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Focus  

It is a familiar old story. We see an estranged 
family. Poor choices were made by different 
family members, behavior is bad, hearts are 
unforgiving, and old grudges get in the way. 
One family member has to hit rock bottom 
before he changes. 



Focus  

What is this? Just another tragic story? The 
latest TV miniseries? No, it is a parable told by 
Jesus that helps us understand more about 
ourselves and our faith.



Focus  

What is this? Just another tragic story? The 
latest TV miniseries? No, it is a parable told by 
Jesus that helps us understand more about 
ourselves and our faith.



Focus  

Strained family relationships are all too common 
in our society. What advice would you give to 
a friend who was estranged from his family? 



Prayer  

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all 
good counsels, and all just works, give us, Your 
servants, that peace which the world cannot 
give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being 
defended from the fear of our enemies, may 
live in peace and quietness, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.



The Video – “Fiesta”



Inform

Read Luke 15:11–12. 

a)The younger son made a request of his father. 
What did he want? What was wrong with his 
request? 



Inform

Read Luke 15:13–16. 

b) How did he use his inheritance? See also 
verse 30. 



Inform

Read Luke 15:13–16. 

b) How did he use his inheritance? See also 
verse 30. 

c)  What happened when the inheritance was 
gone? What impact did this have on the 
young man?



Inform

Read Luke 15:17–21. 

d)  Verse 17 is the turning point of the whole 
story. The younger son saw what he had 
done and repented. What words describe 
his repentance? How do these words 
accurately describe sin and repentance? 



Inform

e)  Having realized his failure, he resolved to 
return to his father. What was his attitude in 
returning home? How does this indicate a 
change of heart? 



Inform

Read Luke 15:22–27. 

f) The father heard his son’s request and then 
answered. What did thefather do and say that 
was beyond any reasonable expectation?



Inform

Read Luke 15:28–32. 

g) How did the older brother respond to these 
events? Did he have a point? Where did he go 
wrong?

h) How did the father respond to the older 
brother? 



Inform

Read Luke 15:28–32. 

g) How did the older brother respond to these 
events? Did he have a point? Where did he go 
wrong?

h) How did the father respond to the older 
brother? 



Connect

a. Many people call this parable one of their 
favorite parts of the Bible. This story is easy to 
identify with because we can see ourselves in 
it. How have we been like the younger 
brother? 



Connect

b. If we stop with the younger brother, we may 
miss an important aspect of the story. How 
are we like the older brother? 



Connect

c. How does our heavenly Father bring us back 
to His family? What place do we have in that 
family? 



Vision

We know this story. It is precious to many 
Christians because it is our story. We have 
acted like both of these sons. God is like the 
Father. He has never stopped loving us, and 
He brings us back into His family. But this story 
does not depict a one-time event. We fall into 
sin every day, and daily our Father forgives us 
and welcomes us back. 



Vision

a. What can we do when we fall into sin again? 



Vision

b. The older brother in this parable did not want 
to welcome his brother back. How can we 
rejoice when others believe? 



AMAZING GRACE

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see!



AMAZING GRACE

The Lord has promised good to me,
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures.



AMAZING GRACE

Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
His grace has brought me safe so far,
His grace will see me home.



AMAZING GRACE

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail
And mortal life shall cease,
Amazing grace shall then prevail 
In heaven’s joy and peace.


