


The Lost Sheep

The Shepherd’s 

Embrace



The Lost Coin



Luke 15:1-10



Focus  

Have you ever lost something that was very 
important to you? What did you do? Did you 
look for a little while and then give up? Did 
you ask for help in finding it? Or maybe you 
can remember a time when you were lost. 
How does it feel to be lost? 



Focus  

a.  Share a time when you were lost or lost    
something precious. 



Focus  

b.  What did you feel during this time? 



Focus  

c.  How did the situation end?



Prayer  

Almighty and everlasting God, You desire not 
the death of of a sinner but that all would 
repent and live.  Hear our prayers for those 
who are lost and outside the Church.  Take 
away their iniquity, and turn them from their 
false gods to You, the living and true God.  
Gather them into Your holy Church to the 
glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  Amen.



Inform

Read Luke 15:1–2. 

a. Why were the Pharisees upset with Jesus? 



Inform

Read Luke 15:3–7. 

b. This parable begins with a problem. What was 
wrong? Was this really a big deal? How did the 
man in the parable respond to the problem? 



Inform

c.  What did the man do with the rest of his 
sheep while he looked for the lost one? Was 
this responsible behavior? 



Inform

d.  What did the man do when he found his lost 
sheep? 



Inform

e. How is the story of the lost sheep similar to 
our human condition?

f. What happens in heaven when a sinner 
repents? What does this tell us? 



Inform

Read Luke 15:8–10. 

g.  How is this parable similar to the first one? 



Connect

a. These parables are really about us. When 
were we lost?

b. Whose fault is it that we were lost? See also 
Isaiah 53:6. 

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.” 



Connect

b.  At the beginning of these verses, the 
Pharisees were upset that Jesus was eating 
with tax collectors and sinners. What do you 
think He was trying to teach them in these 
parables? How does this apply to us? 



Connect

c.  Jesus taught that heaven rejoices when one 
sinner repents. How does it feel to know that 
heaven rejoices over you? What does this tell 
us about our worth in God’s eyes? 



Vision

This parable is about us. We were lost, but Christ 
has found us and brought us back to His flock, 
the Church. But there are other people who 
do not yet know Jesus as their Savior. Jesus 
has not given up on them, but continues to 
offer His grace and forgiveness.



Vision

a. How can we help people who are still lost in 
sin? 

b. How do we react when a sinner repents and 
believes the Gospel? 



Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

Jesus sinners will receive;
May they all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live
And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve:
Jesus sinners will receive.



Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

We deserve but grief and shame,
Yet his words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim.
Here our ills have perfect healing;
We with humble hearts believe
Jesus sinners will receive.



Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

When their sheep have lost their way,
Faithful shepherds go to seek them;
Jesus watches all who stray,
Faithfully to find and take them
In his arms that they may live
Jesus sinners will receive.



Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

Come, O sinners, one and all,
Come, accept his invitation;
Come, obey his gracious call,
Come and take his free salvation!
Firmly in these words believe:
Jesus sinners will receive.



Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

Jesus sinners will receive.
Even me he has forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to him I cleave
Jesus sinners will receive.


