean up after is at the back of the Church.  Choose what you would 

like to do and sign up.  Everyone’s support is needed and appreciated. 

Thanks – Your Picnic Committee 

 
A note from Karen Sprick – “I would like to thank all those who 

brought items last year for the silent auction and brought them early for 

the picnic.  It is time to think about donations again for this year.  If you 

have a donation, please bring it and leave it on the table in the old 

basement or in the Ladies Aid room along with your name, what the 



 

 

donation is, and the value of the item.  If you plan to donate plants or 

food, please fill out one of the slips available in the two areas so that the 

paperwork can be completed.  Thank you for your donations!! 

 

Easter Breakfast – The Education Committee and Thrivent will  

Host an Easter Breakfast after the sunrise service on Easter Sunday, 

April 24, 2011.  Plan to join us for rolls, donuts, ham, breakfast 

casseroles, juice, coffee and milk.  A free will offering will be taken for 

the Food Pantry in Leslie.  Thrivent will match the free will offering for 

the Leslie Food Pantry.  The remainder of the matching funds available 

from Thrivent for community care will go to the Exceptional 

Equestrians’ fundraiser in the fall.  Hope to see you there. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt – Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be following the 

10:00 AM service on Easter Sunday.  Donations of pre-decorated hard 

boiled eggs would be greatly appreciated.  Please bring them on Holy 

Saturday or Easter Sunday morning to the kitchen.  The hunt is open to 

children from birth to age 7 or grade 2. 

 

Shepherd of the Hills – A Journey to the Cross will be presented by 

members of Shepherd of the Hills, Hermann on Saturday, April 16
th

.  

You will be walking through the life of Christ in the week preceding His 

death and resurrection as portrayed by costumed actors in scenes 

depicting the events.  The walk will be about 30 minutes in duration.  

There is no fee but donations are accepted. Tours will begin at 10:00 

AM.  Please see the poster on our bulletin board. 
 

Heartland Hospice Services will hold a Caregiver Stress event for 

people who are caregivers for someone in the family who has 

Alzheimer’s  or other illnesses.  The event will be Thursday, April 7
th

 2 

– 3:30 PM at Frene Valley Healthcare South, 1016 W. Hwy 28, 

Owensville, MO 65066.  The program is free.  Registration is required.  

To register call 800-272-3900 or 314-801-0452 or visit www.alzstl.org. 

http://www.alzstl.org/


 

 

Caregiver stress will cover ways to reduce your caregiver stress and 

promote your own health and wellbeing.  Please see the poster on the 

bulletin board. 

 

Cemetery flowers – Unfortunately, several floral arrangements have 

been blown off some of the graves in our cemetery during the windy 

weather we’ve had recently.  We’ve put the arrangements in the gazebo 

– please see if any of these are yours.  Thank you! 

 

 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday – Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday – Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday – Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday – Marvin Kassebaum 
Choir Director – Kathy Scheer 

Altar Guild – Denise and Kate Walkenhorst  

Acolytes Scheduled to Serve – Alyssa Bopp, Coey Adams, Brian Nelson 

Bell Ringer – Codie Brunkhorst 

Our measure of love in giving last week – Weekly envelopes $1,200; Plate 

$7.50; Sunday School $18.00; Easter lilies $28.00; Brune Memorial $50.00; 

Grave maintenance $50.00; Lenten offerings $80.00; Maundy Thurs $10.00; 

Good Friday $10.00  Total $1,453.50  Sunday School attendance 8 Children 15 

Adults.  Attendance Saturday worship 2; Sunday 74.  Wednesday worship 

$259.00  Attendance morning worship 15; evening worship 29. 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Monday – Adult Confirmation class 3:30 PM 

Wednesday – Lenten Worship 10:00 AM and 7:30 PM 

                        Confirmation 6:30 PM 

                         Choir practice 6:45 PM 

Saturday – Worship 5:00 PM 

                    (Dining hall reserved) 


