






THE RICH FOOL 
(Luke 12:13–21)



Focus  

Most people go through life with a series of 
goals in mind. Maybe they have consciously 
adopted their goals. Perhaps their goals have 
never been spoken. Goals give us direction 
and guidance. If we meet them, we might 
consider ourselves successful. If we 
accomplish a worthwhile task, we feel like a 
success. But what is success? 



Focus  

a. How do you think our world normally defines 
success? 



Focus  

b.  What things does the world fail to consider 
when it considers someone a success? 



Focus  

c.  How do you think God measures success? 



Prayer  

Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have called 
us to be Your children and heirs of your 
gracious promises in Christ Jesus.  Grant us 
Your Holy Spirit that we may forsake all 
covetous desires and the inordinate love of 
riches.  Deliver us from the pursuit of passing 
things that we may seek the kingdom of Your 
Son and trust in His righteousness and so find 
blessedness and peace.  In Jesus name, Amen.



Inform

Read Luke 12:13–15. 

a.  This story opens with a request from 
someone in the crowd. What did he want? 
Why do you think Jesus answered in the way 
that He did? 



Inform

b.  In response to this question, Jesus gives us a   
warning. What does He warn against? 



Inform

c. This man wanted a greater share of an 
inheritance. What riches did he already have? 



Inform

Read Luke 12:16–19.

d. How was the man in this parable successful? 



Inform

e. This man worked very hard to reach this level 
of success. When did he plan to slow down 
and enjoy himself? 

Read Luke 12:20–21.

f.  Why did the man’s plan fail? 



Inform

g. In the end, was this man rich or poor? 



Connect

Read Matthew 6:19–21. 

a. How does God measure success? 

b. Is it wrong for a Christian to have money and 
other possessions? 



Connect

c.   What does it mean to be rich towards God? 
See also Matthew 6:33. 



Vision

You have probably seen the bumper sticker that 
reads “He who dies with the most toys wins.” 
Perhaps you have also seen the response: “He 
who dies with the most toys still dies.” There 
is nothing wrong with money or possessions, 
but Scripture teaches us that “the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Timothy 
6:10). 



Vision

a. How can Christians use the possessions that 
God has given them to glorify Him? 

b. What can we do to place God first in our 
lives? 



What is the World to Me?

What is the world to me
With all its vaunted pleasure
When you, and you alone,
Lord Jesus, are my treasure!
You only, dearest Lord,
My soul’s delight shall be;
You are my peace, my rest
What is the world to me! 



What is the World to Me?

The world seek after wealth
And all that mammon offers
Yet never is content
Though gold should fill its coffers.
I have a higher good, 
Content with it I’ll be:
My Jesus is my wealth.
What is the world to me!



What is the World to Me?

What is the world to me!
My Jesus is my treasure,
My life, my health, my wealth,
My friend, my love, my pleasure,
My joy, my crown, my all,
My bliss eternally.
Once more, then, I declare:
What is the world to me!


