


The Parable of the 

Talents



The Talents

Matthew 25:14–30



Focus  

In this parable, a master gave his servants a 
number of “talents” to use on his behalf. We 
might conservatively estimate the value of 
one talent as more than $10,000. Some 
servants used his money wisely, but one did 
not. What would you do if someone entrusted 
you with a large sum of money? How would 
you react? 



Focus  

Would you eagerly take on the job, or would you 
be afraid of the consequences if you 
mishandled the money? 



Prayer  

O Lord God Almighty, since You bless 
Your servants with various and 
unusual gifts of the Holy Spirit, grant 
us grace to use them always to your 
honor and glory; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.



Inform

Read Matthew 25:14–18. 

a. Jesus tells us about a man who went on a 
journey. What preparations did he make for 
this trip? 



Inform

b. Why do you think he gave different amounts 
of money (talents) to different people? 



Inform

c. What did his servants do with the money in 
his absence? 



Inform

Read Matthew 25:19–23. 

d. How did the first two servants perform? What 
did the master tell them? 



Inform

Read Matthew 25:24–30. 

e. What was the excuse of the third servant? 
How did the master respond to the excuse? 



Inform

f. Looking at the whole story, do you think the 
master was wise in trusting his money to 
these servants? 



Connect

a. Jesus tells us that this story is a description of 
the kingdom of heaven. He is the Master and 
we are the servants. What “journey” has God 
gone on? 



Connect

b. Before the master left on his journey, he 
entrusted his property to his servants. What 
has God entrusted to us? What does He desire 
us to do with these things? 



Connect

c. What came first, the work of the servants or 
the gift of the master? How is this like our 
Christian life? 



Vision

Our Master and Savior has truly blessed us. He is 
with us and gives us all things freely. We have 
received so much from His graciousness. He 
loves us so much that He even gives us 
opportunities to serve Him and other people 
in His name. 



Vision

a. What gifts has God entrusted to you? 

b. What challenge for service has God placed 
before you today? 

c. How will you respond? 



We Give Thee But Thine Own

1. We give Thee but Thine own,

Whate'er the gift may be;

All that we have is Thine alone,

A trust, O Lord, from Thee.



We Give Thee But Thine Own

2. May we Thy bounties thus

As stewards true receive

And gladly, as Thou blessest us,

To Thee our first-fruits give!



We Give Thee But Thine Own

4. To comfort and to bless,

To find a balm for woe,

To tend the lone and fatherless,

Is angels' work below.


