




Mark 4:1–9, 14–20



Focus  

God has blessed us beyond our imagination 
through Jesus Christ. Through our Savior, we 
have freely received life, forgiveness, and 
eternal salvation. So why doesn’t everyone 
believe? If it is possible to reject God’s 
blessings, is it possible that we might fall away 
from the faith? These are the questions asked 
and answered by Jesus in the parable of the 
sower. 



Focus  

a. Why do you think that some people do not 
believe in Christ?

b. What is the difference between Christians and 
non-Christians? 



Prayer  

Almighty God, You have called Your 
Church to witness that in Christ You 
have reconciled us to Yourself.  Grant 
that by Your Holy Spirit we may 
proclaim the good news of Your 
salvation so that all who hear it may 
receive the gift of salvation. Amen.



Inform

Read Mark 4:1–9, 14. 

a. This parable uses the picture of the sower to 
teach us. What do the sower, the seed, and 
the ground represent? 



Inform

Read Mark 4:15–20. 

b. Some of the seed falls on the “path.” Whom 
does the path represent? What happens when 
these people hear the Word? 



Inform

c. Some seed falls in the “rocky places.” What 
happens to the grain planted there? What do 
the rocky places symbolize? 



Inform

d. The third type of ground has thorns growing 
on it. What happens when seed is planted 
there? How are some people like thorny 
ground? 



Inform

e. The final type of ground is the good soil. What 
happens when seed is planted there? 

What kind of people does this describe? 



Inform

f. Why do you think the sower in this parable 
doesn’t limit his seed to the good soil? What 
does this tell us about God’s plan for us? 



Connect

a. This parable is about different kinds of 
people. It also describes each one of us. When 
have we been like the path? 



Connect

b. We’ve also been like the rocky soil. We need 
depth in our spiritual life. How do we get it? 



Connect

c. This parable talks about thorns choking out 
the Word. All people have some thorns in 
their lives. What threatens to choke our faith? 



Connect

d. How can we be like good soil? 



Vision

The prophet Isaiah writes, “So is My word that 
goes out from My mouth: It will not return to 
Me empty, but will accomplish what I desire 
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it” 
(Isaiah 55:11). That is the promise of God. 
When His Word is spread, it will always 
accomplish something. In the language of this 
parable: God’s Word will always bring a 
harvest. 



Vision

a. What kind of crop do we produce as good 
soil? 

b. Who is responsible for “sowing seed” today? 



Almighty God, Thy Word is Cast

1. Almighty God, Thy Word is cast

Like seed into the ground;

Now let the dew of heaven descend

And righteous fruits abound.



Almighty God, Thy Word is Cast

2. Let not the foe of Christ and man

This holy seed remove.

But give it root in every heart

To bring forth fruits of love.



Almighty God, Thy Word is Cast

3. Let not the world's deceitful cares

The rising plant destroy,

But let it yield a hundredfold

The fruits of peace and joy.



Almighty God, Thy Word is Cast

4. Oft as the precious seed is sown,

Thy quickening grace bestow

That all whose souls the truth receive

Its saving power may know.


