




Matthew 18:21–35k 

4:1–9, 14–20



Focus  

What do you do with a person who just will not 
change? They hurt you and apologize for what 
they have done, but then they do the same 
thing again and again. It doesn’t take long to 
get frustrated with such a person. Finally we 
say, “Enough!” Or perhaps we forgive them, 
but hold a grudge. 



Focus  

We watch very carefully to make sure that they 
can’t hurt us again. But is this the way that 
God wants us to be? That is the question 
raised by this parable. 



Focus  

a. How many times do you think we should 
have to forgive another person? 

b. How many times do you think that you 
should be forgiven when you do something 
wrong? 

c. Is there a difference between your answers? 
Why or why not? 



Prayer  

Lord Jesus Christ, in Your love 
for us and for our salvation You 
suffered the Father’s wrath 
upon the cross.  Deliver us 
from anger and resentment, 
hatred and revenge.  



Prayer  

Grant that we may forgive as we 
have been forgiven and stand 
reconciled before You in Your 
righteousness and purity, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.



Inform

Read Matthew 18:21–22. 

a. Peter asked Jesus if it was enough to forgive 
someone seven times. What do you think of 
Peter’s question? 

b. How often did Jesus say that we are to 
forgive? What was Jesus trying to teach Peter 
(and us)? 



Inform

Read Matthew 18:23–25. 

c. Jesus taught about forgiveness through the 
actions of this man. He owed his king 10,000 
talents—millions of dollars—and couldn’t 
repay. How did the king propose to settle this 
debt? What do you think of this plan? 



Inform

Read Matthew 18:26–28. 

d.  What did the indebted man promise his king? 
Do you think this was a realistic promise? 

e. How did the king respond to the plea of the 
debtor? Why do you think he did this? 



Inform

Read Matthew 18:29–35. 

f.  After receiving this amazing gift, the man 
found himself in a situation of reversed roles. 
He found another man who owed him a few 
hundred denarii—a fraction of what he had 
owed the king. How did the man deal with his 
debtor? 



Inform

g.  How did the king respond when he heard 
how his servant had acted? 



Inform

Read Matthew 18:21–22 again. 

h.After hearing this parable, what do you think 
of Peter’s question and Jesus’ answer? 

i. How is this parable really Jesus’ answer? 



Connect

We might see ourselves in this Bible story. We 
have asked questions like Peter’s. We also can 
see that we are like the servant and God is like 
the king. 

a.  What debt do we owe to God? How has He 
responded? 



Connect

b.  What small “debts” might others owe us? Do 
we try to hold them to a higher standard than 
we are held? 



Connect

c.  How often does God forgive us? How often 
do we need to for- give others? 



Vision

To forgive is simple, but not easy. It is hard for us 
to overcome our sinful pride to forgive others. 
It is hard to forget the sins committed against 
us. But that is the will of our God. Jesus taught 
us to pray “. . . and forgive our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us .” 
Thank God that He does forgive us and helps 
us to forgive other people.



Vision

a. a. What motivates us to forgive? 

b. Privately think of a person that you need to 
forgive. Remember that Christ Jesus died for 
her/him, just as He died for you. He has 
forgiven you. Now, motivated by Jesus’ love 
for you, forgive that sister or brother! 



Chief of Sinners

Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed his blood for me,
Died that I might live on high, 
Lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,
I am his, and he is mine.



Chief of Sinners

Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,
Higher than the heavens above,
Deeper than the depths of sea,
Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me wondrous thought
Found me when I sought him not.



Chief of Sinners

Only Jesus can impart
Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiven,
Joy that lifts the soul to heaven,
Faith and hope to walk with God
In the way that Enoch trod.



Chief of Sinners

O my Savior, help afford
By your spirit and your Word!
When my wayward heart would stray,
Keep me in the narrow way;
Grace in time of need supply
While I live and when I die.


